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THE 

TESTIMONY OF FRIENDS 

BtLONGINC TO 

GISBROUGH MOrnHLT-MEETINGt , 

CONCERHINO OVR WORTHY FRIEND 

- • - . ' ' • \ 

JOHN RICHARDSON, 

Who departed this Life, near Hution^in^th'Hffle, 
the 2d of theFourdi Month, 17539 m the 87th: 
. Year of his Age, and was buried in Friends Bury- 
ing-ground at Kirbymoorjlde. 

AS many 6f xmr lelders are removed, knd but few 
left who had perfonal. knowledge of this our 

friend in his younger years, and early part of his 
fervice, we cannot give fo full an account thereof as 
otherivife might have been done. 

Neverthelefs, by accounts tranfmitted to us, we 

... 

have caiife to believe he was much devoted, and 
cheerfully given up to walk in the way of his duty, 
and therein was of great fervice to the churches where 
his lot was caft ; as alfo an inftrutirent in the Divine^ 
Hand^ in turning many to righteoufnefs. 

As 



( fv ) 

As to the latter {uurt of his Mfc^^vr^ haM 



mony to give of hini) That he was a tover of difci-^ 
pline and good order in the church, diligent in at« 
tending mectmgi for wprfhip and truth^^ f^rvice,. 
vrhilft of ability ; a good example therein, by fitting^ 
in a flill) quiet and unaffe^ed manner in filence, and 
ivhen ra'ifed up to bear a publick teftimony^ was com*-^ 
fortaUc and acc^tabte to fricndt*. 

And when his natural facultiet were fomewhat tm« 
paired, and^ he confined a^ h0iP9 tbfQugll old age an<f 
infirmities, he appeared more and more heavenly*- 
minded, and ftetned to gnow ia> the life of religioisi; 
that we hope he is daw at reft in Ae ftuition of that 
happinefs, prepased for fucfc as hold oi^ to the etktiii* 
well doing. 

Signed on behalf of ithe fiiid meetiiig».beId^fltC^iUe^> 
ton, on the 22d ofi the third mootb, ^754^ bf 

John Snowdov Isaac Taylor 

William Peiriom Thomas Ellerby 

John Flintoft Caleb Fxetcher 

John Wilson . John Martie 

Thomas Ward Ueorge Coatis 

OlSIBSlPHORUS HOOPUS^ G.E0RGE MaSON 

I^AAC Stockton Joseph Flintoft " 

^^H^^ Baker Kich'ard Wijl^n " < 

Thomas Woob William Hartal . 

JdKN Stephenson Joseph^H-esletgn. .^ 
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THE 

TESTIMONY OF FRIENDS 

■ . * • • - 

wkqu thb 
KJipARTERLY-MEETlKG held at YORK, 

GM Beadmg the t«Atflaociy>gpvcnfr<Mn the monthly- 
>intetiing; ^G^mtgky 'COficcrning our hte 
ancient and worthy '{riencl J6hn Richardson, de^ 
<;caied, of which we approve, and do find ourfelves 
-«liiA^r ail eiigagedient to add dik fhort teftimony ; 
IFIlAt #Mi cefrtain experfeisce ef the fervice he has 
had«amongft4is in a frefh and lively miiMftry, and in 
•the exerc^fing of die difcipline of the church in a 
gofpel ipirili^ njirher^y many received comfort and 
4rii|i<;atiiMi i anch ibms 4>r us hmag Icnowledge of him 
^om fai^ €arly a(ppestfance in the minHtry, rem^embcr. 
that he «ras zt^ej^ldp to frieo4% beifig. found in 
^odjriae^ ffQMhing<0;4iie witne&of Go4 ia Aofe t^ 
whomfcettiiidllel!<6d: iie was a (filigent and faidiAil' 
labbur^ri, tf^veflMig leveral tim^ €hroijigh m^ p9i^ 
of^i9,4VI^% a<Hl yifitond friends meet^s in Sc^tMUl 
aiid Irtknd^ as akb twice the ^glijP^. fkmadoot m. 
Anurica^ leaving many feals cf his miniftry, having, 
had the approbation and unity of his friends with bis 
Afvlcf bodi at home and abroad. He was a tender 

nurfing 
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Hurfing father m ihe^church) ovt^ tib#'5K>t|di 

God had vifited, to encourage and ftrengthen tfaofe 
newly convinced, to whom'alfo he was a good tx* 
ample ^ and though of a fweet and courteous di(pofi- 
tion, yet careful in the ipirit of wifdbm, to caution 
and guard fuch againft_ the deceitful workings and 
falfe reprefentations of the ipirit of error ; and to di- 
vers of us who vifited him towards the clofe of his 
time, he appeared in a heavenly frame of mind, to 
our great comfort, evidencing a preparation for that 
eternal blifs whereunto (we doubt hot) he is ent<^Kd, 
and reaps the fruits of his labours. 

' Signed in and on fajebalf of our quarterly-meedng, 
held at Tork the 27th aiid 28th of the third 
, ;month,; 1754, by 



BOSSEL MlDDLETON 

^John' ScotT 
B.0BJERT Henderson 
JEdward Stabler . 
RopER Shackletqn 

IvAYTON FiRBANk; ' 

'Willi AM Rird 
John Flintoft, /j 
William .Cowell 

■ • at ■ » ■ ■ " 

John BiRKBECK 
John KiLtfEN •' ' ' 
Tho^asiRov^lanj) :: 
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Samuel Grimshaw 
William Coning 
TttOMAs Aldam^ jliD. 
William Paxnc, 
Tqhn Greenwood 
john 'hustxijr ' '' 
Cai^b Fletcher ^ 

Wl^^LIAM B-ROWN , 

Abraham Sjutcliff . 
John SutcL'i^f ' 
Jonathan CR'AyBN. "^ 
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JOHN RICHARDSON: 

INTRODUCED 

With a Brief Relation concerning his Father 
WILLIAM RICHARDSON. 



IT has been repeatedly revived in my mind, to 
leave the following account concerning my dear 
father WILLIAM RICHARDSON, having alfo 
feen fomething of his own in manufcript, concerning 
his convincement, -with remarks on fome other 
things; but I being young when he died, did not 
then much heed It, and when I would gladly have feen 
it for my own fatisfa^ion, I could not, nor as yet 
can meet with it ; therefore, 

Inafmuch as my father was early convinced of the 
tEuth, a fufferer for it, and bore a pyblick teftimony 

A to 
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to it, I found" it my duty, as near as I could remem- 
ber the contents thereof, to leave this fhort account 
concerning him, viz. 

He -wzs born at North Cave, in the eaft part of 
Yorkfhirc, in the year 1624, of honeft parents, and 
of good repute, and was educated in the Epifcopal 
way, bemg foberly inclined from his childhood and 
upward, a lover and feeker after purity and virtue : 
and I have heard him fay, gave his mind much to 
retirement, reading the Holy Scriptures, breathing 
and feeking after the Lord, efpecially in the fields, 
being by calling a fhepherd ; and it pleafed the Lord 
to open his underftanding fo clearly, that he faw and 
longed for a more excellent difpenfation to come ; and 
lalfo faw that the priefts were wrong, ,and generally 
proud arid covetous, fo that he was weary with fol- 
lowing them, and much weaned from them and all 
company, except two or three men who did meet with 
him, and fpoke one unto another concerning their 
inward conditions, and what they bad experienced of 
the Lord's dealings with them. This was before they 
had heard of the name ^aker^ as it was in a fhort 
time after given to a people which the Lord raifed up 
to give teftimony of the notable and ancient, yet 
newly revived and bleJTed difpenfation of Chrift's 
com.ing, and manifeftation by the Holy Spirit, in- 
wardly in the hearts and minds of the children of 
jnen, in order to enlighten, quicken, fandify, and 

fave 
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fave them' from darknefs, death, ignorance, and fin, 
that they might be made capable of obeying, wodhip- 
ping, and glorifying the great God and ftniftifier of 
them. ' 

•■■1 * 

And as my father was thus waiting and looking for 
a more general breaking forth of this glorious, power- 
ful, and gofpel-day, which had in a good degree fprung 
up in his heart, he had not, as yet, feen that worthy 
^nd good man, George Fox, although he pafled 
through thofe parts abojiit that time; but foon after 
<:ame William Dewsberry, and at the found of 
his voice, I have heard my father fay, he was exceed- 
ing glad, in hearing him declare the way to find the 
loft piece of filver, the peart of great price within^ a 
Saviour near^ that had been held forth by men to be 

> * 

at a diftance. But having left the dark watchmen, of 
whom they ufed to inquire, they now met with their 
Beloved at home, in their own bofoms ; renowned be 
the name of the Lord, now and for ever. 

Thus the hearing and receiving the ever blefled 
truth, was as the feed, or word of the kingdom, fown 
in the g&od ground^ or honeft hearts of men, which 
took root downward and fprang upward, and brought* 
forth fruit in fome tkiriy, m fomey?^/y, and in others 
an hundredfold^ to the praife of the great and good 
hufbandman, 

A. 2, My 
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My faid father was early raifed to bear a pabKdc 
tcftimony, which Was living arid accoptablc to friends^ 
tut was fo ntuch utteiided wi^h weakhefs of body for 
many years, that he went little abroad in the work<of 
the miniftry. He fuffered patiently the fpoiling of his 
goods, and iinprlfonment of his weakly body, in the 
great and more general imprifonment ; he not only 
believed in Jefus Chrift, but fuffered for him ; he was 
a good neighbour, a loving "hufband, and a tender 
•father over all that was good>, but fev-ere to all that 
which was wrong, afid was for j^idgment, without re- 
fpeft of perfons, and fpared it not even to his own 
children ; and efpecially he was rmich concerned for 
me, for, as he faid, / wai the wildeft of them ; and as 
he lived well, and believed in Jefus Chrift, I doubt not 
but he has finifhed his courfe in the love and favour 
of God, is entered into a manfion of glory, and is at 
reft with all the faithful, who h.ued not their lives unto 
deaths but rather hated them in comparifon of that 
endeared and unfeigned love they bore to God the 
Father, and to Jefus Chrift his dear and well-beloved 
Son, who died for thcro, and alfo for the whole world • 

He departed this life- in 1679, aged about fifty- fivie 
years, and was decently buried in friends burying'- 
place at Hotham^ near Cave^ where he was born. 
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NOW having given the foregoing fliort account 
conceraing my father, it remains witli me ta 
leave to pofterityfb me, remarks on my Conmnc^ment^ 
with an accouat of fiindry tnanfaftions, travels, heal- 
ings, and deliverances I met v«?ith, in an'd from my 
youth ta this day, with fame advice and operungs in 
the ^irit of truth. 

I was young vrhen my father diqd, not above thtrteetl 
years of age, yet the Lord was at work by his light, 
grace, and Holy Spirit in my heart, but I knew not 
then what it was which inwardly difquieted my mind, 
idien any thing which was evil did prevail over the 
good in. me, which it oftentiimes did, for want of 
ttkvctg heed to that of God in my heart y I de&red 
eafe and peace feme other way, without taking up the 
crofs of Chrift to my own corrupt will, and ftrove for 
fbme time (as no doubt many do) to make aierry over 
*the juft witnefs, until for a feafon the converting and 
true witnefe of God feemed to be flain, or difappeared^t, 
and then I took liberty, but not in grofs evils which 
many ran into, being preferved' religi|)ufly inclined, 
feeking after profeflbrs, and inquiring, of* them, for 
ray information and iktisfaftion, to find (if I could) 
any thing that was fafe to reft in, or any true and 

A 3 • folid 
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folid comfort to my poor difconfolate and bewildered 
foul, but I was afraid I fliould be deceived, or take 
up a falfe reft in any thing that was wrong or unfafe ; 
which was the great love- and mercy of God to me. 
But after many fearchings and inquirings among thde 
who were but in the letter without, and in the outward 
court, where the veil is over the underftanding, and 
the eye of the mind is not truly opened to fee iiito 
things that are inviflble, and hid from all cafnal-minded 
men j even fo was my flate and zSLiAions hid from 
them, and all the deceitful workings ofSatan, and the 
ftrong temptations which I met with, thefe blind 
guides could not fte, nor their veiled underftandiogs 
know how to direft me to the true Shepherd of Ifrael^ 
the law-giver coming out of Sion^ that turns away 
ungodlinefs from Jacobs and tranfgreffion from Ifrael-^ 
not having truly experienced deliverance wrought in 
them out of this cloudy, bewildered, and tempted iVate 
which I was in. Oh ! that people would come to him 
that hath the eye^fdlve^ with which if the eye be truly 
anointed, it will fee things clearly as they, are, and 
not darkly, miftaking trees for men, and things ter- 
ifeftrial for things celeftial 5 and that they would buy 
gold, tried by the fire of him that is, called the tried 
Jtone^ eleSl and precious^ laid in Sion for a foundation : 
this is Chrtjt whom the true church believes in, and 
builds upon, and they are enriched with his love, 
power, and virtue, which is better than gold out- 
wardly ;, this is the anoint ng^ and tile unSilon^ which 

the 
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the true church hath, and doth receive from ChrlA^ ^ 
the Holy One ; and fuch as do truly put on his righ- 
teoufnefs, purity, and holinefs, their cloathing is better 
than that of fine linen outwardly. Oh T that all tho 
inhabitants of the earth might be thus anointed, en- 
riched, and truly cloathed, that no more inward 
blindnefs or poverty may be found in the children of 
raeny nor the fliame of their nakednefs be any more 
feen, now or hereafter. 

Receive and learn thefe things, you that can, o( 
him that is the faithful and true witnefs, that always 
wiftieffeth againft-the evil in man, but always giveth 
witnefs to the Father, for the good in men which they 
do fay and think. This is the fpirit of him that was 
iliady and is alive^ no more to ke known after the flejhy 
as the apoftle gave leftimony, and is to be known 
inwardly and fpiritually by the children of men, ta 
open the blind eye, and unftop the deaf ear, and 
pierceth into the foul that hath been clouded and cap- 
tivated, imprlfoned, and mlfguided, and even in a 
wildernefs, and fees not a way for deliverance ; like 
Ifrael in the land of Egypty when the Lord Jehovah 
fent Mojes^ a lively type of Chrift, and employed him 
in that great work of ple;iding with, and plaguing 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians-^ yet for a time their 
burthens and affliftions were increafed, and their 
exercifes more imbittered unto them, until that great 
and marvellous work was in a good degree accom- 

A 4 pliflied„ 
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pllflied, which was their deliverance out of Ezypt^ the 
great and mighty work for which A^ofes was chiefly 
fent; which deliverance was not wrought until the 
firft-born of man, and of beaft, was flain throughout 
all the land of Egypt. 

Now the clear opening I had in the light, of what 
is to be underftood, and gathered from hence, is not 
the Jlay'ing of the outward man^ but a putting off^ or 
/laying the body of the fins of the fejhy crucifying, or 
putting off the old man with his deeds ; and as to the 
heafty all cruelty, luft, puOiing, tearing, devouring, 
and favagenefs, is to be flain-or put away ; and the 
corrupt or ftrong will of man, as well as what Is 
beftial, muft be flain before man can come from 
under the power of him who is called the Prince 
of the Power of the Air^ who rules in the hearts of the 
children of d'fobcdience. Thefe things mufl be expe- 
rienced, before the children of men can go forth 
rightly qualified to glorify God, and follow his dear 
Son, whom he hath appointed to be a leader and a 
commander' of his people : This is he, ?i%Mofes declares, 
who is to he heard in all things^ under the penalty of 
being cut off from the people ; or of having their names 
blotted out cf the book of life ; or being deprived of the 
comforts - of the Lord*s holy prefence. Read this, you 
who have heard and'underflood what the fpirit faith 
unto the churches. — I'hefe things I faw, after the true 
witnefs arofe or revived, and the light did fhine which 

had 
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had dirappeared, or had heen clouded* IhavQ h^m 
led into thefe openings, which h^ve C9.gilbd a Wt!^ 
digreflion frpm my wil^critefs ftate I mentiQn^^dr 
before, which I now return to. 

* 

After much fearching widiout, among{( thofe whor 
proved to me fhyjicians of no value^ and m'tfembh 
comforters^ I betook myfelf to a lonefome and retired 
life, breathing after, , and feeking the Lord in tho 
fields^ and private places, beieechiag him, that her 
would bring me to the faving knowledge of kis truth i 
and blefled be the name of the Lord now and foP 
ipver, I had not fought him long with all my heart, 
before I met with his inward appearance to mc^. ia 
and by his Holy Spirit, light, and grice^ i)ut .when the 
true Ifght did begin to fliine move clearly, and ihe 
living witnefs did arife in my inwasd man^ oh ! then 
mytmdone, bewildered, and miferable condidgn. began 
to appear, aiid thetx: great and unutteiaiDfe w^tse . si^ 
€^i^i^s}zxki cfae^difti^is'I wa$ in; I thought no^ 
m9a\ :oondieicia upon tibb ikris c^ tbie. wfadle tftrth.Hiii^ 
Ilbesmriw ;^i3 {fhcmght !l. was-iic^ii^trtt0>die^> al^ilfafr.^ 
Liendw^ow:to>]ii«tv i'thiJigto/iii ,tfc feveiwng^* Qk 
tkat '-.k^ wa^ fmmirBgif an^ in-the^ momiwgi^ tpai ai.tf^i 

0thet> i^l^ocBs^^ iiJ.'Which i itewiy-ifirtierApoBresi vicw^ ^xt^f 

ibpplficwion^ toi4kiiviihki4ie'^xfcDBWf4o(bfeodjf^ 
afEidions,, and the AroivgV^tipdtiQVAohiym tb^O 
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under, and that he wouM rebuke die adveriaiy of my 
fou]) and deliver it, for I even thought it was as in the 
jaws of a devouring lion, and amongft the fiery 
fpirits, and, as it were, under the weight of the 
mountains. Read and underftand the afHt<3ions of 
thy brother, thou that haft come dirough great tribu* 
lations, and haft waOied and made thy garments white 
in the blood of the Lamb ; this is the beginning of 
that baptifm which doth fave^ and of that Waihing of 
regeneration, and renewing of ihc Holy Ghoft, which 
the Lord Jheds upon the believers in abundance ; this is 
die blood vfhxch fprinkletl? the hem t from anevilcen'* 
fciencey that the children $f tneny thus changed, may' 
ferve the Jiving -and true God 5 this is the life which 
converts the tuorld^ even as many as are converted ^ 
this is die virtue, life, and blood, which maketh clean 
the faints garments^, and inwardly wajheth them from all 
fikhinefsy both ofjiejh and/pirit. I found this was and 
is he of whom it is faid. By him were all things made^ 
land he is Lord of all \ a man ought to be fervant to 
hint, and allr things in man fubfervient to him, who 
i^bmlviands and comprehends all diings, in whom alt 
it\k types and ihadows aHb do end,* or are fulfilled. 
Read this, thou virgin daughter, or clean church of 
Qyisn^y\the^ackof thyftrengtky wh^fe name ti) thee is 
a/^ precious otftiment ' found. forthy zxii> hecat^e of the 
faiKUn tUereofy the virgins love hinti attd are imdec 
great oblfgatioiiSi to t>bey and f«>lloii^.him the I^Mnb of 
God, wherefoever. he ieadejtb* 
♦ '. : .' /^ Although 
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. Although I had feen many things, and had divers 
openings, yet great were my trials, and many were 
the temptations I met with in diofe days, for I lived 
at a diftance from friends,, and meetings, which made 
my exercife the harder, as wiU more fully hereafter 
appear, in the courfe of my travels and pilgrimage in 
this vale of tears and troubles, and fome of them not 
very common ; but the Lord helped me through them; 
all, blefled be his name for evep. 

I now came to witne(s that (cripture to be fulfilled, 
which faith, that If^ben the LortT s judgments are in the 
earthy or earthly hearts of men, the inhabitants learn 
rigbteoujne/s : and notwithftanding there was an aver- 
Hon in my wild nature to At people in fcorn called 
^uaiersy as alfo to the name itfeli^ yet when t|ie 
affliding hand of the Lord was upon me for my 
difobedience,. and when,, like Ephraim and Judah^ I 
faw in the li^t my. hurt and my woundy I bemoaned 
myfeif, and mourned over that juft principle of light 
and grace in me, which I had pierced with my fins 
atid difobedience ; and although that minlftration o§ 
condemnation was glorious in its time,, yet great 
were my troubles, which humbled my mind, and 
made me willing to deny myfeif of every thing which 
the light made known in me. to be evil, I being in- 
great, diftreft, and wantij;ig peace and afTurance of the 
love of God tP^ my foul y the weight of which fo 
humbled my mind, that I knew, not of any calling,, 
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people, pni6Hce, or principle, that was lawful and 
rigfit, which I could not embrace, or fall in with. 
This was furely like the day of yacoF^ troubles, and 
Davfd's fears ; I faw that the filth of Sion was to be 
purged a way by the fpirit of judgment and of burning ; 
this is the way of the deliverance and recovery of poor 
men out of the fall, and the time of thd' reftoratioii of 
the kingdom to God's true 1/raef. Read ye that can, 
and underfland. This was the day of my baptifm 
into the love of God, and true faith in his beloved 
Son, as alfo into a feeKng of, or fympathy with him 
in his fufFerings, which were unutterable, and I found 
that miniftration changed ; that which had ieen unto 
death^ was now unto life ; and Che miniftration which 
was of condemnation unto the fifft birth, when that was 
llain, and in a good degree nailed or fattened to the 
crofs of Chrift, the power of God, then the good 
prevailed over the evil, and working out the evil in 
the mind, and alfo in the members, made all good or 
holy. The Lord's living power, and cohfuming 
burning word, when it works and prevails, it brings 
into fubjeftion, and maketh the very heart or ground 
holy in men. 

Whereas there had been an averfion in me to the 
people called in fcorn ^akers^ and alfo to their ftriA 
living, and demeanour, plainnefs of habit, and Ian-. 
guage, fo none of thefe 1 leatned from them ; for 
when the Lord changed my heart, he alfo changed my 
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tlioughts, words, and ways, and there betf!ame«dn 
averfion in me to vice, fin, and vanity, all there had 
been to the ways of virtue ; but havrng tafted of the 
terrors and judgments of God becdufe of'fitr, Iwas 
warned to flee from fuch things as occafloned (Shrift's 
coming, not to bring ptace upon the eanh^ hut a fword\ 
a fword indeed, yea, his heart-penetrating, fearching 
word, which is Jharper than any two-edged fwordy that 
pierceth to the cutting or dividing afunder between flejh 
and fptrity joints and marrow. And as thus I came 
to fee and abhor the evil in myfelf, when fuch v^a 
had been my companions in vanity reviled me, or 
came in my way, I was often moved to warn and 
reprove them, having, as before hinted, tafted of the 
terrors of the Lord for fin, I could not well forbear 
to warn others to flee fuch things as I had been judged 
for. Now I came clearlv to be coiwinccd about the 
hat'honour^ bowing the knee^ the corrupt language^ as 
well zs finery in habit ; all which, for confcience-feke^ 
and the peace thereof, I came to' deny^ and takfe uj^ 
the crofs to, and had great peace in fo doing. • - 

Although the bleffed truth thus prevailed in me, yet 
notwithilandlng I was not without great coh#i^s of 
lj)irit, temptations, and trials of divers kinds 5 never- 
thelefs' my mind was refigned to the* LoiiS, an^ «fty 
fervent pra^^ers were to him, and' he kept line, ^ and 
opened my uhderftaftding, for I was afraid of b^iftg 
mifled In anything, efpecially relating to my falvation : 

I came 
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I Ctme to be vreaned from all my companions aa^ 
lovers wbick I had taken delight and pleafure i% and 
all things in this world were litde to me, my mind 
being moch redeemed out of the worlds and not only 
the corrupt and evil part thereof, but even from the 
lawful part ; fo that my heart and mind became much 
inclined and given up to feek the Lord, waiting upon 
him to feel his prefence, and peace, and to know his- 
will) and receive power to do the fame. 

As thus my mind came to be brought into a de- 
pending and waiting frame upon the Lord, and to be 
flayed in the light, and experimentally and feelingly to« 
partake of his love and grace, which helped me againfl 
my infirmities, (blefled be his name) I fouiid it fufii- 
cient for me, as I kept to it^ in all trials and tempta* 
tions ; then I came to fee, that all the outward per- 
formances in matters of religion did not avail nor 
rpnder man acceptable to God, but as the heart came 
to be truly given up to him,, that he might not otdy. 
purge it from defilement, but keep it clean throughs 
the indwelling of his Holy Spirit : and, as near as I 
remember, I faw clearly through thefe things befere^ 
the fixteenth year of my age ; although, between t^a 
death of my father and this time, I took liberty to go« 
among what people I would, my mother giving us 
great liberty, although (he was a woman well ac* 
counted of among all people who knew her, and not. 
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utidbferV^yi for her induflrry and fair dealing. c<v(V* ' 
cerning the things of this world. 

After this time I attended the meetings of the. 
Lord's people called fakers, as diligently as my cir- 
cumftances would well admit : my mother being left 
with five children, I had only one fifter who was eldec 
than myfelf) and three brothers younger, the youngeil: 
about three years old when my father died, he leaving 
but little of this world to bring us up with ; yet my 
parents always had as mjuch as kept them above con^ 
tempt, and nobody lofl: by them i but I found myfelf 
under a neceility to work hard for my own fupport, 
the help of my mother, and education of my brothers, 
more efpeclally as my fifter died Toon after. 

We being left in a farm of grazing, and part huf- 
bandry or tillage, did well as to the things of this 
world, yet I cannot well omit mentioning one thing 
wiuch becamBL a great exercife to me, which was 
thus : My mother married one that was zealous for 
the FreJbyUryy and I being much againft it, fhewed 
my.diflike to the marriage, and told my mother, / 
wm afraid that /he had too much an eye to what be hady 
for he was counted rich as to t^his world ; hut if flje 
thought- to augment our portion info marry ing^ the hand 
tf ^the Lord .mould be ~ againft her^ gnd a hlafting or 
Tnildew -would come upon even that which we had got 
through indujiry and hard labour ^^ and what the Lord 

had 
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had intended to have hlejfed U us, if we kept ftkkful ta 
the truth, and contented ourfehes with our frefent con^ 
ditions. Then my mother confeiTed, that as to the 
worldly enjoyments, it had not been better with her than 
now. I muff write with great caution ; (he was my 
mother, and a tender mother over me, and was loth 
to offend me, and had promifed, as far as (he well 
durft, not to marry with any one with whom I was 
not fatisfied. But as to their procedure in courtfhip, 
and marriage, from this time I was entirely ignorant, 
until it was accompliftied. But when my poor mo- 
ther was married, her cry was, My fon, how Jhall I 
ever be able to look him in the face any more, it will be 
fuch a trouble to him ; he that hath not at any time dif^ 
obliged me, hut if I hid him go, he ran ; and if I bid 
him do any thing, he did it with all hii might ; or to 
that efFedt, as fcveral told me who heard her. But 
(he being married, what we had was mixed with my 
father-in-law's goods, and my mother died firft, arwt 
our father married again, made his will, and ^yrhg^ 
left me five {hillings for all fny p^rt, which' waS'^'of 
right to defcend from my own paferits upon mc;*I 
gave his executors a receipt in fall, iind there was an 
end of all, except fome fmall matter given to my 
youngeft brother, for the reft of my brothers and 
fifters Were dead. As near as Irememhcr, this msti^-^^ 
riage was in the rfghteenth yeaf of my agty fo th^t 
what I forefaw about the Haft and mUdeiv, caihe^to 
pafs, , • 

Now 



( 17 ) 

Now to return to my further account concerning 
the troubles and trials that attended nie in the time 
while I was in my father-in-law and mother's houfe, 
after marriage ; we, and what we had, being removed 
to his houfe, except part of the ftock which was left 
in the ground. Now I forefaw that I was like to 
come to a great trial, and I was brought very low, 
what with the trouble about the marriage, and the 
efxercife of my mind concernmg my own condition, 
having had many great conflidts of fpirit, fo that I 
was almoft in defpair, had not the Lord in whom I 
believed, rrfen in his power, and rebtiked the adver- 
fary of my foul, I had been overthrown, and fw^aMowed 
up in the floods of the temptations that were caft out 
of the mouth of the red fiery-lake dragon after me, in 
this the day of my great and ftrong trouble and 
travail 5 but the God of love- and pity few me, and 
helped me in my diftrcfs, and- m a day and time ac- 
ceptable; he that heard poor Ifimael when he cried 
from under the flirub, and fent or gave relief to him 
and his mother, who with him was gone fronv 
Abraham's houfe, few me in this gres^t ftreight/ 
Alfo, when I came to my father's houfe, he being a 
man much given to family duties, of feying grace, 
&c. before and after meat, none of which I could 
comply with, except I felt evidently the fpirit of truth 
to attend therein, and open the heart and mouth into 
fuch duties. The firff day I came to the houfe, being 

called 
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called to the table widi all or moft of the family, I 
thought, Is it now come to this f I muft either diffleafe 
my heavenly or earthly father : but, oh ! the awfulneis, 
or deep exercife, which was upon my fpirit, and ftrong 
cries that afcended unto the Lord for my help and 
prefervation that I might not oSend him. My fadier* 
in-law fat with his hat partly on, and partly oiF, with 
his eyes fixed on me, as likewife mine were on him 
in much fear ; fo we continued as long or longer than 
he ufed to be in faying grace, as they call it, but ikid 
nothing that we heard \ fo at length he put on his hat 
again, to the wonder of the family : neither did be 
then, or ever after, a(k me why I did not put off my^ 
hat; neither did he perform that ceremony all' the 
time I ftayed with him, which was above one year i 
thus the Lord helped me, ]:enowned be his great 
name now and for ever. My father might feem for 
age, fpirit, and underftanding, to have been much 
more than a match for me, a poor flirub, . but the 
Lord (who caufed the pillar of the cloud to. be bright 
and give light to Ifraely and brought daricnefs upon 
the Egypt iansy and fought againft them, and for 
Ifrael) I believe touched and fmate my poor father,, 
that he could not rife up againft that power the Lord, 
helped me with : for it was not mine but the Lord's 
doing, to him be given the attributes of praife, falva- 
tipn, and ftrength, now and for ever. I faw clearly^, 
that, there could not be any true and acceptable wor- 
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(kip performed to God^ but what was in the fpirif, 
and in the ti-uth ; neither could any pray aright, but 
as^he fpirjt helped them, which teacheth how to pray, 
and what to. pray for, and rightly prepares the mind, 
and guides it in the performance of every fervice which 
the Lord Calls for from his children. 

I found my father-in-law was much difpleafed with 
my going to meetings, yet I could not fee what way 
to appeafe his difpleafure, except in being very diligent 
(which I was) in his buiinefs, rather beyond my abi- 
lity, working very hard ; it is almpft incredible what 
ihy poor little weak body went through in thofc days, 
but all would not gain his love, for the longer I ftaid 
with hiflii the more his love declined from me } 
although I told him he need not he uneafy about my 
wages\y for I would Itave that to himfelf: I could not 
fee what he coijld have ^ainft me, except my going 
to meetings y however that was all he alledged; No\^ 
when his former ftratagems would not do, he oiFered 
me a horfe to ride on, if I would go with him to his 
place of worfhip. I met with many a fnib and four 
countenance from him, in my return on foot from 
meetings, although as feafoftably as my body was 
capable of performing ; for my father commonly fen^ 
me on the firft-day mornings into the .fields a mile or 
two, and as far upon a common to look at beafts, 
horfes, and fheep, (all this on foot) I thought with a 
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^^eHgn to weary and make me uncapable of going ta 
meetings ; all vrhich I bore patiently, neither^ that I 
remennber, ever fai<J, this is hard ufage : after all this, 
to the great grief of my p^or mother, I had to go 
two, three, four, five, and fometimes ftx miles, to 
friends meetings. After I had walked £Ul, and- rail 
fometimes with my ihoes under my arms for want of 
tim^, I have feen many friends weep, and could not 
forbear whea they bw me come into the meeting vei^ 
hot and in a great fweat, they being in part fenfiUe 
of the hard taik I had to undergo* 

There h one thing ibimewhat reniaii:ablte, i^icfa 
was thus : One firft«day morning, when I was about 
going to the meeting, my father faid, if I would ridg 
upon fuch a young marey as he mentioned, / might j 
which was one of the greateft of ten or twelve horfes 
which he kept, about four years old, atid not before 
rid at all : I thought his^ defign was more to himdei; 
me of the meeting than any good to rhe, or any ex- 
pe^ation of getting his mare rightly broke^ but i 
accepted his offer, only aiking how I might catch 
her: having got help to anfwer that, (he being abroad, 
I put on the bridle, and inounted the topping beaft, 
and upon her firft refiftance, down fhe came ; for that 
was my way : and if the firft or fecond fall did not, 
the third moftly cured them from ftriving to throw 
the rider : I commonly fell upon my feet, and endea- 
voured fo to free my legs that {he might not fall upon 

them. 



them, and then (pacing up on her 4»su:k ^hile down, 

smd made ber rife with i»e; fo away we went/ and 

caixieftn'^oe titne to che meeting. This was partly 

iht beginning of this. >wsiy of isanaging horCes by* me; 

^i;>rld txitbe .meedngs two or three time&, and then 

^my'latber 'afbed-rine, nf the mare did not <utry me 

foberiy: I Tepfljed, 3*1? did^ then I fnuft have her no 

tnore, he wouid msdce her his faddle-mare ; fo I 

Retook rnyfelF to flsy feet again, except feme other 

•fuch -li'ke tnfn came. The i»rd's mighty power 

bore me u|), and be gave 'nme as it were hinds feet, 

-arid enabled me to go through thefe exercifes, and to 

bear the burthen in ihe heat of the day of ^ my 

trials, inwardly atnd outwardly, which were many and 

various. 

Now the laft ftratagem my father ufed to hinder 
nuy going to meetings was thus : He took me in his 
arms in great fbcw of kij^idnefs, faying, If I would 
he as ajon to h'my IJhduWjind he would be a father to. 
me, exprefling fbmething about his having no near 
kindred, (and much iftOd* ta the fame affedl he faid 
to my brother Darnel,^ who was an innotent, wife, 
••and clean -fpirited lad) I replied to hirfi, If in thus 
making "me thy fin, thmi intends to hinder me from going 
'to fneeti^^gs, -dr ro '^bilge me to go wkh thee^o the Pref- 
fcyterfefft ^ee^k^s^ or ^ny-^mg that isagainfl my com^ 
fcience, I cannot upon this bottom be ihyfon\ and, for 
the fame reafons, I refufed to be his hired fervant, 

although 
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although he ofiered to hire me, and give me wages* 
Now when he faw that neither frowns, threatsenings^ 
hardfhips, nor great promifes erf* kindnefs could prevail 

with me, he told me bluntly and xwx^^^I jhuild ftay 
no longer in his houfe: I innocently anfwered^ I could 
not help it if it muft be fo^ as all I could do wauU not 
give him content^ without hurting my confcience^ and the 
peace nf my mindy which 1 valued above ell mutable 
things of this world. My poor mother heard my 
pleading with him, and. how I. ofiered to do the beft 
for him I was capable of by night oi' day, (as I always 
had done) if he would be. eafy, and let me have his 
countenance ; but this was the fentence, No^ I fhould 
notjlay in the houfe : and indeed that troubled my pota: 
mother fo, that I was forced to leave my father, and 
go to endeavour to mitigate her great trouble by 
telling her, that if I was but faithful^ the Lord^ I 
ielievedy would take care of me that I Jkould mt want ; 
^nd the more fully to discharge myfelf, I reminded 
her, that as Jhe had entered into marriage covenants 
with her bufiand^ Jhe Jkould endeavour to perform them^ 
^nd in every thin^ faithfully, to d'fcharge herfelf as a 
wife ought to do to a httjhand^ and leave me and all^ and 
cleave to him^ and to make her lif^ as eafy as Jhe could: 
I alfo told her, never to fend m^ 0^ thing that my father 
knew not of for I was. not free to receive it^i although 
. what we had yr^s in (lis hand> and all fiink there, aS I 
mentioned before. 

I write 
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I write this partly, that all who do marry, may 
take rpecial heed that it be done with great caution,, 
and under due confideration, and the Lord fought to 
in it, that it may be done in his counfel, and not only 
nominally, but truly in his fear^ and then no doubt 
but it will be well with both hufband and wife ; and 
being equally yoked, fuch will not only be meet and 
true helpers in all things belonging to this life, but 
more efpecially in things appertaining to the world 
tliat is to come, and the good of the immortal foul^ 
which to the faithful people of the Lord is of great 
value. Oh* ! how happily and peaceably do fuch live 
together in the Lord, as they keep to that which thus 
joined them : there is more in it, both as to the pa- 
rents and their pofterity, than it is to be feared many 
coniider or think of, as^is but too apparent in the 
many forward and unequal marriages which I have 
made obfervation of. ' 

One remarkable paiTage occurs to my thoughts, 
which happened thus : My father having been at the 
' PrefbyUrian meeting, and come home, he, as his 
manner was, put me or my brother upon reading the 
prieft's text, which had been that day in Daniel^ con- 
cerning his being caft into the den of lions, for his 
not regarding the king's decree, but on the contrary, 
prayed to the God of heaven with his windows open 
toward yerufalem^ after his wonted manner. My 
Either made his obfcrvations as my brother read, and 
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very much magnified Damil^ and (aid, tbifpirit §f God 
was in hintj hut that there were none fuch as Mm in ibefe 
our days. I owned that he was indeed an extraordinary 
man J but that there were none endowed with a nuafure 
of the fame fpirit in any degree^ in that I diflented from 
him, and gave my father a brief account of the laaay 
iiifierings of our friends^ fome of which were paft, 
and (bme then under fufferings for the word of God, 
and the teftimony of Jefus, which they bore for him, 
and efpecially the great fufferings of our dear friends 
in NeW'Engkndy viz. hard imprifonments, cruel 
whippings, cutting off ears, baniihntent if they re- 
turned into New^ England any more ; and I (hewed 
htm likewifc, how they put to death Marmaduke 
Stephenfon^ PFiiliam Robinfony fVilUam Leddra^ and 
Mary Dyer^ for no other caufe but labouring to tijim 
people from darknefs to ligbty and from the power of 
Satan to the living power of God^ to his light, grace, 
and Holy Spirit in their hearts, and labouring to bring 
the people from persecution, pride, and every evil 
work and way, to live a (elf- denying, humble life, a* 
life agreeable to the Chri/Hanity they profefTed ; this 
was the purport or fubftance of the fervice they were 
called to, and fo deeply fuffered for: from whence I 
inferred, there was fome what of the (pirit of God in 
man in thefe days as there was in Daniel, and many 
more formerly, which helped and bore them up tn 
their great fufFerings. Now my fether confefied, it 
was true fome fuffered far good, and fome for evili and 
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Withal faid, he had now lived to the age of about Jixty^ 
five year 5^ and although he heard us telling of a principle^ 
or light with'wy yet he knew not what it was* I replied 
very meekly,* If he would hear me, I would tell him 
what it was ; which I did in the words following; : 
TVhen at any time thou haji been under a temptation to 
put forth thy hand to fieal^ or to lie for advantage^ or 
by provocation tofwear^ or any evil work or word^ haji 
not thou found fomething in thee^ that hath /hewed thee 
thou ought ejl not to have faid or done fo^ which ^ if thou 
hadfl taken heed tOy and not faid or done wrongs haft 
thou not found great peace and inward comfort in thy 
mind? But if thou hafl faid or done wrongs haft thou 
not found great difquietnefs and trouble of mind? This 
is the inward principlcj lights or grace^ that God hath 
placed in man to help and direSf him^ which we the 
people of God called Quakers, do hold agreeable to the 
Holy Scriptures, My father fmote his hands together, 
and confefled it was true. 

But that I was not willing to break in upon this 
ftory, but keep it entire, there was one thing worthy 
of notice, which I now come to, wiftiing it may be 
duly confidered by all who read or hear it . When I 
mentioned Marmaduke Stephenfon^ that good man, and 
jgreat fufFerer in the caufe of Chrifl, as before, my 
mother faid, it was true { for fhe lived a fervant with 
Edward Wilberfofs^ an honeft ^aker in Skipton^ where 
Marmaduke Stephenfon was a day-labourer, about 4he 
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time he had his call to go. to Ntiu» England, See Ae 
account of NiW'Engiand judged, not by man as many 
but by the fpirit of the living God^ written by Gtorge 

• ^A^Pi (which may be bad of the printer hereof.) If 
I remember right Qit faid. He was fuch a man as Jbe 

, never kmu^ f^r his very countenance was a terror to 

■ them, and he had a gnat check upon all the family ; if 
at any time any of the fervanis had been wild, or any 

. u/ay out of the truth, if they did hut fee him, or hear 
him comings they were Jlruck with fear, and were till 
quiet and Jim : and if but one of the children came 
into the houfe wb^ire he laboured, and he would not 
have it to come^ thefe were his words. Go thy way ; 
or. Go home, Icji I whip thee ; and they were fiibje(Sl 
and qtriet. This ample and excellent account, I 
thought had fome reach upon my father, hawever^ it 
much afFe£led my mrnd. Oh ! that we the profefibrs 
€)f the &me holy truth, may fo Kve in it, as to reign 
over every wrong thing in ourfelves, and alio in others, 
but efpecially in our children. 

Some little time before the marriage of my motber, 
I was brought into the publick work of the miniftry, 
concerning which I had many reafonings, being young, 
fcarce eighteen years old> and naturally of a ftammerr 
ing tojigue, which I could not overcame, although I 
had ufed what endeavours lay in my power as a man, 
considering my years and education, all would not do 
IMtttil the truth helped me ; but stfter many conAicSts, 
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great troubks, dnd temptations, the worft I ever met 
with, and the moft piercing forrow I ever yet had 
been in fince I came to the knowledge of the blefled 
truth was, when through reafonings, difobedience, and 
uiiwillingnefs to comply with, and anfwer the Lord's 
requirings, he in difpleafure took away from me the 
comfort of his holy prefence for feveral months to^ 
gether. Oh ! the tribulations and penetrating troubles 
1 met withal in this condition, no tongue is able to 
exprefs, no nor the heart of any finite creature is able 
to conceive the depth of the anxiety of the. heart . 
)>iercing and wounding forrows I was in ; I thought 
my ftate was as bad as Jonah" %^ for furely if -there be 
a hell upon earth, I was in it : what greater hell can 
be here to a quickened foul, and an enlightened un- 
derftandiDg,-who hath tailed of the goodnefs of God, 
and of the power?, \i\ a degree, of the world to come, 
than to be deprived thereof, and think they are fallen 
away from this ftate ? I coukl fcarcely believe I 
i^uld ever have repentance granted to me, or be 
reftored again into the love and favour of God, when 
I found that river of life dried upy as to me, widich 
did btfore^ ndt only make me, but even all the whok 
city ofGadj truly glad: but being left under an appre- 
henfion of the Lord's difpleafure, and in part a par- 
taker of the terrors of his wrath, oh ! I thought 
furply the very mountains, and even the hills, were 
not fufHcient (if they could have been put into the 
fcales or balance) to have weighed againft my troubles 

B 2 and 



' 
d 



( 28 ) 

and afflictions they were fo great ; but as the Lord 
had by his judgments brought me in a good degree 
from the vice and vanity of this world, now by his 
judgments he made me willing to give up to anfv^er 
bis requirings in part, and in my obedience to him I 
began to feel fome comfort of love and fellowfhip of 
the>Spirit of the Lord in myfelf, and in his people, 
who were brought to be partakers of the like ftU 
lowfhip. 

Now I return to the matter about my being turned 
out of my father's hou(e, which I mentioned before, 
J^ut was willing to keep this folemn account entire, 
with deilres it may be a caution to all, in whom the 
Lord is at work in the fame manner, not to reafon or 
gainfay fo much as I did, but to give up freely and 
cheerfully to the will of God, When I faw I muft 
turn out, I thought it expedient to acquaint fome 
worthy friends with it, left any undue refie£l:ions 
ihould be caft upon the truth, or friendp, or myfelf, 
that if fo, thefe friends might be able to contradidl 
them ; fo J acquainted Sebajiian Ellethorp^ and that 
worthy man and minifter of the gofpel Benjamin Pad- 
Uy^ two of the chief friends in Ellington monthly- 
meeting, and they came t6 my father's houfe, and 
when they came, they began to inquire about the 
reafons why I went away ; and, if my father had any 
thing againft me concerning the bujinefs he employed me 
in i and, whether I was not faithful and diligent in 

all 
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4iU his affairs he fent me about : he confefled, / was } 
and thought none could exceed me. They faid, Tf^ell 
then^ what is the reafon of that mifunierjlanding which 
is betwixt thee and thy fon^in-law ? Is it about bis 
going to meetings ? When they underftood his rea- 
fons, which w:re not hard to do, they exprefled a ' 
pity towards mc that I could have no more liberty \ 
and they thought, as I was fo diligent in his bujinefs^ 
if he would give me a little more liberty to go to meet^ 
ings^ it would be more encouragement to me. At which 
he took offence, and gave the good men rough lan- 
guage, and afked, w/W /A^y had to do with him and 
his fon ; and bid them go home^ and mind their own 
bufinefs ; which they^ere much troubled at, efpoci- 
ally for my fake, and much pitied me, and wondered 
how I had lived with him fo long ; for he faid in 
fhort, that there was no abiding for me there. But 
Sebajlian Eilsthorp told me, which was mightily to 
my comfort, that my father had nothing agalnfl me-^ 
fave that concerning the law of my God, "I'his is the 
fenfe, if not the words, of thefe wife and good men, 
which pafied betwixt them and my father, as they 
expreffed them to me j for I was not there when they 
were iOgethcr. 

Notwithftanding I pleaded with my father to let me 
ftay until I couid hear of a place, he would., not, 
though I wa^fcjrce fit for feivice, bc'ng lilmofl: like 
tn anatomy (as tlie faying is) fo that moft who knew 
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me, faid,' 7 would pine away in a cofiftimption 5 btrt 
turn out I muf}, and did, though I was weak, poor 
and low in body, mind, pocket, and cloaths ; for I 
think I had bat twelve-pence in my pocket, and very 
ordinary cloaths upon my back. Thus I took my 
folcmn leave of ihe family, with my heart full, but I 
k^t inward to the Lord, and under truth's govern- 
ment ; many tears were fbed in the family, efpecially 
my poor mother, when \ left them j ' my father faid 
little, biit appeared like one ft ruck with wonder, to 
fee fo much love manifefted towards me by the fami- 
ly, and fo much wishing that T might not go away : 
but out I came upon the great common aforemen- 
tioned, where I had had many (blitary walk?, but none 
like this, for this reafor>, that I knew not where to gff, 
I then thought of Jbrahcnn^ who was called out of Ur 
m the land of the Chaldeans'^ as it is briefly mentioned 
hy Stephen ; but this was the difference betwixt us, 
he was called* I was forced cut. But as I was walk- 
ing upon ^t common, the fenfe of my weak condi- 
tion, not knowing whither to go, nor where to lay 
my head, although I had many friend?, yet I could 
fiot be free to go to them, imlefs I hud known they 
had bufmefs for me, being not of a forward,' but ra^- 
ther backward and fhy difpofition : I fay, the {tc& 
&nd weight of my condition came over me to that 
degree, that it appeared to me as though my way 
was hedged up on every fide, inwardly and outward- 
ly ; i even thought myfeif like a pelican in the wil- 
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dferncfi, or as aA owl in the defait, there «pp«aruig to' 
me fcarce a man in all tlie earth in my conditibn, 
every way confidcred ; and m the {tn{Q and deep con- 
fkl ©ration of "my prefent wiWernefs ftate, I felt my* 
felf under a great oppfeflion of i^irit, and my heart^ 
{sealed full, like a bottk that wanlicd vent : I looked 
rbunid about 'me to fee that none were near to fee my 
tears, nor hear my cries, and in the very angutfli and 
bJttcrnefs of my foul I poured forth my complaints, 
cries and tears, to the Judge of all the earth, wha 
fpoke to me and comforted me in this my deplorable 
itate, which was worfe than ya^o^s when he lay upon 
the ground, and had a ftone for his pillow ; he bad 
his near kindred to go to, who he might expedt 
wouM receive him gladly, but I had none to go to 
but fuch as rather reviled me, and gave me hard Ian-* 
guage V but the Lord fa id unto me, as if a man had 
fyofce, Fir/i ftek the kingdom df heaven^ and the righte-^ 
ouffiefi ihtreaf^ and all thefe thirtgs that tfyou Jlandfji in 
Heed of Jhall be gwen unto thte. I then defired he 
would be pleafed to (hew me the place I (hould go 
to ; and the Lord opened my way, and (hewed the 
the houfe I fhotild go to, and abide in for a time. I 
faidy Good is the word of the Loi d : \ believed, and it 
was a great mejlns to ftay my mind, and fettle it iii 
the truth, with full purpofe of heart to follow the 
Lord, and obey his requirings, according to the 
knowledge and ability given me ; yet reafonings at- 
tended me J two things especially flood much in my 
* ' B 4 way 
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way, yea, three things were a lett to me, for Coon 
after I came to the friend's houfe in South ^Qiff^ viz. 
JVilliam Allon by name, I bound myfelf to him to 
learn his trade of a weaver, and after I was bound, I 
found this good man loved me, and I loved him to 
the day of his death ; and he often faid, be was bleffid 
for my fake^ and all that appertained unto him^ ; for 
when I went to him he was very poor, but he in- 
creafed very confiderably after I went to live with 
him. 

I come now to the particulars which flood in my 

way of anfwering the Lord's commands fo fully -as 

fometimes I fhould have done ^ firjiy a violent humour 

flell into one cf my legs foon after I was bound appreii- 

ticc, which I with others thought was much occa« 

fioned by hard ufage, heats and colds, and many fur- 

feits, even from my infancy ; which lamenefs held 

me about two years, and I fufFered much by the faid 

leg, and it much difcouraged and difabled me. The 

fecond hindrance was, my low circumjiances in the 

world, which very few knew of^ becaufe the common 

fame wa?, (and not without fome truth) that I had 

rich parents. I have given an account already how 

they were circumftanccd, and fo I leave them at pre- 

• fent, and proceed : but few knew the ftraits I met 

withal ; yet my truly religious mafter, if he under- 

ftood any. thing was upon my mind to go to vifit any 

meeting, or meetings,, he. wculd fay,- Take my mare 

and 
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end go thy way^ and be not uneafy^ neither about the 
mare nor bufinefs ; nor do-: ^ot haften thyfelf, Thefe 
kindnefles made me often thoughtful how I might 
return fuftable acknowledgment?, and be duly grate- 
ful for the feme : I was diligent in my matter's bu- 
finefs, not ferving him with eye-fervice, but faith- 
fully ; believing it good and acceptable in the fight 
of God, and I had great peace in it ; my mafter 
never foun4 fault with me for doing too little, but 
often for d^mg too much, and would fometimes fay, 
/ think thoii wilt cleave to the beam -; come off: and let us 
walk into the fields and fee how things are there. Now 
as to the //;/>^ hindrance, the account of which I was 
not willing to have interwoven with matters of lefs 
moment, although the healing of my very fore leg, I 
attribute to the great and good Providence of God ; 
for in a fhort time after I gave up freely and cheer- 
fully to anfwer the Lord's requirings, the Lord healed ^ 
me of my lamenefs ; and when I cried unto him, that 
he would alfo heal my tongue of its ftammering, be- 
lieving that the Lord was able to take away the im- 
pediment of my tongue, as he was tp flop the violence 
of that hurpour which had attended my body, and had 
a recourfe to my leg, and made it fore from above the 
ancle to the knee : and notwithftanding feveral men 
had given their advice, and had (hewed their fkiil, it 
all proved inefFecSual, until I came to believe in Jefus 
Chrift, and to prcfs throu^^h all to him, and to touch 
the ikirt,, or lowed appearance of his blefled truth . 
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a«(! power, in which I found tree healing virtue 60 
my foul, and alfo to my body, and to my tongue, even 
to my admiration ; fo that I did not only fpeak plaifi 
in the teftimony the Lord gave me to bear, but alfo 
fpoke plain irr my common intcrcourfe with men. 

I was like wife in thcfe days under the dHpenfationi 
cfopeirings and vifions, and thought myfelf as it 
were upon* Mount Ptfgah^ atid few into the holy land, 
and, into things relating to God and hts heavenly 
kingdom, -and into his work and way of bringing man 
Out of the fall and . alienation to hrmfelf again, and 
into a heavenly ftate m Chrrft, as m^fn yields true 
obedience unto the leadmgs and operation of h« 
bleffed Grace" and Holy Spirit irt the heart. Btrt 
under fach difpenfations it is fequifrte, yea, of abfolute 
nccefflty, that man be brought into trud felf-dernr^l, bii 
alfo into a depending frame of mind, aird true refig- 
nation of will to the will of God, and a daily fitting 
as in the duff, as to the motions and x<rorkings of ther 
creature as fuch ; for all that is of man's working, 01* 
work, does but lett 01 hinder the fpiritual work oS 
God in the heart ; and we muft come truly to knotv' 
all flefhly motions, and the workings in ihatr^s owrt* 
will and fpirit, \o be fileiiced, to hear the vdic^' of' 
God, which is a ftjll fmftll voicej and not to be heard 
in the hoife and hurries of the woHd ; neither when 
the mind is bufied with things agreeable to cJuf oWli 
corrupt wills and* depraved nature. 

• ' But 
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B«t although at times I had clear fights into niah;(r 
heavenly things, and alfo had at times comfortable 
enjoyments of the living prefence of God, yet t 
wanted to be more eftabliflied in the unchangeable 
truth, which I had at times fome comfortable feeling 
of ; and in crying to the Lord, I found he inclined 
unto me, and, as Davtd faid, he heard my cnes, and 
plucked my feet tmt of the mire and clay^ andfet theTft 
upon a roci^ that was higher than I, and in paft 
eflahlijhed my goings^ and put a newfong into my mouthy 
even highpraifes unto the Lord for ail his tender merries 
io me in thefe trying times ; and now being more cru- 
cified to tht world, and the fpirit of it, I witnefled a 
more conftant indwelling of the heavenly power and 
living prefence, light, and grace \ I came to be 
brought into ftillnefs, and it became moft agreeable 
to my condition to keep much in filence, and wait 
upon the Lord for the Renewing of ftrength, £hat 
thereby I might futmount all temptations and trials 
that might fall in my way, or which I iiiight be tried- 
"NVith, which were not a few. 

* 

Now thefe things before recited, are worthy of 
commemoration, and proved great confirmations to* 
me in the truth, in thefe days of my tribulations and' 
great trials :' read and believe, thbu that canft, for 
they are faithful and true fayings. After the Lord 
had healed me, he fent me forth in the work of the 
mlniftry, and the firft journey I took foathward was- 
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into Lincolnjfjtre^ Nottinghamjhlre^ and through Covcn^ 
iry^ and fo to JVarwick to fee iniliam Dtw/berry^ 
One thing is remarkable upon JViliartC^ inquiry, 
what way I came : In roy account of the particular 
towns and places I had pafled through, I mentioned 
Coventry^ which was the hft and the worft ; for fome 
of the rude people flung ftones at me, with great 
violence, as I was (peaking in the meeting, fo that 
had the Lord fuffered them to have hit me, they mwA 
iiave fpoiled me ; but my faith in the Lord, and the 
firength of the truth, bore up my mind above fear of 
the outward man, or what wicked men could do to 
me. After JVilliam had heard my account, he fixed 
his eyes on me, .and faid. Thou mu/i go back again to 
Coventry. I appeared unwilling, for two reafons : 
fir/Jy becaufe I thought I had cleared myfelf of that 
people : Jecondly^ I thought it not fafe to run myfelf 
into danger of fuSering, unlefs I was fatisfied the 
Lord required it of me. But William was pofitive, 
and faid, / mufl gOyfor there was a ftrvice for rne to do 
there. Upon a deliberate confideration of the matter, 
and a feeking to the Lord to know his will in it, I 
found my way clear to go, and I had fome fervice and 
good fatisfaclion, and left friends nearer to one another 
than when 1 firft met with them \ for there had been 
a mifunderftanding amongft fome friends in that city : 
fo I came from thence to Tamworthy where there was 
a dilFecjnce, efpecial'y betwixt two friends s both of 
them had b^eu fuch as had made fome confiderabb 

figure 
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figure 'among friends : I felt it upon me to go to the 
man, to warn him of the fpirit of prejudice and envy, 
for if he gave way to it, it would eat out his love to 
friends and truth, and he would decline meetings, and 
come to nought, and turn his back on the truth ; 
which came to be fulfilled, as I afterwards heard ; for 
he became a loofe man, and lifted himfelf to be a 
foldier. I was zealous for the name of the Lord, and 
had a great concern upon my mind for the promulga- 
tion of the truth, and where I met with loofe profeflbrs 
of the truth, it was a gseat exercife to me. 

When I returned home from this, and indeed frorn 
all my journeys, I took care what I well could, fo far 
as my weak body was capable, to fall into bufinefs, 
and not to loiter away my time, neither abroad nor at 
home. My weak conftitution would not well bear 
the weaving trade, therefore I left it much againft my 
will ; but I wrought upon clock and watch work, and 
many other- things, which fupplied my neceflities, the 
Lord allowing me as much time at home as put me in 
a condition reafonably fit for travel, and then I was 
inclined to go to vifit friends. Many things I omit, 
bccaufe I am nor willing to fwell my account too 
much. I travelled through moft parts o^ England four 
times, and twice through moft parts of Wales^ between 
the twentieth and twenty-eighth year of my age. 

After 
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After the Lord had opened my heart, and I came 
In part to underftand the Floly Scriptures, and to have 
a feeling of that Holy Spirit in which the holy penmen 
wrote them, and a fympathy with the fpirits and 
cxercifes of the righteous therein mentioned, I took 
great delight in reading them, and having a good me- 
piory, could thereby the better deal with priefts, and 
with profeffors. I had many difputes and feafonings 
with priefts and profeflbrs, of feveral denominations^ 
both in YorkflJre and other parts in my travels, fo that 
through thefe difputes, and Aiuch reading, my mirid 
was rather too much in the letter^ and not altogether 
fo much in /pi ri:^ and in power ^ as It fliould have 
been j for which I met with a gentle caution from the 
Lord, which was thus: I heard a voice (from the 
Lord) as plain as if one had fpoice to my outward car, 
'The fowls of the air lodge in the branches. This being 
repeated to me, I befought the Lord to fhew me wh it 
was the meaning of that voice which l heard ; and 
the Lord, the mighty God, fhewed me, in his Con- 
defcending love, that the Scriptures^ even all of them 
which were written as the holy men were moved of 
the Holy Ghoft, fpfung from the living root ; yet 
thofe who refted only in the letter^ and tame not to 
be acquainted with, and live in, and minifter from the 
{ame Holy Spirit^ are outward, dead, dry, airy, and 
fooUih. This gentk check was of great fervice to 
me ; not fo as to make me decline reading the fcrip- 
(ures, but that I Ibould not have overmuch dependency 

on 
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waiting for the help of the Holy Spirit, the root ^4 
pure fpring of the right and living miniftry, which 
Teaches the heart, and carries the true evWence with 
It to the befievers, that // is of God; which that of 
the letter cannot do of itfelf. I tenderly defire that 
all concerned in this great work of the miniftry, may 
not be minifters of the letter only, but of the fpirit 
alfo, and ma^r fpeak in the demonftration of the (pirit 
and of power. And kt him that JPeakethj /peak as the 
oracle of God^ and he that mini/iereth^ d^ it as of ih}e 
ahiliiythat God g'weth. This is the laft and lafting 
mrntftry, which is after the order of Melchifedeck^ and 
not after the order of Aaron^ but in Jefus Chrift, the 
High-Prieft, the one Offering, which makes perfeft 
for ever all who come to him through the drawings of 
the Father ; he Is the one Lord^ and there is but one 
true faith in him, and but one true zrtdfnnng baptifm 
Into him,or into ^e likeneft of his death ; fo as Chrijf 
died for fm^ we may truly die to fin \ and as he was 
railed by the glory of the Father^ fo we may Walk in 
ftewnefs of life*, the heavenly hlgh-prieft, holy, harm- 
fefs, feparate from finners ; ^nd fuch a hlgh-prieft who 
was tempted, and knows how to fuccour fuch as are 
lempted ; he is the Jdvocafe with the Father, the Pro^ 
pitiation for theTms of all, die true Guide and Com* 
forttr^ the Leader of them into all ttath who obey 
and follow him j -although to the wofW a Repro'Oer 
• ' and 
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and z, fivift Witnefi againft all ungodlineis and un- 

righteoufnefs of men. 

« 

My writing thus, from this gentle check, con- 
cerning x\\t fowls and \^\e branches ^Uc. is not with the 
leaft intention either to leflen the Holy Scriptures, or 
difcourage any from reading them ; for I would have 
all true Chiijiians encouraged to be more converfant 
in them ; yet with this advice, kind reader^ from thy 
well-wiOier and true friend, to breathe to, and truly 
kck, after the Lord for a meafure of his holy and 
bleiled Spirit, the only key and bed expofitor to open 
and truly expound them to thee, as by the fame Holy 
Spirit thy mind and underftanding comes to be fitted 
and enlightened ; and indeed the whole vefTel muft be 
brought into a preparation to hold the heavenly trea- 
fure, and not to mix the pure with the corrupt and 
impure : for without this enlightning, preparing, ' 
opening, and fanilifying gift of God's holy grace and 
fpirit, man can neither know the heavenly power of 
God, nor yet the Holy Scriptures -aright, as he ought 
to know them ; and for this reafon it hath feemed 
good to God to hide thefe things from the learned, 
wife, and prudent of this world, that ,they fhould not 
pry into, nor find out the myfteries contained therein, 
unlefs they are fandlified, and called of God thereto ; 
and as no fnan knows the things of a man^ fave the fpi~ 
'tit of a fnan that is in him i likewife the things of God 

are 
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are not perceivable by man, without the help of the 
Holy Spirit of God in man. 

Thus the Lord opened to me the true meaning of 
the parable of the muflard-feedy in this the time of my 
infancy as to the miniftry, with which he fent me forth 
into the world, that my faith might ftand in the Lord 
alone, the author and finifher, as well as giver of the 
true and faving faith, even that faith which worh by 
hve^ and gives viSfory over the world '^ it was by and 
through the power, virtue, and efficacy of true faith, 
fi;hich is the gift of Gody that the elders in former ages 
obtained, and now do obtain a good report ;.ic was in 
and through this gift, that worthy Jhel with his 
offering was accepted of God, although he was 
envied of his earthly and evil-minded brother Cain^ 
and alfo by him flain. The ever memorable Enoch j 
through the virtue of this holy gift, walked with God, 
as himfelf gave witnefs that Enoch pleafed him ; he 
walked fo in faith and obedience even to the end, that 
he died not as men. in common do, but was tranflated, 
or changed in a peculiar manner. Come, read, thou 
that canft, and underftand, thou that art redeemed 
out of (and haft overcome) the flefh, and the power 
of the firft. nature, the world and the devi), in a great 
meafure, for thou knoweft that it is by the operation of 
this gift that the dead in old Adam are raifed to a new 
life, and way of living in the new man; and through 
this heavenly Jdamj that is known to thefe to be a 
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^ickeniog fpirit, agreeable to holy writ. Through^ 
faith the violence of fire was quenched, the mouths of- 
lions have been (lopped, the fword turned backward, 
the armies pgt to flight, even Asch as were aliens or 
ftrangers, who outwardly fought againd: the Lord's' 
people; which fets before us, as in a gls^s, how 
and what we are to overcome in this gospel-day, in- 
which we are not to fight with men,' but with our 
lufts,' and overcome fm and fatan ; which is as great 
a victory as he obtained that overcame the rampant 
lions, who had dominion over the wicked, as fin ar>dr' 
Satan have power and dominion over the wicked and 
ungodly to this day. Confidcr now in time, thou that 
readeft thefe lines, whether Chrift or antichrift doth 
not predominate in thee ; whether grace or fin moft 
abound in thy mortal body; whether the fpirit of* 
truth, that leads into all truth, or the fpirit' of error j 
that leads into all error and untruth, is the moft pre- 
valent, and hath the greateft place in thy heart : for 
to him whom thou art the moft fubje<9:, and yields thf 
members fervants to, his fervant thou art, and to hrm 
thou giveft way and fubje6ts thyfeif, and his fervant 
thou wilt altogether conie to be in time, and the wages 
due to his fervants tl\ou flialt have given to thee at the 
end of thy work : therefore confider in due time, while 
the day of thy vifitation is continued, unto thee, and 
the Lord is following and calling by his fecret and 
inward checks and reproof, by which he difquiets thy 
mind, that although thou mayeft take fome pteafure in 
.' vanity 
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vanity and wrciig ways, ^hen thou canft gdt over thi 
juft witnefs of God in thy own foul, yet while it 
ftrives with thee to convert and gather thee up out ot 
earthly and facing pleafures, to have thy mind fct upoit 
heavenly things, and take pleafure in them, thou wilt 
have no folid comfort in all thy lower enjoyments^ 
but condcmpatfon and . anguifli of foul will attend 
thee, until thou either gets over the witnefs, or leaves 
the evil, is the experience of the Lord's people, who 
have been acquainted with the true and inward war- 
fare, and alfo with the faints victory. Read and learn 
to follow Chrift ify the footjieps of the flocks of his 
companions ; although it be through great tribulationsj 
yet it is the way to have thy garments wa/hed and made 
white in the myftical blood of the immaculate Lamb of 
God: This is he, as yohn the Btiptiji faid, that taketh 
away the fms of the world, Happy is every one that 
truly putteth on his lamb-like nature, his humility^ 
righteoufnefs, and purity, and is covered with his 
Holy Spirit, and lives and walks in and under the 
influence and conduct thereof to the end of time here, 
until we enter into immutability. 

Now to return from this digreflion, to the hiftorical 
parte When I had travelled much of the time between 
my going forth, which was from about the nineteenth 
year of my age unto about the twenty- feventh, then 
finding fbme little refpite from the weight of that fer- 

vice, I inclined to fettle a little clofer to bufinefs, but 

had 
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had little to begin any calling with, being neceflitatcd 
to leave my trade of weaving through lamenefs, as 
before mentioned ; and I had been a fojourner fome 
time at JVhithy^ Scarborough^ and Bridlington % but 
upon feeking unto the Lord to know what place I 
might now fettle in, though my great inclination was 
for Whitby^ yet it founded as in my ear, Bridlington, 
Bridlington is the place to fettle in ; and in the crofe I 
repaired thither^ and fettled for fome time, keeping a 
little (hop, and mending clocks and watches, as I had 
done for (everal years paft at times ; it was of good 
fervice my fettling there, for the Lord began to work 
mightily, efpecially amongft the young friends, fo that 
in a few years many had their mouths opened in tef- 
timony for the Lord, and a fine fpring of heavenly 
miniftry was in that monthly-meeting, the like I have 
not known in the like bounds, (,for it is but a fmall 
monthly-meeting) and hath been fo ever fince I knew 
it; for truth' did fo mightily profper, and friends 
grew fo in the miniftry, that it became a proverb, 
that Bridlington was become a fchool of prophets. 
This mighty work of the Lord, in thefe days, is 
worthy to be chronicled and remembered among his 
many worthy ^d noble a(Ss ; we had many heavenly 
and good meetings, praifed and renowned be the 
worthy name of the Lord, now and for ever. 

We had but little ^//r//^//;7<? when J firft fettled in 
that place, but afterwards many friends hearts were 
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ftirred up in a holy zeal for the Lord, not only to 
promote meetings for worfliip, but alfo for good dif- 
cipline in the church, and they began to fee a necef- 
iity of coming up more in the pradlice of this very 
needful work; although there were fome that faid, 
Thty could fee no need of fuch clofe order and difcipline : 
yet I found it to be my way in the truth to bear with 
fuch, if they were not irregular in their converfations ; 
but if they were diforderly, we dealt with them as the 
Lord opened our way in the wifdom of truth ; and 
thus bearing with the eafinefs of fome on the one 
hand, and encouraging the faithful and zealous on the 
other, until way was made, beyond my expectation, 
for the fpreading of the truth, its teftlmony, and the 
difcipline thereof in thofe parts. 

I had now travelled and laboured much in the 
Lord's work at home and abroad for about ten years, 
but had not in all that time found my way clear to 
marry, although not without fome likely opportunity, 
and with fuch as were a great deal richer than fhe was 
whom I did marry ; but I was afraid in this weighty 
affair to mifs my way, knowing the great difference 
there is between them who only profefs, and they who 
poffefs the truth ; and them that are only in the firft 
nature and unregenerated ftate, (and ftriftly fpeaking, 
hut the f on 5 and daughters of men) arid fuch who are 
born again, not of fiefh and blood, nor indeed of any 
thing that is corruptible, but of that incorruptible 
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feed and living word of God which leads into a lively 
hope, and brings forth a new and heavenly birth iu 
m2.n, that takes delight to pleafc and obey the Lord in 
all things, and fo become y^^zx, or children ef God^ ia 
a more fpiritual and nearer relation than that of crea- 
tion only > it is in and through this great work of 
renovation, and being born again : and, as fuch as 
live up to that holy feed and regenerating principle, 
and as the fame doth predominate and rule in man, in 
this flate ?nan cannot fin ^ as the apoflle faid, with this 
reafon annexed, hecaufe his feed (to wit^ the feed of 
God) rcmaineth in him: thus walking in the lights 
and living in the feed, grace, and holy fpirit, although 
the terms of it difFei;, the virtue and nature of it are 
undividable ; fuch who come to be gathered to walk 
with, and truly love Chrift the bridegroom of the 
foul, are brought into a greater nearnefs, truer fym- 
pathy, and unity of fpirit, than the world knows of« 
Read this, you that are born again, and duly confider 
it in its proper time and place, I believe, and therefore 
truly fpeak it, the Lord gave me fuch a wife as really 
feared him, loved truth and righteoufnefs, and all fuch 
as fhe thought loved, and efpecially fuch as lived in 
the truth > her name Yf2iS Pri/cilla Canahy^ daughter 
of James Canaby j fhe was defcended of an hpneft 
family in the eaft part of Yorkjhirey the only child her 
parents left 5 they were bakers by trade, and gave her 
ja commendable education,, though they did not leave 
jher any great portion \ ihe was under the care of her 
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uncle Charks Canahyy of BridllngUn^ an honeft friend, 
who left fbmeth'mg behind him in manufcript con- 
cerning his convincemcnt of the truth, and fufferings 
for the fame ; he was convinced early, lived to a great 
age, and was a man of great fervice in thofe parts 
where he lived* 

I was in the twenty- eighth year of my age w^n I 
married my wife, who was a woman of an excellent 
temper, very afie^iionate) fober and prudent, loved 
retirement much, and waiting upon the Lord, and 
the enjoyment of his internal and livir^g prefencc, and 
cfpccially with the Lord's people, that they might alfo 
be made partakers with her of the like fpecial favours ; 
this was as ber crawn and kingdom while m this 
world, even from her childhood; aod to fee friends 
pfoiper in the truth was matter of great rejoicing to 
her- When we had beeii married fcarce three years, 
the Lord raifed her up to bear a publick teftimony 
amongft friends in theix meetings, which was very 
comfortable and acceptable to them ; and alfo fbe bad 
the fpirit of grace and fupplication, meafurably poured 
upon her, fo that many with rac did believe fhe had 
accefs to the throne rf Gady and to that river which 
maketh truly glad the city of G^d* She always freely 
gave me up to aafwer the fervice I believed the Lord 
called for of me* She ivas taken from me when we 
had been married but about fire years^ in. the twenty^ 
eighth yeaar af tier age^ aisd died in » fweet frame of 
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mind, and was fenfible to the laft, an^ herjaft words 
were, He is comfy he is come^ whom my foul loves^ and 
my foul rejoices in God my Saviour ^ and myfpirit mag* 
nifies him j and fo pafled away like a lamb, I believe 
into a manfion of glory, where her innocent foul will 
for ever fing hallelujah to the Lord God and the Lamb, 
who is worthy of glory, honour, lalvation, and ftrength, 
now and for ever. 

I might enlarge much upon the virtue and worth i- 
nefs of faithful Prifcilhy but in this, as in other 
matters, it is my defire to avoid prolixity, yet would 
take notice of the moft remarkable occurrences that 
have happened to me in the courfe of this my earthly 
pilgrimage ; alfo, I have been much prefled by fome, 
and not of the leaft of my faithful brethren ; like wife, 
I believed it to be my duty, to leave fome remains to 
pofterity for their encouragement and comfort in the 
way and work of the Lord. One thing is worthy 
here to be inferted, which had a ftrange and aftonifh- 
ing efFeft upon my mind, which was thus : 

, As I was walking in a plain field in the fore part of 
the day, not far from the fea, betwixt Bridlington and 

- Broynion^ my -foul was in - a deep concern, and at 
that' time exercifed in meditation on the things of 
God, and alfo in fervent prayers to him for preferva- 
tion from every hurtful thing ; and a heavenly frame 
my mind was dien brought into, for then I neither 
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Taw cloud over my mrnd, nor yet any in the firmament, 

for it appeared to me a morning without clouds \ though 

I had pailed under many clouds. Soon after my mind 

was brought into this heavenly frame, and as it were 

fwallowed up In the heavenly and internal prefence of 

the Lord, I thought a bright cloud came down and 

covered me, or caught me up into it ; fo whether I 

was ftanding, walking, or fet upon the ground, or 

carried up into the cloud in the body, or out of the 

body, I know not to this day ; yet fear and reverence, 

with bowing of foul, did poffefs me before the great 

Majefty , at the glory of whofe countenance as I had 

it in a preceding vifion, men and angels fled and gave 

way, and could not fiedfaftly behold the brightnefs and 

glory of the countenance of the Son of the Higheft, 

with the mighty God and Father, which are one in 

power, greatnefs, goodnefs, and glory, who was bcn 

fore all things^ made all things^ and uphold and fill all 

things that are good, with that which is truly good, 

or. at leaft is for a good end. Read this myftery, thou 

that canft, and learn to fear him that hath power over 

both foul and bady^ to kill cnid to cajl into hell^ for one 

time or another he will make thee fear him, when he 

brings thy fins to judgment, whether it be now or 

hereafter :• the time hath been, is, or will be, in which 

the Lord, the judge of both quick and dead, hath, 

doth, or will plead with thee, and all flefh, as in the 

vall^ ($^Jehofaphati therefore beware left thou make 

liim wroth, as he was upon Mount Pmzim, but be 
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thou fubjed to the Lord, as feithful Mo/a was upon 
Mount Horebj or the Mount of God^ when he obeyed 
his voice, and put oiF his fhoes ; do thou obey, if it 
be to the putting away of the glory and wifdom of 
E^ypt^ or Learnings or what elfe is required of thee : 
oh then thou art in the way to further fervice, and 
wilt be enabled, as thou continues faithful, to go 
through all to God's glory, and thy unfpeakable 
peace in the end. 

Now as to the laft part of the rapture or vifion, 
when I was fwallowed up in the luminous prejence of 
him that v&firji and At/?, the Alpha and Omega^ I heard 
a voice, very intelligible to that fenfation I had then 
given me, faying, Dojl thou fee how pride and vjicked- 
nefs abound in the nation ? I anfwered in much fear, 
Lordy I do fee it : the next words which I heard in the 
voice and in the cloud were. The people are too many-y 
J will thin them J I will thin them^ I will thin them. I 
defired of the Lord to (hew me whether it was his 
mind I fhould publifh this in any part of the nation ? 
The South was fet before me, wi(h this caution, 
JVhere thi$ is opened to theg in my power ^ there /peak of 
itj and not otherwife, I gave up to anfwer the heavenly 
vifivns and vifited mofl parts of the fouthern counties, 
gs alfo the northern parts, and Scotland i and where the 
%jOrd opened my mouth to fpeak of what I had heard, 
fLS beford, by way of prophecy, I gave up, but did 
pot fo much infift upoii that matter, as to fufier it to 
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be a means to miilead m& from that work of the mi- 
niftry I was chiefly concerned in. I would that all, 
who are concerned in the like manner, may be cautious 
in this great affair, and look well to the rife and 
original from whence they receive this gift, and how; 
and alfp what frame of mind they are in, and that 
nothing of the warmth of their own fpirits be fet to 
work or ftirred up, either by fight of the eye, hearing, 
or reading outwardly, but that the mind may be reu 
deemed from all workings, from thefe and the like 
grounds, and purely purged, and truly adapted or 
ffitted to receive this gift or fpirit of prophecy : and 
alfo be fure to be very careful to be guidable in the 
gift, or otherwife thou mayeft mifs, as to time and 
place^ &c. I intend not to dwell long upon it, as 
there are other fervices included in this of prophecy, 
as edification and comfort^ Sec. but what I have been 
upon relates to foretelling fomething that is to come j 
and, as once a worthy Elder faid to me, when I was 
young in the miniftry, // is a great thing to know what^ 
where ^ and when ; and I have ever found it true to 
this day. Learn of him that is (as he always was) 
meek and low of heart, ahd be not difcouraged, but 
perfevere in faith and finccrity, and look not overmuch 
at the difficulty, but look over all to him^who hath 
called thee, and in fome meafure revealed his Son 
through the fpirit in thee : although I know from fome 
expsrience, what it is to be exercifed in the matter of 
prophecy, for in the journey touched of before, I was 
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concerned to tell friends at Kinmuck in Vcofland^ efpe- 
cially, That the Lard would take many of them away : 
which in a Ihort time came to pafs, for manydred 
before that time twelve-month, it being a time of 
fcarcity of corn; and it was thought man)r died for 
want of bread, the year enfuing my being there : I 
had good fervice for the Lord, and great fatiifadion 
in thefe my long travels, as I had in the like before, 
in divers of which there were fome convinced of 
truth. ^ 

At Cromer^ in Norfolk^ one Elizabeth Horry^ when 
my mouth was opened, defpifed my youth, as flie 
confefled afterwards ; but what I had to fay fo reached 
her condition, that (he fhed many tears upon her fine 
iilks, and confefled, before the meeting brdce up, 
that all might hear, in thefe words, All that ever I 
^ave done hath been told me this day^ and this is the 
everlqfting truth. And as I paffed alolig from tJiat 
meeting, not far from Cromer,^ with fome other friends, 
it rofe in my heart to fay aloud, that a man who was 
watering his horfe might hear, looking, and pointing 
my hand towards him, That man will be a Friend be^ 
fore he dies 3 ^nd, as he owned after, he was fo ftruck 
with it, that he had no reft till he came among friends, 
though he was then afar off, but he came to be a fer- 
viceabic man among us, and his wife was alfo con- 
vinced of the truth, and was a ferviceable woman. 
'Samuel Hunt, pf Nottingham, was firft reached at 
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Leicejitu by the teftimony I had give;i me to bear In 
that meeting at that time, as he acknowledged aftef- 
wards \ but I always gave God the glory, and laid the 
creature as in the duft, that man, as man, mighfe noU 
be too much accounted of. 

After my being caught up, and hearing the voice,. 
(as before mentioned) I had many deep and heavenly: 
openings, fome of which it may not be amife to 
mention here, inafmuch as I had now a more cl^ar 
fight into a tranjlated Jlate than ever I had before; I 
eame, through -a divine fenfe and participation, ta 
have great fympathy and dear unity, not only with the; 
ever memorable Enochy whofe walking was fuch as th© 
X^ofd gave teftimony or witnefe to, that he pleafed- him : 
the ground of which witnefs was frotn hence, he lived 
neafy and lovid Gody and walked in the ways af wrtue^ 
and abhorred vice : but alfo with the apoftle, having 
- ihiSi feal, that God kn&weth who are his : and with fonier 
other oi the fervants of Chrift in former ages who 
could fey, as fome now can fay, (from true experience) 
that .the Spirit of the Lord heareth witnefs with outf 
J^irrtSy that we are his^ to wit, the Lord's chiMreny Ji 
long as we do well; which laft words are of large 
exteiH, to do well^ think well^ fl^^ak well^ and believe • 
well'y for he that hath no faith, or that believes ill^ 
cannot do well; he that eats, drinks, or wears 
that which he knows he ought not, doth not well j 
but wh^t is done well, is done in a pure mux! and 
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clean confcience, for fo is true faith held, and all 
acceptable work to God performed. I had great 
openings into the removal of Mofes^ and taking up of 
Elijah^ that great and worthy prophet, from the 
earth into heaven, and I have feen things not fit to 
be uttered, neither can the world yet believe them ; 
and I faw far into the myftery of the transfiguration of 
Chrijfy and appearance of Mofes and Elias with him 
upon the mount ; and the voice which was heard from 
the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, hear him ; 
not Mofes nor Elins m comparifon of him, for the 
law pointed to him, and v/as as a fchool-mafter to 
bring to him. The holy prophets forefaw, and pro- 
phefied of his coming, and yohn the Baptifi faw 
Chrift, and baptized him, and bore witnefs of him as 
the light, and faid. Behold the Lamb of God, that 
iaketh away the fin of the world \ he alfo faid. He is the 
bridegroom that hath the bride (the church) ; he fpoke 
of his own decreafe, and unworthinefs in comparifon 
of Chrifl, though called by Chrift himfelf, as great a 
prophet as was ever born of a woman, and he was alfo 
called Elias, which muft iirft come, and is already 
come in refpeft of power, knowledge, boldnefs, and 
faithfulnefs j he was as Elias, yet the leajl in the ki-ig^ 
dom of Chrijl was greater than he, becaufe the power 
and glorious kingdom and gofpel-dlfpenfation was not 
fully brought in (and reftored to Ifrael, or thofe 
who (hould believe in him) until his afcenjion; but 
now thefe great agents in thefe foregoing difpenfations 
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all paf&d away, with their figurative, prophetical, and 
ekmentary difpenfations, and gave place to the Son 
and Heir of all things, the Mejjiah^ the great Prophet^ 
Bijhop^ Shepherd^ King^ and Law-giver ^ 

Now read thefe things, and learn truly to under* 
ftand how Mofes paft away, and Ellas paft away, and 
Chrtfl is left, who is able alone to perfeft the work of 
man's redemption, who trod the wine-prefs alone^ and 
amongft all the fons of men, none were with him ot 
helped him ; he came who was the antitype of all 
types gone -before : he, ChriJIy is come to remtove 
the covenant made before, becaufe of the weaknels and 
imperfeftion thereof; which covenant made not the 
comers thereto perfe^^ but the better hope brought in by 
Chrift, did. So this covenant is abundantly more excel- 
lent which was brought in by Chrift, and fettled and 
eftabliflied upon better promifes than that was or could 
be, by the blood of bulls ^ goatSy and the ajhes of an 
heifer^ which reached the outfide only ; but in the 
' fecond or new covenant, there is the blood which 
Jprinkleth the heart from an evil confcience^ fo that fuch 
may be fitted and qualified to ferve the living God, 
not in the works of the old covenant^ but in the newnefs 
of the Holy Spirit : This is he that, as to his divinity 
and eternity, was before the hills were fettled^ and the 
feas and foundations were made^ that took delight to dwell 
with the Jons of men^ or in the habitable parts of the 
earth \ as he was a fpirit, or word uncreated, he 
, ^ C 4 dwe' 
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dwelt meafurably in Jbel^ Seth^ Enochj and ffooB, 
before the flood ; for by his ^irit God ftrove with Ac 
old world to reclaim them from their wickednefs^ 
when it was great; it was by this fpirit Noah was 
made a preacher of rtghteoufnefs^ and in(lru£led how to 
build the ark; this is he who was with Shem and 
Japheth^ Jbraham^ IfaaCy Jacohy and yofephy and all 
the faithful fathers after the flood, iht foundation of all 
the righteous, prophets, apoftles, and martyrs, fuch as 
loved and believed in him, and fuflered for his name's 
fake, and the teftimony which they held. This Is he 
that defpifed the glory of this worldy and h Irfied tip as 
aj^andardto the people^ and an enftgn to the natrons \ 
unto him Jhall the Gentiles feeky and his refl fhall be 
glorious ; he hath lifted up a greater rod than that of 
JMofeSy fometimes called the rod of iron^ by which he 
hath, and I believe, will break to pieces many people 
as a potter's vejfel^ when the fin and iniquity of the 
people is come to the height ; it was he that turned 
the waters of Egypt into hlood \ it was he thztfleiv the 
firji'horn throughout all the land ^ Egypt ; he o^erthrerp 
the Egyptians, and brought forth Ifrael by aJiroHg hand^ 
and an out-fir etched arm. After he had marked the 
dwellings of his people, and fpared them in the time 
of this great flaiighter, which was executed both up- 
on man and beaft, to wit^ t\it firjl-born in Egypt^ 
then he became Ifrael' s paflbver. Read thefe things 
(that were typically done, and in an outward way) 
Inwardly, and in thine own experience, that thou 

mayeft 



( 57 ) ■ 

mayeft fay, and that truly, Chrift is my Paffovery after 
be hath mitigated thy fore bondage, and in degree 
kath glvea thee faith in his great name, and hath 
caufed thee to love him, and tnadc thee willing to 
follow him, although it be through the fea of troubles, 
and ibmetimes as through the wildecnefi. Here is an 
eating of the heavenly Pajfovery or Pafchal Lamhy 
under the influence of the pure love of God, t}iat is 
fpread or difplayed over the foid like a canopyv or 
banner : here is the hiovtnly manna^ the true body to 
feed dn, that yields true nourishment and f<did comfort 
to thy foul, in this thy travel towards the heavenly 
country : here is the fubftance of the fcafe goat known, 
that beareth away the fins of the peopk^ for he bore our 
iniquitiesy and through his firipes we were healed \ on 
his part there wants nothing, but on man's, faith 
in, and obedience to Chrifl : he is the fubftance or 
antitype of the bra%en ftrpenty which was lifted up in 
the wilderness to cure the people's ailn^nts, occa^* 
fioned by the ferpents; he is the aieoocate with th^ 
Father^ ^John b^i^y to encourage little children ia 
that time, which I think may very well be applied to 
all in that fiate until time hece (ball be no more.^ 
Happy is every one that heareth, abeyeth, and re- 
verenceth the Son and Hefr of all things, in his ^< 
ritual appearance in the heart, ^ where he fpeaks to thd^ 
ecmdkions of the children of men, as never manj^okey 
and to much better purpofe than ever man could do : 
this is be thatfpoh to the fathers by the prophets^ who 
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in thefe times doth /peak to us in or by hisjpirit\ (b take 
heed to his fpiritual appearance in the heart, for there 
muft the work of our falvation be perfe6^ed, after fin 
is purged out, and the guilt thereof taken away s to 
fuch death is eafy, where fin, the fting of death, is 
taken away, having a part in Chrift^ the firjl-hom of 
many brethren^ and refurreSfion from the dfad'y I 
fay, having a part in him that is the refurre^ion 
indeed, and the life ; over fuch thefecond death (which 
is a perpetual feparation from the heavenly preience of 
God, and company of holy zxigAs) fhall have no power. 
I now leave, I think, this not unprofitable dtgreffion, 
and return to the more hiftorical part, where one things 
I think, is worthy of inferting here, viz. 

In my young years I was very much afflicSfced in my^ 
travels, upon taking cold, with a fore throaty that I 
could fcarce' fpeak fo as to be heard, and had much 
trouble at times to fwallow any thing which nature 
did require; and in one journey northward, in truth's 
fervice, coming to Hawk/head, and fitting in the 
meeting under no fmall exercife with the trouble 
aforefaid, not without fome reafonings and conflidls 
of fpirit, having left all, as I believed, to do what the 
Lord required of me, and yet I apprehended myfelf, 
by means of this affliiSHon, not likely to be of any 
fervice ; and after fome reafonings, and a fervent 
feeking to the Lord to know the caufe of this great 
trouble, and withal to bring my mind to a true refig- 
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nation to the will of God in this, and in all the trials 
the Lord might fee good in his wifdom to exercife me 
in V I had not been long brought into this devoted 
and reiigned ftate to be and do what the Lord would 
have me do, but oh ! I felt of the virtue of Chrift as 
a fweet and living fpring, by which I was healed \ I 
was, and am to this day, (when I remember the Lord's 
kind dealings with me) very thankful to him. 

It has been frequently obfervablej that the Lord 
leads his fervants through many ftates, that they, 
having the experience thereof, may be the more 
capable of helping others in the- like ftraits ; it is an 
excellent thing to love and truly believe in Jefus Chrift^ 
and keepy^^ down as in the duft for ever*. 
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AMERICA. 



NO W the time came on for my going into 
America^ having ihad a flght of it about ten 
years before; I alfo acquainted my wife therewith 
about a year before (he died, and I found it was likely 
to be a very near trial to her ; fhe was a virtuous good 
woman, but was taken away, and left me three fmall 
children, the eldeft not above four years old, the 
youngeft not much above one month old, and I having 
but little of this world, reafoned i^uch about going, 
thinking my circumftances at prefent mi^!|l excufe 
me ; my intentions were good in it, that LtiSght not 
leave things* any way to the diflionour of the truth : 
my innocent young child was taken away when about 
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a year oH j and (boA after, wlierevcr I went, while I 

was awake, jt founded in my ears feveral days and 
nights, Now is the t'tme^ Now is the time. My other 
two chndFren, pFovidefiee fo ordered it, diat they were 
placed to mme amd" friends fatis^idioii ; I went through 
many pro\''tngs that na man knew of, but I believe, 
when I am gathered to my place, I iliall leave many 
brethren behind me yet in mutaUh'ty, that wiH read 
my Knes in their own experience. I would not have 
any to mifunderftand rae, for as t© my outward cir- 
cumftances, I left no debt, -neither was I in a way of 
going backward in the world; for ever after I re- 
ceived the knowledge of the truth, I couM not fee 
what pretence I couM have to religion, if any fhould 
lofe by me : I have often faid, and been hearty in my 
intentions, 7hat rather than truth fhmld fuffer en that 
fcore^ [would live upon bread and water j and wear very 
mean cloathsy and work very hard if I were abJe^ and 
upon any mean^ if but lawful calling. It bath been 
matter of wonder to me, how any that appear ta carry 
any pretenfions to religion, dare run fuch great ven- 
tures, fbmetimes beyond their own bottoms or abili- 
ties ; which to me bath sdways appeared an unwar^ 
rantable rifk ; and, as I apprehend, pride and often- 
tation is much the occafion of k, which are much 
againft truth, and men are no better far their great- 
nefs, for the more plain, and the mc»^ humble we are^ 
the more we refbmbfe humble Jefiis, and his religion^ 
which he laboured ta incttlcatc* If any are Kftrd ufs 
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or afpire above their place, let them Goofider well the 
foregoing paragraph. 

Now I muft leave my little children, and my very 

near friends, and my native country, and all for Chrift 

and the gofpel's fake, without any finifter end or view; * 

and then I appealed to the Lord, in the ftmplicity of 

my heart, That he knew I was willing to be at his dif^ 

pofaly and what he had favoured me withj I could leave 

to him ; yet whether what I had was fufficient to defray 

mine and my two little ones neceiTary charges, was 

fomewhat in my way ; and to fatisfy me in this doubt, 

the Lord*$ voice founded exceeding clear to that fen- 

fation I was then endued with, faying, Goy and be 

Jaithfuly and I will blefs thee every way. Oh I my 

heart feemed to me to melt, and my fpirit to difTolve 

within me, and I faid, Good is the word of the Lord. 

thou haft not failed me in any >/ my great Jlraits and 

trials to this day ; / have great caufe to trufl in thee : 

renowned be thy maft excellent najne^ now and for ever. 

. I parted with my friends with much brokennefs of 
heart, and fet/orwards on my journey towards London^ 
in order to take fhipping there, the nth of the eighth 
month, 1700, and when I, with my companions 
Thomas ^hemffon^ fofiah Langdalcy and John Eftaughy ^ 
)vith fome other friends, went on board a fhip in the 
river Thamesy we had not been long there, and having 
coniidered our freedom about going in the fhip, it 
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operled clearly in my mind, in the light, That I muji 
not go in that vejfel\ and I'faid to the friends, / could 
not gG in hery for I faiv nothing but death and darknefs 
there. The account of what afterwards happened to 
the fhip I had from two particular friends, in two 
feveral letters from London into America^ wherein they 
exprefied a thankfulnefs for our deliverance, ^tid mag- 
nified that hand which wrought, it, and preferved us 
from going in that fhip, which was loft near the 
iflands of either Jerfey or Guernfey^ and, as it was 
faid, about feventy people were drowned. 

Peradventure I may mention fome things that may 
appear to be of but little momen^ but I have {o^n a 
Divine Providence attend terrene affairs, although 
they may appear of little confequence to fome ; fuch 
as do not duly confider thefe things, may make a 
wrong application, and as, the courfe of my travels 
hath afforded variety of trials and tranfadions, which 
are in fome things very particular, from whence arifeth 
variety of accounts, fo there hath been a willingnefs 
in my mind to favour fome who have been defirous of 
having me to leave a journal of my life, which I have 
complied with, as far as I can fee my way clear in 
.the truth.. 

Then we went oa board another fhip called the 
Arundel, Splenden Rand mafter, in which we em- 
barked the i7tb Qf the ninth month, 1700, and after 
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many ftonns, and mtich fea-fickneft, not wiAout fbtne 
confKi^s of fpirit, more than I am free to exprefs, and 
a long paflage, being near itxteen weeks upon the fe^y 
we arrived in the river Patttxent^ in JIArylamdy as near 
as I remember, the 5th or 6th of the firft montl», 
1 701, and my heart was glad, and filled with acknow* 
Icdgments and praifes to the Lord) for bringing ii» 
fafe over the mighty waters. 

Now we kft the (hip ahd mafter, who was but s 
churlifh, ill-natured man. I was very weak and low 
when I landed, both in body and mind, but the Lord 
helped nie, and made my journey and labours com- 
fortable to many, as well as to my own foul. After 
the firft or fecond meeting we were at, J^hn Efoxugh 
being now my companion, as we came near a great 
houfe in Maryhind^ I efpied a Tittle white horfe, tbe^ 
fight of which put me in mkid of a dream I had or^ 
board the fliip before I landed, in which I thought / 
got a Sitle white horfe^ which carried mewtll^ andmanf 
miles \ I i^id to the friends with me. Let us caU here 
at this houfe^ which we did, and upon inquiry about a> 
horfe, the man faid. He had n^ne hut a little white 
young galloway^ as he called it, which he was willing t^- 
felly and withal told us, it carried him one day forty^ 
milesy and afked 8/. fterling for it, and I bade him 5/. 
fterling ; the man's wife coming up the pafTage, heard 
what I had offered, and Ihe faid to her hufband. It is 
enough: fo I had him, and a good horfe he proved, 

and 



r 65 ) 

and carried' me, by a moderate computation, 4000 
miles. I took this, according to the nature of i^ to 
he 2L (tngii)ar &voup from that great hand which led 
me forth, and hitherto hath preferred me in the land 
of the living, to praife his ever worthy name. 

Now we fet forward towards VirginuiznA North 
Carolina^ and found great opermcfe in thefe two pro- 
vinces amongft the people, and a tender-hearted rem- 
nant of friends (cattered abroad in thefe wildernefs 
countries : although, a« I &id before, I was brought 
very km^, yet the Lord^ uv whom I did, and yet do 
believe and put my tri»l(, larfed me, and filled many 
times my heart with his word and teftimony, i& that 
fomettmes it went forth as a flame of fit« amongft the 
foofc libertines, who were protid and unfiMthfttl, yet 
PfofeiTors of the truth ; and we had many large and 
good meetings. One thing is worthy of notice j as 
I was ^waking in a meeting in Fhginia^ a fudden ftop 
came upon noe, and occaftoned me to fay, / cannot go 
Jhrxvardy whatfoever the matter may be^ I know not ; 
but giving over immediately, a friend, whofe name 
was Edward Thomas^ began to preach, who was but 
young m the miniftry, although an elderly mafl, and 
apt to be attended with reafonings; hit-, as he faid 
after the. meeting, he hadjbught to the Lord with 
prayers^ that he would condefcend fo far to his requeji^ as 
to give me a fenfe of him^ and in fo doing he wottld take 
that as a great Jhtngih and: car^rmation to his minifir^ 
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in this the day of his many ixercifes and great fiars ; or 
much to the (ame efFe£^. Thus we fee the Lord in 
his great mercy condefcends to the low, weak, and, as 
it were, infant ftates of his children, like a tender 
father, and being our heavenly high-prieft, is touched 
with the feeling of the infirmities of his people j 
thankfgiving and honour be given to his moft excellent 
name, now and for ever. 

During our ftay in Virginia^ one remarkable pafTage 
occurred, which it may not be amifs to infert here, 
and the cafe was thus : I being at a friend's houfe, an 
ancient widow, in order to go to the meeting, obferved 
as I fat in the houfe, feveral perfons of note come into 
the yard (a ftore»houfe being near) to make, as ap* 
peared afterwards, a feizure for rates for the govern* 
ment and priefl; they not being diflindtly charged, 
but a mixed rate, occaiions friends in thofe parts to be 
ftraitened about the payment of them : 1 obferving 
the priefl to be there, and appear very bufy, afked^ 
what he was come about : the friend replied. They 
were come to make dijlrefsfor the 40 lb. per poll^ as they 
phrafe it, which is 40 pounds of tobacco, payable for 
every taxable head, ('/. e, all above fixteen years old. ) 
There were along with the pricft the fheriff and con- 
ftable for the government, and divers merchants of 
note as fpe£tators : I underflanding the reafon of their 
coming, flepped out to the priefl, who feemed a top- 
ping briik man, his temper in this cafe not unfuitable 
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to his name, which was Sharp ; and being come to 
him, I defired him to be careful how he devoured 
widows houfes^ he briflcly replied. He did not; to 
which I as clofely returned, TTfat I found he did* He 
denied my aflertion, and faid. The government gave 
him what he demanded and took ; to which I gave the 
following anfwer : Inafmuch as he did not- any thing for 
the widow-, for which he reafonably might require a r^- 
ward^ I believed the government would not injift upon it 
for him^ if he would he willing to drop itj which in 
common, equity I thought he Jhould. The prieft, dif- 
pleafed with, this modeft reply, tartly anfwered, Tou 
are no Chriftians.' I told him, The charge was high^ 
andfalfcy and he might more eaJUy affirm than prove it ; 
wherefore I put the queftion, and afked him, why we 
were fo charged by him : to which he returned this 
inHgnificant ajifwer. That we denied pat t of the divinity 
of Chrifi. I told him, he was a novice^ and receded 
in his opinion from mojl of his brethren^ feeing it was a 
general reJle£Hon cqft on us by moji of his fraternity^ 
That we owned the divinity of Chrift, but denied his 
manhood, which wasfalfe alfo ; therefore I demanded 
of him, to prove what part of the divinity of Chrift 
we denied \ in which if he failed, I Jhould look upon him 
as afalfe accufer^ and thofe prefent would^ I hoped-, be 
my witneffes : but he fhuffled, and declined anfwering, 
though I urged him, as much as poffible 5 and to cut 
the matter off, he afked, whence I came. The flieriffi 
bid him give me a verfe in Greek ; I told them, / 
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tnattired mt meddling in that^ for as thi Englifli tongue 
was heft underjiood by thofe frejenty therefore I thought it 
would be heft to keep to it. I txAA him, / was of Old 
England ; but ftill reminded him of proving his aflTer* 
tion> which I looked for from him; but inftead of 
that, he afked, what part of 0\i England I came from : 
I told him Torkjhire \ and bid him* produce his proofs,, 
as before urged, but he ftill evading the matter, de« 
fired to know^^M what place: I told him, J was 
horn at North Cave; and^ faid he, / was horn at 
South Cave, and my father was minifter there many 
yearsy his name was Sharps' and there is hut a mile dif- 
ference hetwixt thofe places : I feid, It was a long one. 
No fooner was this over, but the prtei^ tranfported 
with my being his countryman, began hugging me ti> 
fuch a degree, that I was quite a(hamed pi him : 
when I had, not without fome diiScuIty, got clear of 
his embraces, I afked him, if he eflecmed bimfilf a 
minifter of Chr'ift : he anfwered, Yea^ and leevofulfy 
called thereto *y I told him, if he was a gojpel miniftery 
as the gofpel was free^ fo Jhould his miniftry he free \ 
amd turning to the people there prelent,. I told them, t 
would not have them deceived^ for they might underftand 
he only poffejjid his place hy virtue of a law in that cafe 
provided^ and his call and ordination was only fuch as 
bad been transferred upon him for a fee^ which made 
him require pay for what he did^ and indeed where he 
did nothtngy which was highly unfair \ wherefore theyi 
might upon confideration find he was hut a mirier of 
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,tbe letter, whi^h was dead, and Mt a minifter rf the 
Spirit and Divine Power : from which he offered not 
to clear himfelf, thongh I urged him thereto. Then 
I afked him, which of ihofe odious charaderifticks the 
^fe minifters were branded with^ and, deciphered by in 
the New Teftameni^ he w(mld clear himfelf of: which 
I then enumerated to him. The (heriff faid, it was 
fo ; and withal faid, Mr* Sharpy anfwer the man^ for 
the ,qveftion is very rationed^ and you ought to anfwer 
bimy and for honour -fake clear yourfe^ of thofe odiums^ 
if you can. But he would not offer to meddle with 
it; wherefore I told him, to mind for the future^ not 
to charge any man or people with more than he could be 
fure to prove j for it was highly fcandalous. It being 
now meeting-time, I aiked hvoi'to go thither \ but he 
refiiitng, Taid, he durji not ; fo we parted. 

Having viflted friends here, we returned back for 
Maryland and Pennfihania^ and a great many we 
found who loved to hear the teflimony and do6^rines 
of truth, but too few there were, who took up the 
crofs daily, and followed Chrift in the way of felf^ 
denial, and knew the thorough work of regeneration, 
fo as to have their garments 'wajhed and made white in 
the myftical blood of 'the Lamb : thefe are not polluted 
wiA the fins and tnitjutties df the world, who have 
experienced -fliis blood toj^rinkle the heart from em evil 
confcience : thefe are capafble of ferving the Mvlng 
God 5 and coming from the laver er pool that truly 
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waflies, there is none unfruitful, tut every one hearing 
twairr^ and they are inwardly clean and fruitful to 
God, and walk with htm, whofe bright and fhining 
lives are alfo fruitful to the world that will receive 
them. Read this, thou that haft known fomething of 
the work of converfton^ and confider the great dif- 
ference there is between the bright lives of the v/r- 
iuou$^ and the dull and cloudy lives of the vicious^ 
and be fure thou look well, which of thefe thou moft 
refembleft in thine. 

Now when we came into Pennfyhania^ my com- 
panion before mentioned, whom I loved well, told 
me he mujt go back to Virginia: it became an cxercife 
to us both, for I could not fee my way clear to go 
back, having been twice - through that province. 
When no other way appeared, but we muft part, 
(for my way appeared clear for the Jerfeys^ Long- 
IJIandy Rhode-^ljlandy and NcW England) I held it 
needflil that we (hould, as we did, call the friends 
and elders of Philadelphia and thereabouts together, 
to let them know how we parted, for we parted in 
much love and tender-heartednefs ; yet notwithftand- 
ing, left any undue refle<^ions ihould be caft upon 
the friends there concerning us, becaufe of our part- 
ing, I thought thefe friends would be capable of 
fetting thofe things in their proper light, being wit- 
nefies thereto \ fo taking our leave of our dear friends 
in thefe parts, I travelled without any companion 
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outwardly or conftantly; but I fometimes fell into 
company with Eiixabeth JVebb and Sarah Qement^ 
who were virtuous women^ and lived near the king- 
dom, and were of good fervice. in their travels, and 
grew in truth, which while with them I was ienfible 
of: we travelled under great care and circumfpedion, 
both for our own good, and avoiding offence, as be- 
came our places, and holy profeflion, that in all things 
we might adorn the gofpel of the kingdom, a difpen- 
fation of which was committed to us to preach unto 
others. Good fervice I had for the Lord, and great 
fatisfa£kion in my own mind in thefe parts, the Lord 
helping me by his mighty power through all my trials, 
as my heart and mind was devoted and refigned to 
anfwer his requirings. 

I had great openings in feveral places in New Eng- 
Ipndy and it appeared clear to me, and fometimes I 
fpoke openly of it, that the Lord would gather a great 
people to the faving knowledge of the truth in his 
time, notwithftanding what many of our friends had 
fuiFered for the name of the Lord, and teftimony 
which they held in thefe parts, from the predeceflbrs 
of the prefent inhabitants : the view of the ftate of 
thefe things, efpecially the great fufFerings of many 
of our ^ithful friends, put me in mind of that faying, 
that the blood of the martyrs is the feed of the church ; 
and in this cafe, I believe it will be fulfilled iii its 
feafont 
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One pallage happened^ which I thitik not fit to pafs 
over in filence : There came into one meetii^, eaft- 
ward in Ntw England^ a man, who wa« brother to a 
Prejbyterian prieft, to oppofe friends, (who^ as friends 
faid, had been often very troublefome in that meeting) 
in the beginning of the meeting he defired to have 
liberty to ajk form quefiiens* I being a ftranger, asnd 
not having fo much as heard of the man, nor any 
making reply to him, I fUt liberty in the truth to 
return the following anfwer in behalf of the meeting, 
^hai I did apprehend it was the defire of friends^ imf- 
much as ihs fneeting was appoin$ed for the tvorfhip of 
Godj and not for afking of que/iionsj or controverjicsj 
that the chief part flmtld firft be anfwend^ and I alfo 
thought the meeting would be willing^ in the conclufum^ 
to give him liberty to afk the quefiions^ if hjs intent 
therein was for information or fatisfaflion, and not /or 
contention. Friends were filent, and the man fub- 
mitted to what was propofed, and a good meeting we 
had, the Lord's heavenly power and living prefence 
being with us, and the fubftanc6 was felt among us, 
and exalted over all the {hadows and types; and 
Chrift the tVue bread and living water, light, and life 
of the world, was exalted that day; and the mighty 
God and Father, with his beloved Son, through the 
help of the Holy Spirit, was glorified, who is worthy 
for ever. Near the conclufion of the meeting, the 
man began to fpeak well of what he had heard^ par-* 
jicularly touching that of water ^baptifm^ whjch he 
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(aid) he Ifad jnothing tQ^ ohjeff againfi ; but as to the - 
Sacramenty as |ie caJled \%^ beatu^ Utde^or nothing had- 
been f aid ahut Jt^ therffirt hi concluded^ wi iither dekhd 
cr difufed it i or words to the £une purport. Then I 
flood upi. and fs^id) J did nof mumbtr that ' the tiford 
Sacrament wa^ in aU the BikU.\ but^ liaidy Ifuppofe 
he m^cnt the. bread and wine ; he anfweccd, be didi i. - 
afked bun, whether, he was ^f the fame Mimf 4he Epii^ c 
copal church ff^iZf of\ .if not oftbifanu'numdgh^mghi •" 
fayfo ; for they fay^ the bread and wine-is^an-tetirard ^ 
and viftble iign of an inward and fpirituai gfracei ISe* 
what faid he, to it.: he wasvfome time filent ; then I 
afked hiqn, H^ hng he thought that fign tvas to con^ 
tinue,:,, He ^repiipd^. To. the -^nd of the world. I 
anfwercd, J^e di4 sot read in all the Bibloy that the 
Lord ha<f /if^oi^ed ^ny figure, or fign but tvhat was to 
end in theff^kfifince^, which is to.bo witnejed and enjoyed 
in this wof,ldy and ^ifi^t.joffoHfy.to the^end or conchjien 
thereby ^^f{is atigt^ent feemed to dtclare^ by his urging, 
that theji^n.gf tk^ divine JH^anc^.mii/i roinain till' the 
£nd of tkis^yoorldf t, J.A^ei Wm,.. whfit he^ could anfwer- 
to that i he turneAu^ff. jyith*only. faying^' / -tt;tfi-/(i^ 
great a fcholar for him^ andfo he would not meddle with 
me, .H5 theji yi^a^ liitent^ apd there being matiy f)eopl^ * 
I had.^,g4^j{:^p4>it^ty.ta.apen to the tender-hearted, ' 
and fj^pi^j^.\i^s^i^t^.hQ^,tbm vks at beft but a fign, 
whic^Jt^ people eat itndjdraiik: outwardly,'in remem*- 
brance jC^, Cb/:ift!s,dca5th..unta^he came^'but that I 
could now prove plenteoufly from the New Teftament, 
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that the fuhftance^ the grace^ was come, and urged 

many proofs out of the Scriptures to the fame purpofe : 

and when I had done, what I had faid io reached a 

good-like old man, a Prefiyterian^ that he confefled, 

with tears, he bad heard much faid upon tbatfubjeSfy hut 

had never heard itfo opened before j and Aid, he believed 

J was in the right. The meeting broke up in a good 

frame, and friends much rejoiced that truth came over 

all, and the contentious man was filenced : and when 

the meeting was over, the goodly old man took me to 

the door, and afked me, what a man jhouU do in cafe 

of a folemn league and covenant, he being entered info 

it : I told him, / needed not to direB'him^ for he had 

that in himfelf which would Jkew him what heJhoulddo\ 

for if one Jhould make an agreement or -covenant with 

hell and deaths in the time of ignorance and darknefsy 

and now the true liglit difiovered it io hefo ; the fame 

light which difiovered and manifefted it to be wrong, as 

he was faithful to the famei^ would Jkew him how and 

%vhen to bre^ik it^ and every other wrong thing ; to which 

light I retmmended him j.znd' hid him take hked to it j 

which, he faid, he' hoped he Jhtiuld\ and fo I left htm 

with. \t,2x% on }ii$ chcejcs? and paffcd on, 

I omitted one thing which happened 'in that part of 
iJewJ^ngland iwar i^pu' York zxALong IJland^A^OM^ 
J was twi^e )3J|ckw4rd ,and forward, yet to be brief in 
fny travels through thoff^ countries, in*etid«d to make 
poe accoupt ferv?, vis. As J was fpeaking in a meet* 
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ing, there came a great damp over my ipirit, and in 
that time came into the meeting feveral men, occa- 
fioned by a topping and great man in the world, who 
had given them an expedadon that they fhould hear 
bow he^ would oppofe the fakers ; but in a ihort 
time truth rofe^ and friends generally heard a man fay 
to this difputant, Why do y»u not fpeak ? He huflied 
him with faying, Use man is upon thefubje^ which I 
intend to oppofe them with* After fome time the man 
was put upon again to fpeak to me, with a Why d9 
you not fpeak ? We heard him fay, The man has opened 
the thing fo as I never heard it before^ and I have no". 
thing to fay : and to his own, and the wonder of hit 
neighbours, he fat down upon a feat near the door and 
wept tenderly; fo itwaS a good time to him, and 
many more, for the Lord's mighty power was amongft 
us. Apd in xny return from my journey in the caft 
parts of New England^ the iame great man de/ired me 
to condefcend to have a. meeting at his houfe\ and after 
due cpnfideratipn and approbation of friends, v^o 
defired it might bo fo, when they knew it was his 
requeil, a mQ^tii^g was appointed, and I heard there 
were likely to be. at it a great many of the higher fort 
of Prejhyterians of his neighbourhood* 

I went to the meeting under no fmall conces*!! df . 
mind, but when I was. come into the great hpufe, I 
was very much affeded with the wife conduiSl of the 
man, to fee in what excellent order he had placed 
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every thing, (o that I could not find wherein any thing 
couU be amended ; and a heavenly meeting it was, 
lyithoitt any oppofition $ and at the breaking up of the 
meedog, this tender man, whofe heart was broken 
and spelled by the power of truth, laid audibly, Hfs 
heart and bottfe wen epin to receive me'y arid fuch at 
w/, 4et all fay kabat ^hey Would to the contrarj. But 
what the iiibje^l matter was at tte firft meeting when 
he caime m, I fbr^t; it* was enough that we remem'l 
bered we had a good ^xiA heavenly mcleting, and were 
trul}i»th«nkTul for the Ikmt to hini Vi^ho was die author 
thertofi ,.,..,. . .; • 

1 and ibme other friends being in our pafiage by' 
water in a'^veflef bound for Rhode IJlandy ani meeiiHg 
with »high and 'iJontrai»y<^#ihds, wif'put into a cre^k^' 
fome -macsdlftant frotti'Rbode IJlandy and ' dMred the '^ 
people to procure os fotne h6rfe$* to ridi on, 'Wd ^J^ 
would -psiy them any thing (hat Was rcafonablei'wJT^ 
hoped'tHey woultbriot make a prey of tis, for we were " 
ftrangtnrSj and they ought to d6"to ui as tRey would be 
done by^ If they ^efe in a'ftrange land, as we were*> 
and there eamis up to lis a goodly old ftian, and aJfked 
us, what ftf^li'a>ewere^ if/*ube "iver^e 'not Quakers : I 
told him, we were in fcorn fi called^ but we did' not 
much mind names^ for there was hut little in them. He 
was a briffk* talklnj^ man, and (aid'. There was a man 
here Idtely Hhai fatd he was a Quaker^ ' and borrowed a 
horfe^ -tek^^hm'h'viai' gine fomemiKsfr^ 'iShplace^' " 
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' k^ offered to fell the borfi : I kn$w nciy faiki tbe oian, 

' but you arefuch. I returned this anfwer to the reflec- 
tion ; That was a great proof that wt were an h$neft 
and refutable people where we WiTi inown^ be might 
ajfure himfelf of tbat\ for when a. man itji wicked^- as 
to become a notorious cheats he .wilt cover himfelf under 
the beft name, be can think oft 4tberwife be tmgbt have 
faid he was a Baptift, or a Preibyterian, or an Spiibo* 
palian> and defired you to lend him an^borfe^- but- you 

^ mind, not tbeff fiamet^ neither doA tha wici'ed^nan think 
b/( can ^ffpjii.wl^, i^id^ any oftbefe laA> but under ihe 

, J^K^ '^ ,^4 ikrre^m. of if. I U^ethfe to. judge : The 
old ii^an ai]ce4 no,fU0re,qufpfttoii^ buAAiiadshis ondea- 

* yours i(Q gQt. \is horfei^ uA a nan. and. horfe to f o 
with H8» to have the :horfea buck, agaii^ and me were 

<. weQ pftOuc\ted $. |:>ut .before we. fet . forwand, .the M 
IMii foffk japfi^^tq bi$ jiouie and was ucry couneous to 
iVOft ft>r,^<»^ky^^ h^i ifpke fer.^fome.vi&iial^ Mi>is 
(hort a ti/ne ^ jwpll Qikight be^ be. invited 'me -to drkikt 
and brought of his apples aod.beer^.wfaich h» would 
hive my ftiends to partake of, for^ he faid, f and we 
found h^ pru^)jt /uuas but a poorAnn ;.I think ther(i*was 
no liquqr^tit l?u]t^ br^u^dy qr rum, and watsr.)^ The 
old man and I p^rt^d yery lovingly^ and I gave bim*4ci 
piece of money to jphew my. gratitude for hiSrCtvility 
an4.gpod,fervicj5,to us. The people looked^'upoi^i us 
^s (bme gre^t woodier,. fen: I heard one (aji^ Apte thefi 
Quakers? w.eH%, (aidu.be^../i^ kak^ like^4ther people. 
How we had been reprefented, and by whom, it is . 
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not hard to gather, for it is very apparent, the fame 
fpirit and the fame enmity yet doth continue in fbme 
of the inhabitants of that country, which feme of our 
friends formerly felt the fevere effcfts of ; ,but they 
are fince fomewbat moderated by the government 
there, which is of a more mild and Chfiftian difpo- 
fition ; although I am well aflfured, that many of the 
more confcientioos and thinking people in thofe parts 
of the world begin to fee, and many wtll fee and un* 
derftand in time, that hanging and taking avoay lives^ 
for the fake of religion, is oppoAte to Chrifl, ahd the 
nature of the true religion which is wrought in man 
by the operation, quickenings, and indwellings of the 
JHlo/y Spiriiy which, as it is regai^ded and foUo^^d, 
leavens and brings the fotti of man in fome degree to 
put on the purity, teivenly image, and* nature of 
Chrift, which 'is Uve, praying fsr enkmie^^ztri h tiht 
for dijlrcying^ but finiing. lives ; but how^ ^e riWffTe 
will agree with that religion taught by Chrift,<¥fid 
pradifed by him and the apoftles, I "would have all 
ieriouily confider of in time. 

While we were in Bojien^ when one rf the afort* 
•mentioned worthy women was declaring excellently, 
>yith both good utterance and voice, as alfo good 
jpatter, as the manner of the inhabitants of B oft on 
bad been for many years to encoiirage,' or at leaft 
fuiFer a rude mob to bawl and make a noife. To they 
did now> .that it was hard toiiear fo as to undcrftand 
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didindUy what the friend faid, although flielpoke plain 
and intelligibly : it did very much grieve me to fee 
the ignorance and darknefs of thofe high profeflbrs of 
religion, fo that when the friend had done, obfervtng 
there appeared men of foitie note in the Mrorld, I re-* 
quefted them. %o hufli the rabble, for I had fomething 
to fay^ which I defired them to make known to the 
governor an^ chief men .of the town ; fo they foon 
quelled the noife. Then I told them, That in cafe Wi 

. were as erroneous asfime might irtJmUaU we loere^ that 
jtt^i not thfi way. tQ £pnvince us of wr errors^ neither to 
bring us out of them^ hut. rat hit t4 efiaUrfS us in thetn; 

. and that fv^/ njoi ibe^^umyftr them to gain p^ofelytes^ hut 
fhe way io hff many from them^ knd increafe dijfentersy 

,for nvh^t fonvkiement ' couU then he by noife and 

'. (lamur^ and hooting as if ihey would J^Rt their o^n 
iungs : I had come a great way to jei them^ and what 
character could I give cfthem : I never thought to have 
feenfo, much folly a(uovgfta^ft and reSgious people as 
Ziow I faw : tell the governor and chief of the town^ 
what thf old £ngIi(hDpany4»Vi& ; fir /• am ajhamed of" 
fukh doing^^ It had. a good effB^v^foi^'When Icame 
aft^r, we had quiet ni^ttngii; ind I und^ftood by 'a 
lett^JC^rojoi Daniel Zackafyy-^.JBofiofa^JiKiiOid England^ 
that t^AGovernor faid, Iw^is imthe Yigbt^ and ^irdened 
t.hat pe^^e ffbpuld . be ]sj^ in' frieiith qieetiifgs there-; 
aiid I never Jaear4 /to thp.ct5nt|jiry.- hut- iris: well yet as 
totbato We have great reafon ^o b^ trulythankful td 
the Lord for thofe, and all other his. mercies, that he 
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the fountain of all good is pleafed to favour us with : 
and as aui inibiic« of fbc Lcxrd's merty to many poor 
fufFerers, and to (hew the implacable envy of theft 
people to friends, the cafe of Thomas Maulhamj of 

, SaUfffj^mzy fiiffic^, in fdme meafure^ tp fet forth both) 
who was a great fufierer in the time of hot perfecution, 
when the perfecutors had ftripped him of almoft aH 
be had ; their infiitiable minds not content with that^ 

. they came witbaxes, ahd hewed down all the apple-- 
trees in his orchard^ it being a large one, and left the 
ftumps about the height; of a man's knee, and, as 

. Thomas Ataulbam fmd^ they took the way, as tbey 
thought* to rum him ; ! but the Lord turned it into a 

< bleiEogr £bf the trees grew to admimttoin, and c'aihe 

. to bf ar fruit abundantly, aad a finer orchard I have 
not feen in alt my travels, for the bignefs of it } let 

. the Lord be^ fali£liiied by ali his peo[de, and admired 

V by^ili them that'believe«: ■ 



t * 



I with feveral other friends, went from Salem 

yearly-nieeting (which was a large and good meeting^ 

^towards J^ott^rV arid -coming to a riw, I ftaying*a 

. little 1>ehiftd,* a.friend took m/ hbrfe, ' with two more, 

into ili^ boail,'Sind by-ihitt timelcahiie to the river 

iidethe boat was finking, and the ferryman made a 

llamisntaUe cf)f^ faying^ Tbi ioat sifinik^ and u/0 JbdU 

UaH^dr^wnedh dthough it Was fo ordeted, that thei'e 

(Wa» but one' friend' in the' beat^ with the boatman, and 

2vdo^ not reihember tKUt e)^er before now my horfe 

. 'f - ,: '-. ."• :^-. • I ■ ' : "was 
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vrsis in any boat, and I not there ; which I looked oh 
as the mercy of a kind Providence to me, and to feVcral 
other friends in company. I hearing the noife, as 
before, (and alfo the flowndering of the horfes when 
tumbling into the water) called to the men to be fure 
to take care to free tbemfelves of all the tacklhig of 
the hories, (zs bridles, ftirrups, &c.) and catch hold 
of my horfe's tail, and he would bring them both on 
ihore; but if they trufted to the other (as before 
mentioned) when the horfes fwam, they would fail 
them, unlefs very ftrong ; and to have them hold by 
the bridle was the way to drown both horfe and man : 
this advice was given while they had the horfes in their 
hands ; the boatman, being a lively youth, took my 
advice, caught hold of my horfe's tail, it being long, 
(which I ever approved of among rivers) and I calling 
to my horfe, he came quickly with the man afliore, 
but left the honeft old friend, ET^kiel fVaring^ (to 
whofe l^sQufe we intended to go that night) in the river 
floating to the heck, a hundred yards from the fhore 
by computation, yet watchful Providence did fo attend, 
that his life was preferved to a wonder ; for it was fo 
orclered^ although he mifled taking my advice, and 
caagfit bold of his 'ftii^rup, "^ni the girth br6ke, as 
they /'ate aptt« do if they be- tight when the horfe 
be^s ^6 IWlm, -which brought off the faddfc and 
pillion, and the oar of the boat,' and his hat, which 
with tile pillion-feat being in' his arms, juft bore up 
his head above water for fome timej his poor wife 
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feeing the danger to which her hufband was expofed, 
fell into a fainting fit; (there being neither houfe, 
man, or boat, to be feen on this fide of the river but 
ourfelves, the boatman, and the ftem and ftem of the • 
funk boat fuH of water. } A houfe there was on the 
other fide of the iiver« which was half a mile over. 
The ferryman did his hc& to get a boat or canoe, 
and although It began to be dark, yet he found a 
canoe, which is made of a fine piece of timber hol- 
lowed in the form of a boat, and generally will carry 
but two or three or four men ; he coming near, afked 
if Ezekiel was alive : I told him he was, but very 
wpak, for I had often heard him blubber m the water : 
I encouraged him, that he might not faint in his mind, 
for I told him, J yet believed his life would hepre/ervedy 
he would very faintly fay, Unle/s help came^ he could 
net hold it long. I went on by the waterfide, and laid 
me down often on the land, not much regarding wet 
er dirt, fometimes tumbling over logs of wood and 
limbs of trees, for fo it is Jn thefe uncultivated places. 
I dire^Sled the man with his canoe where the poor 
friend was, as near as I could -tell by my laftobferva- 
tion, and withal defired he would turn the ftern of his 
canoe to him, as he could not lift him into die canoe; 
neither to let him lay his hand upon the broad' fide of 
it, but upon the flern, left he fhould <^verfet \%y and 
they be both drowned : fo he did, and brought him 
gently on fhore, to the great joy pf^his loving wife 
and us all. The boatnaany as he own^> had found 
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my counfel good, and therefore would have^ me telt 
him what he might do now y I bid him fetch the boat 
to ihore by the fowler qr fope, and then go and carry 
EzekUl in theecanoe to the inn on the other fide of 
the water, that he might dry, warm, and refrefli 
himfelf until we came ^ in the mean time we cleared 
the boat of water, which when. done, we put two 
horfes into it, and I towed my horfe at the boat's 
flern, to make room for feveral, efpeciaiiy the good 
women before mentioned, who were at this time in 
my company, not without their exercife any more than 
myfelf : we got well oyer,* and then the ferryman and 
friend on 'the other fide, brought the hories:fhat were 
left, being three, which were, enough for the boat, 
and proved too many the firft time. We found 
the good old friend finely and ^yft)^ recruited, and got 
to his houfe about midnight^ where we were glad, 
and our hearts were full of praties to the Lord for 
this great and eminent deliverance and prefervation* 

In this firft vifit, while in Rhode Ifianiy I met with 
fomethipg worthyof thy notice, if thdu art fuch a reader 
as^^I wifh thou may^ft, which was thus : Seing mRhode 
IJland^ feveral friends came to me in fome of the in« 
teryals of the yearly'*meeting> (for it heM feversdl 
days,, both for.woribtp and difciplihe) to inquire 
whether it was ufual to let the young, and fuA as had 
but appeared little in teftimony in our parts of the 
wojrldy . come into meetings of publick friends : I 
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faid, Tis^ if they were of clean lives^ and what they had 
ta Jay ^: approved^ and ii wa$' very tikefiich might watt 
advice as much as thofi wh4 0jefe 'come te more experiHtce 
inthe^work^'tbt mini/iryy ifnot^'Mdre: this was (bme 
meafifi of enlargtxig theTaid tne^irtg^bniliniiYers now 
coming <in, Whon rtrtitite \At6 die meeting, feveral 
q^.thn aiders defired me to go irfto the'gaBery, which 
Irre^fedy the concerjs uporv my fnind beiitg fo great, 
lithought it was enough that I could but get imo the 
hpu^ »nd fit down amongft die loweft tank. 

This meeting was one not to be forgotten, becaule 

of the eminent vifiiation frbm the Lord that ' was' 

♦ 

uponvufi in it; I hare not'ofteri feefi the like; I 
'^VfrfHoa if there wwe ^ny dry chfeeks* for Tome time 
ir%kj and the manner 'bf the ivorking of the heavenly 
pQwer.was , remarkable, iifi order to the fahdifying and* 
preparing ^eeflfeh for the Lord'sufe ; ' and he broke us 
dosvn by bisjudgmeiits fiiom' foHowing flattdring flefli, 
and .the ploifing vaifriti^s of the world, stnd the* fubtil 
baits of Satan, by the tenders of his love, and engaged 
us.^tOsWl^w bis. heavenly- and' in vizard calls, khocks, 
and regrpofs^of -his.Holy Spirit^ and to obey the dic- 
tates of t^e^flmc* : When the Locd prepares in' a good 
degree for this^work of the miniftry, many have been * 
unjvllling tjp ^vei up and^obey, until 'they hkve taffieB 
of thei Lord V d^^eafttre,'and In^part 6Phis judgtttents, 
whfcb h^ve . brought them into a^ 'fubmiffioh'; after 
whitfb ihey wjent out with theii? lives fonlctimes in* 

: - '■•^ :••••'. ^ ^ •• ■ -••-•■-'- their 
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their hands, and became ^ winder to men, bearing 
their reproach, and fometimes ap{>eareid in great con* 
s:rco:ations, fomqtimcs in noifqs. and tumults, and 
fometimes were in watchings an4 fafling^, in weari* ' 
nefs, hunger, and ii> cold, wjth much more^ for the 
name of the Lord and his. teftimonf, and for the 
enjoyment of peace, and the internal prefence of him 
that hath feparated us to this work by the Holy Ghofl $ 
and ft 1$ in and by our abiding faithful to the fame, 
that we are preferred in a. capacity of perfeverance 
through all to the end, to the mutual help and com- 
fort one of another, an4 renown of the name of the 
Lord, who is worthy now and for ever. 

We alfo had a very larjg^ ,n>eettng on this ifland in 
an orchard, where I had .good fervice for the Lord 5 
and I remember I was much concerned about the two 
miniftrations, viz. %^^'s baptifm with water^ and 
Christ's with the Hoi}/ Gboft^ it being clear from 
yohn's words, th^t h^ faw to th,e end of hts own dif- 
penfation when he declared,^ he muft detreafe^ but 
Christ muft increafe\ which Js generally underftood 
to refpedl their differing dil^enfations j for the firft" 
baptifm was to baptize untb repent ance^ the other to 
the purging of thi^o^rjZn^ kurnkig up of thai which 
tuas combtAjjlibJeyyvL.^ thechaj^ ^nd ftubble, which 4he 
Lord's ba^tifnij bujnet)) up inwardly, and which no 
elementary thing; can dps for if all the eatings, 
wafhings, obferyations^ .^d $erempme& under- the- 
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law, although to Ifrad commanded and enjoined by 
the Lord, could not make the comers thereunto pet" 

fi5f^ how ihould thefe or any of them now, when nof 
commanded, as they never were to us, perfeSi the 
Gentih world ? So what I had irpon my mind, as I 
received I went through with, and (hewed the begin- 
ning, ufe and end of the watery di/penfation, and the 
ufe ^nd continuance of Christ's fpiritual baptifm to 
the end of the world. The meeting broke up, and 
friends went into an upper room in an inn ; but I felt 
fuch an exerciie upon my fpirit that I could not eat, 
but defrred friends to be eafy, and I wouM eat as Toon 
as I could J and while I was walking over the large 
chamber alone, there came up three men whom I 
knew not, or what they were, but it fprang livingly 
in .my heart to fet my eyes on them in the Lord's 
dread, and fo I did; they pai&d away, and I was 

' told afterwards, that they were three Baptift preachers 
who, had. been at die meeting, and came once' more 
to fee me, with a defign to have a difpute with me ; 
buty theyfatd, I Uaked fo Jhatply^ they dur ft iioi meddle 

' with me. Thus the Lord in a good degree wrought 
for me, Uefled ht his worthy name for ever. 

Now! leave the account of my travels in thofe 
parts, and enter ii{^on my fecond, with my honeft 
companion. ^tfm^i Butei^^ who was born in Virginia^ 
and travelled much with me through many provinces, 
and fonne iflands > wehad good fervice together, and 

it 
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It was much with me, when on Rhode IJland^ io viftt 
Nantucket^ where there were but very few friends; 
Peleg Slocum^ an hgneft publick friend, near Rhode 
JJlandy intending to carry us in his flopp to the faid 
ifland that night; and Peleg thought we had been 
clofe in with our defirejj; landing place, but we fell 
fliort, and night coming on, and having but one fmall 
canoe to help us on fliore, which would carry but 
three people at once, we went on fhore at twice, and 
kft the floop at an anchor ; and it being grown dark, 
we thought we were going up into the ifland among 
the inhabitants, but foon found that we were upon a 
beach of fand and rubbifli, where was neither grafs 
rior tree, neither could we find the floop that night, 
.though we fought it carefully, and hollowed one to 
another till we were weary, fo that we were forced ^o 
ftttle upon our little ifland, from the centre of which, 
one might caft a fl:one into the fea on every fide ; here 
- w^ ftaid that night, hot knowing but the fea, when at 
the height, would have fwept us all away, but it did 
not ; there I walked, and fometimes fat, until morn« 
ing, but ^t^t none ; at laft ,the morning came, and 
the miff went away, and we got on board again, and 
rcachVd the ifland about the ninth or tenth hour. 

> • 

^ The matter was willing, at our requefl:, ,to^ land 
thre^ of us, (i. e.) me, my companion, an(^ &ufanna 
Frehorn^ z pubEck friend, who had a concern upon 
her rnind for fome time, (as llie fignified to friend^ in 

Rhode 
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Rhode IJlandj where flie lived) to vifit the few friends 
in Nantucket^ and friends thought this a proper feafoa 
to pay that viiit. She was a woman well beloved, and 
in good unity with friends. 

We landed fafe, and as we went up an afcent, we 
faw a great many people looking towards the fea, for 
great fear had poflefled them, that our floop was a 
French floop loaded with' men and arms, who were 
coming to invade the iitand : I held out my arms and 
told them, / ineiv not of any worfe arms than thefe on 
board. They faid, they were glad it was no worfe, 
for they had intended to have alarmed the ifland> it 
being a time of war : I told the good-like people, for 
fo they appeared to me, ftat Peleg Slocum^ near Rhode 
IJlandj was matter of the floop, and that we came to 
vifit them in the love of God, if they would be 
willing to let us have fome meetings amongft them* 
They behaved tKemfelves very courteoufly towards usj 
and faid, they^ thought we mights 

We then \nx\\xxxtiiar Nathaniel Starhucky Who we 
undetftood was, In foipe degree convinced of the- truth, 
and having' direfiions to* his houfe, we went thither, 
and I told him, Tf^e made bold to come to' his hotife^^and 
if he was free to receive us^ we Jkouldfiay, a little with 
him^ but'f iofy we would go elfewhere ^ for we heard 
he was a feeding religious man^ andfuch chiefly we wen 
conte to vifit:' hz laidj we were very welcome. And by 

this 
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this time came in his mother M»ry Starhuck^ who the 
iilanders efteemed as a judge among them, lot JUtle 
of moment was donp there without her« as I imder- 
flood* 

At the firft fight of her it Sprang in my heart, T9 
ibis woman is the evtrlafting, Iqvf of Goi. I Ippked 
upon her as 2^ woman that bore iome fway in the 
ifland> and To I /aid, and tb4t truly» Wi are ^nuin the 
love of God to '^ijit ^ov^ Ifj^lf ^^^ ^*^^i '^ '^' us^bave 

forne meetings among sou ;• Qxc fajd^ fie tboygh^ we, might ; 
and withal iaid, there was a Nonnf^ooforciiift. mni0er 
who was to have a meetings and they were going to it, 
and fie thought it wpul^ bfjjy^ kgJH xf/ayfitj us, to gf with 
them to the meetfng. 1 .fji^evi^.^toy, dii)ikQ .to ^t |br 
thefe reafons i ,fir/f^:^eJi^\ ^o^wanMoJipar what that 
'minifter had to fay^ be,c^ufe foipc of^^^ j|^d.tr}fd.di€(ni 

' bielore we came .thore, { gi^mi^ig xhtJiJoncanf^p^fnifif of 
Xbyeral jTorts) ^tidjf /we>ih<^iild,£o, ajMi. could, not be 
clear without fpeal^ipsj fi^i^ nve^tiflg, he 

' migh^ tote it iii j. bu.t ^$^ w^ ^ci[i|a|id4b^e.i%arMHbpr 
meeting appointed . at tbe, jfe(;ond>hour /pr::$b^T i^a»e 

^inan,''therefpre,,as, die,preJkot-C|^^ of things 

are, we look upon .ourfelyfs.taftand.upon an eqi^^l 
jground in a religious ^ ^ap^cit;y.^wjjth f^bcviDiffejffers ; 
and if we (hould ^fipointo^r meeting at the fame 
^ hour, then the people yrill he Jeft to their, choice to 

which meeting they ,wi}l go. The great ^oman .ap-« 
proved of the propofal, and faid, Indeed that was the 

hejl 
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heft way. The next confideration was, tVhcre Jhall 
the meeting be ? She paufed awhile, and then faid, / 
think at our beufe. I from thence gathered ihe had 
an hufband, for I thought the word our carried in it 
fome power befldes her own, and I prefently found he 
was with us ; I then made my obfervation on him, 
and he appeared not a man of mean parts, but fhe io 
hr exceeded htm In found nefs of judgment, clearneis 
of underftandtng^ and an elegant way of expre'ffing 
berfelf, and that not in an afFe£):ed ftrain, but very 
natural to her, that it tended to leilen the qualiiica- 

tions of her hufband. ' 

. .1 

• The meeting being agreed on, and care taken ,as 
• to'tlte appointment of it, we '^ parted, and I lay down 
to try if I could get any fleep, for 1 have (hewed be- 
forie what fort tof a iiight the laft was with us 5 but 
fleep Vanifhed away from me^ aiid t got up and walke4 
to and fro in 'the woods' untUftie meeting was moftly 
gad^red. I was under a Very gteat load in my fpirit, 
' but the occaflon of it ttras'hid froni me, out I faw it 
my (State-to "go to iii^eftihg, th'e order of which was 
fuch; in rII ^he'-^'iarts' thereof, I Had not feen'the like 
before; the la^ge arid "bfight "rubbed room was (et 
with fuitable feats or chairs, the' glafs windows taken 
out of .the frames, arid many chairs placed without 
tery conv^mently, fo that I did not fee any thin^, 
wanting, according to the place^ but foniething to 
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ftand on, for I was not free to fct my feet upon the 
fine cane chair, left I fhould break it. 

I am the more particular in this exa£l and exem- 
plary order than in fome other things, for the feats 
both within and witl\out doors were fo placed, that the 
faces of the people were towards the feats where Ae 
publick friends fat^ apd when fq fet, they, did hot look 
or gaze in our faces, as ibme J think are too apt to 
do, which in my thoughts befpeaks an unconcerned 

~' inihd : the meeting being thus gathered, and (et down 

^^ 111. this orderly and ampJe.;. manner, (although there 
were but Very few bearing our name in it) it was not 

*' lpng4)j^ibre the n^ighty power of the I^p^d began to 
work, 'aiid in it my coq[ipaniQn^efpecialtydidjapp0ar in 
teuimdny m the fore part thereof ;^ ^4 ^iU hewas 
ipVaking, ;a prieft (not him before touch^ on^ bitt 
another) dur^g put fome reH^ffcions Hpucm hin3^ and the 

* people for his fake^ .whjch.Idid not fep^Nil^e leaft oiv 
cafion for; after which he wen^,^way,«^{but mofe'of 
thisinthefequel.) .., ./w..^ ' r v; V •^- 

I fat a confiderable time in jhe meeting befolre I 
could feie my\way clear. to fey any thing, until the 
Lord's heavenly power raifed me, and fet me upon 
my feet as If one had lifted me up, and what I had 
firft in commlilion to fpeak, was in the words of 
Chrlft to Nicodemus^ viz. Except a. man, hi t^ripa^dh!^ 
he cannot fee tbe^ ^irtg(^o^. of Godj with thcfc words, 
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A^j^ tbi fuaural and unregeTieraieman cannot Jq much 
as fee the beavinfy ' and Jpirhual Mngdom of Chrifi^ \ 
which Jlands not only in powir but alfo in righteoufnefs^ 
joy and peace in the boty Spirit ; and to be born again, 
was not to be done* unperceivabfyj no more than the na- 
tural birth could be brought firth without trouble ; and 
to pretend to be in Cbriji and not tor be new creatures^^ is 
prepoflerous y and t6 pretend t^^ bicf ketu creaturesy and 
• yet not able to fendeir any dccoiinthow it was perform-^ 
idy was nnrea/dkabk ; for it Could not he\ as I urged 
before^ without ourkhowiedge \ fii^t'obeborn again^ 
.Jignified*tobe'qui}:hiied"and raifet'tnto dfpiriiual and 
-rmewUfo^ ^bf HbbicB'thi''body ohhrJlnrofU^^ 
-mirtifiulyjyvndwe'conie to live a felf^dinying)ife : tbofe 
'wb9 are crucified With Chrijl^ they are crucified to their 
finsy that ai hi died forfin. We mtgh't die to Jin :. ' in Hit 
ifiate we live not after thefiejhy * ahhougbwi'&Oe (as t^e 
apoftle Aid) inthipjhi but 'the Gfe ^Ud Weji livfy 
is through faith in the Son of God : and to have all 
thisy and much, more wirqugbt in uSy and we know 
nothing rf itf is unaccountabUm 

As I Vfras thus ojienid, and dbllvieririg thefc things, 
•wkh much more than I cs^n remember, tfie great 
woman I felt, for mdflr of an hour together, fought 
and ftpove againft the teftimonjr, fomettmes looking 
. up in my &€€ with a pale, ^aiid then with a more 
rdddy complexion ; but the ftrength of the truth in- 
creafed, ^tA the Lord's inighty poWer began to fhake' 
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the people yrithln and without door^ ;. but fhe who 
was looked, u^n as z Dehrah by .thefe people, was 
loth to lofe her .oi^itfid^ f^ligion^.or the appearance 
thereof :, whea the could no longer contain, < flie fiib« 
mitted to the |u()wer. qf trudi, and. the do£b:ines therew 
of, and IU|ed uphervoiq&aiid weptiwOh ! then the * 
univerfal fity and brc^k/^ime^ oC heact. and tears was 
wonderful [ From this tii;ne.I do not remember one 
word that jl jjpokfJRjte/limpnyj.it was enough that I . 
could .keep ,.uppn the true bottojTi, and not be carried 
awaj^ with^the^ ftream ab^i^ my Qiearure* > 

J anight, add i^ch mpre .concerning this day's 
work, but X intend.not to^fay any thing to the pralfe . 
of the qrptu{e, byt t^ th^ jrenown. of the mighty y 
name^ of thf. Lord of Hpftsi and let^Il £eih lie as in * 
the duft f^^^ever ; , for wMkil.ccmtitiued fpeaking in- 
this ^2ite,.a$. b^(p^e..r7>entipn^d,.ai]d thuslwallowed 
up in the ii^rnffl.preferice^.of^Chrifti i^ere there was 
no want ^ of ,pqjv^f^ -jyifdajn^'iior titterance^ I ^oke 
but a Ven teji^^^^p^ fkPf^i ' Atd fo M iatiXoqie 'time ^•/l ' 
have fince thought of yohn*s being in the fpirit on the 

-^^^^Viiflte: ,tf I ^^ k^iliew # fltdte ftp ,haved)ceii con- - 
tinued in;>J am o^ thf^ mipd X. flioulA riot have been • 
kn^M^^^i^s^^xi^i^f^ys^)^^ This • ' 

is a myft^ry^^ofljqj))^ ^jjftthffctwrf; faithful and true 
fayingjijii ti}.ou,^jft .iH^.jiJiiitcanft j. ilbut there ki^e - 
none yrfxo cdg^Vn^i^ v^H^ Jhney ^rA'tunx) namti • 
but thgy y^ hgsf/[ ;Viv Jthete ttt^non^whaftand (ipoh > 
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mount Ston with harps of God in their hands^ but only 
fuch as hei*Ot come through great tribulations^ and have 
wajhed their garments and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb ; to thcfe are the Jeals of the book of the 
myfteries of the glorious kingdom opened -y thefe ZTt called 
out of nations^ kindreds^ tongues and people ; thefe are 
redeemed out of the fallen and tTLvihy ftate vf old Adam, 
into the livings heavenly and Jpiritual fiate in Chrift 
the fecond Adam ; thefe cry holy ; the othet part of 
the children of men cry unholy^ bccaufc they are not 
willing to caji down their crowns at the feet' or ap- 
pearance of Chrift in their own fculs ; although fuch, 
with the four beafts may cry^ Qome and Jee^ yet are 
they not properly qualified to worjhip the Ldrd God 
and the Lamb before bis throne^ as the fbtir and twenty 
elders did, and as all do, and will do, who worfhip 
God in his holj(.ttoplc infplrit and in truth, accord- 
ing to his own appointmenij who ^re not tied' up to 
the canons, creeds,, fyftem^,- and' diftatcs of men, 
much of whic^ is beaten <yutf>t tht wifdom, parts, 
and n^tur^. jCompriehertfium 'of %dl-^hly"f^lleii man, ' " 
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I return b&tt thid, 'whkh^ ftiftf^-fedih a myfterious 
digreffion^ to-jthe^otheb' pttrf cff What did' fislppen* con- 
cerning the meetmg^ "and coftn(^ now to the breaking 
up thereof ^.imid:ascxtr6fiie h«ats-6ft etid in extreme 
cold, Mi ^^great'ihei^bts frequintiy <^ent^r (as to 
man in this capacity/ in\ gvcat ^eptHtij- and great 
plenty in great poverty, which I hive often fecn to 
T be 
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be good in order to keep the creature low, tn.fear, 
and in a dependance upon the Lord, I foon fell into 
fuch a condition that I was like to die away ; and 
when it was fo, I with my companion made a mo- 
tion to break up the meeting, but could not fbribme 
time, for they fat weeping univerfally j then I told 
the nieeting, efpecially fuch as were near ine, that 
if I Jbould faint away^ I tv^uld not have them to be 
furpri%ed at it \ for I was much concerned left that 
fhould hurt thefe tender people ; my life was not dear 
to me in comparifon of the worth of che fouls of the 
children of men ; but all this did not break up the 
meeting : but after fome time Mary Starhuck ftood 
up, alid held out her hand, and fpoke tremblingly 
and faid. All that ever we have been buildingy and ail 
that evier we have done^ is fill pulled down this dfty ; 
and this is the everlajiing truth \ or very aiear thefe 
words. Then (he arqfe, and, I obferved that ihe^ 
and as ma^ny as could ,wdl be fcen, were w^t ^with 
tears from their faces to. the fore fkirts of their gar-. 
ments,,and'the floor, was as though there ha4 b^eil a 
fhower of rain upon it \ but Mfiry^ that worthy 
woman, faid to me, when a little come to confider 
the poor ftate that I was in. Dear childj what Jhall I 
do for you ? I faid, A little would do for me y if thou 
cdnft geS me fomething to drink that is nnt ftrong^^ hjut 
rather wdfm^ it may do w^ll :> fo (he did^ and I went 
unto her fon's, where my •clothes were, that, I might 
ihift me, jfor I felt fweat in my (hoes as I walked. 

I men- 
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I mention riris ]>artly for the iakes of Axch of my 
brethren, who may be at afiy time in the like cafe, to 
take care to keep out of the cold, and beware of 
drinking that which is cold, neither is brandy good, 
for it feeds tbo much upon the weakened vi'tids ; but 
in all things endeavour to poflefi your veflels in fane- 
ttfication and honour : tod its if Is not in man^s power 
to make the veflet clean nor prepare it, therefore if 
the Lord doth (with thy obedience through the work 
of his grace and Holy Spirit) fit thy vefiel' for his 
work and fervice, take this cdutioh ; lee ihzt* tikou 
neither dtftrdy-i difile^ 'nir hurt the fame. !But it may 
be, fome or other have done sdl'tbbfe, Yome one way 
and fome anothef • 

I remember PeUg Sbettfn^ (before mentioned) faid 
after this meethig, that the like he wks never at ; for 
he thought the iilhabitdnts 'bf'thfe ill^n^ were fKaken, " 
and moft'of thfc people tbtiviriced* of f he truth : how-' 
ever, a grebt cbrivincement there' vi^as that day, J(£:rry ' 
Starbu€Jt'i^ks one oTthe litfmbei*, ^^d in a Ihoit time ' 
after received a publick^tefticfioiiy',' as did alfo.her fori 
Nathamtk "> 

After' I was foThetvhat^rfeVivey'i trfy Companion' 
having a mind tofpeak. tb'the pfieil, to'kriowvvhylie 
did foreflfeA on him, dfefoed* ttit to go with ^im;^ 
which- 1 did with feVeril^rhdVei* arid coming to hiis 
door^ where he*wis^f^ upon ^a'^bench'i JameilSates ' 
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jB&Lei biin, fFJ^ hi didfi refieU ; he replied, He wat 
in a paffiaa^ and had tuthing againjt Urn ; tketi yames 
forgave him, and they fell into fome debate -concern- 
ing y^//;^ 'y my friend ur^d the apoftle yama^ words, 
which are theib. As the body is dead without the fpiritj 
/o is faith without worh. The prieft fatd. Dead faith 
was nothings and that it had no being in the world. I 
thought he appeared to be in the craft ^ and after they 
had tqgged at it a while, I faid, I found fomething in 
my mind to interpofe^ iftbsy would hear me : Aey both 
fliewed a willingiiefe ^ hear what I h^ to &y, and 
then I aiked, fVljoi heiief or faith that was the devils 
iad ; for I did not underftandy hut that although they 
believed there was a Gody they remained devils flill\ 
iherefofe the word dead is a fToffr word^ and proper^ 
fy adapted to that whith any may call faith, and is 
not operative^ but a notion that may be received by edu'^ 
uHion^ by hearing or readings and not that faith which 
works by love, and overcomes the world j and becaufi 
0f its not workings being ina^ivie and ufeUfs^ is fitly 
(ailed dead : what doji thou fay to that ? He faid, / * 
%/ifas too great a fcbolar for him. I replied. There was 
no great fcholarfitip in that. He then invited me to 
flay all wight, arid feid / ^)ould be as welcome as his 
0wn children^ and he and I would difpute about that 
between ourfelves. I declined it, and fhewed thcfe rea- 
fona for fo doing j if he declined the debate publickly, 
jf w^uld not debate it privately, for then tbejg neighs 
haurs of bis would want the benefit of it i and fo we • 
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parted, with my (ayrng, as it immodiately fprang up* 
in my heart, Thou haft been a man in thy young years 
that the Lord has been near^ and favoured with many 
openings, and if thou hadfl been faithful to the gift of 
Godj thou mighteft have been ferviceabU ; but thou haji 
been unfaithful^ and a cloud is come ever thce^ and thou 
art laid afide as ufelefs. 

I was altogether a ftranger to the ftate of the prieft, 
no) had I heard any thing of him, nor indeed of the]ftate 
of the inhabiSii^ts of the ifland^ but what I heard after 
moftly from Mary Starbuck ; for as we walked /rom 
the prieil's houfe towards our quarters, ihe faid. Every 
thing Jhe now met with, did confirm her in the truth ; 
for Jhe knew this w0^ the ftate of the' prieftj as I had 
faid, Jhe being acquainted with him in his bejt ftate, and 
then he had fine openings, and a living minijhy among 
them, but of late a cloud was come over htm, and, as I 
faid, he was laid by and ufelefs. She alfo put me in 
mind of fomething I had faid in the meeting about 
Miction, which as near as I can remember was thus : 
I had endeavoured to make one in the eleffion^ and one 
horn again, much the fame ; for I had laid wafte all 
claim to election without king born again ; for as 
-Chrift was the chofen or ele^ of Godj who never fell, 
could fuch who were in the fall be the branches of 
Chrift, the pure heavenly Vine ? Or fuch who were 
found in the impure ftate, and in the degeneracy, by 
reafon of fm ahd wicked works ? Or would Chrift be 
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married to a people, and become as their hufband^ 
who were in an unconverted ftate i Could this 
be the true chutch of Chrift ? Could this be die 
Lamb's bride, who had departed from his fpirit, and 
was in- the pollutions of the world through luft, and 
running after the pleafures and fineries of the world, 
depending upon ceremonies^ and outfide things and 
- elements, which appear not to be ejfintial to our fal- 
vation, neither do we find life in them, nor conver- 
fion through them ? I was of the apoflle's mind, that 
Neither circumcifioTty nor uncircumcijion availeth any 
ibingy but a new creature : and what man in the 
world can fay, that u/j/^r (although he may have 
been baptized or dipped into the/ame) hath converted 
him, or changed his ftate from a natural to a fpiritual, 
or from a dead to a living ftate in Chrift ? Or, who 
that have gone through the moft celebrated ceremo- 
nies (as fome may account them) had thereby got 
dominion over fm and fatan ? 

Having thus treated of things, or to this purpose, 
among them, I faid to Mary^ 7hat Jhe warred and 
Jirove againft the tejttmony for a time : and as near as 
I remember fhe faid their principle was, Thatfuch who 
bleUeved once in Chrift^ were always in hinij without 
poJJibiUty of falling away ; and whon^ he had once loved^ 
he loved to the end : and it was a diftindion they had 
given to their church, to be called EleQariam \ 
and as I (aid, or near it, Jhe had no mind to be pulled 
out of her Jlrong hold. But when ihe (aw the glory 
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of Ckrift, and Ae true diurch, as the queen of tlie 
£)uth law Sol$moH*%^ and the glory of his houfe ; and 
as ike had her queftlons and doubts angered, ftie 
had M m^re fpirit in ter^ or doubts or qu^ions, but 
openly owned, This is the trutby this is thi gUry I beve 
hiMrifo much of: that fpirit of doubting and queftion^ 
ing was fwallowed up now, by her hearir^g and be- 
holding for kerfelf this greater f ^/owotf, his wiiilcn^ 
and glory, aod the great houfe that he bad built (the 
fervants, the attendance, the excellent order, with the 
afcent unto the houie of God, which were ali won*- 
derfid in 8olomon*% houle, carried in them a lively re* 
iemblance of Chrift, his power, glory, and wifdom) 
as alio that order an^ mean which is feen aniong fafs 
faithful fervants, his chiurch and peoi^e, even fudi 
as eur fpiritual Solomon rules in and over by his i^irit 
and power. Here is SoJamori, or Min of PeacAy dfe>- 
wheise called the Prince of Peact ; and as Splomen 
ruled in yerufaleniy formerly called Saleaij or City of 
Peace^ and indeed over all Judah^ and over all his 
tribes, fo dodi Cbriil in his kingdom every where 
upqn the face of the whole earth. Learn this, fee and 
know in and for thyfel^ that thou art truly tranflated 
out of the kingdom of d<^th and darJcnefs into the 
iiungdom of Chrift, which is a kingdom of power, 
Ufe« Ugb^« p^acQ and joy in the Holy Ghoft. I was 
igdiich' bonded down in my fpirit, and in weaknefsi, 
fj^ing) ^|id in puch* fear \ for the more that truth 
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dppearSi tbe Aott it brjng3 the cr^ftture into fel£- 
afaafement* 

A paflage is herd revived to my mind, which WM 
thas : After a large yearly-meetiag, where were many 
aUe minifters wordiy William Pehn, who waft 
one of them^ taking me afidei faid, Tie main part of 
thtjeroici of this dct/i work went oh thfjide^ and w4 
fitw it J axd wrre wilting and tafy t\9 give way to ibi 
truiby thamgb it was tkrougk tiee^ who appears hoi lih 
aflfrub ; ahd it is but reafonabis the LordJhoM ntaki 
itfe of 'udbom he pJetf/ts : mw^ tmthinks^ thou mayefi ba 
AeerfuL Fxom virhtch I gathei^ed, that he thought 1 
was too much incUnabie to be caift down \ therefore I 
gare him thift trae anfwcr, / endeavour to keep in f 
midixuny oat of M extr^ness as believing it to be mojt 
agreeable to my^ettion \ with this remark, the worjl of 
Oiy thrus rather imbitter the beft to me: Willi AM 
fliook his head) and iatd with much refpefk. There arg 
OiaHy whoJUer m this courfe bffides thee^ and it ii the 
fafejl path for us to walk in ; with feveral other ex* 
l^e^ons which befpoke affe£tion* 

. This worthy man, and minifier of the go(pe(, not'* 
With (landing his great endowments and excellent 
qualtficatioiis^ yet thought it his place to ftoop to and 
give ^ay to the truth, and let the holy teftifnony go 
through whom it might pleafe the Lord to impower 
and employ in his ^vork, although it might%e through 
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contempdble inftruments. I iincerely defire this may 
prove profitable to thoTe whom it may concern, and 
Into whole hands it may come, that the Lord's work 
may be truly minded, and given way unto, when it is 
opened; for ieeing no man can open it, let not any 
ftrive on the man's part to (hut the lame. I have at 
times feen fomething of this nature, which hath not 
been altogether to my fatisfadion ; a word to the wife 
may ferve^ I would hope, atid may be fufficient for a 
caution, for what I have written is in the love of God, 
and under a concern that hath been upon my mind at 
times, for fome years, to leave behind me a gentle 
caution to my tender friends of both fexes, to have an 
efpectal care in all things to recommend not only their 
gifts, but their demeanour in them, as aUb their con- 
veriations after them, to every man's confcience in 
the fight of God, fo that you may build up the Lord's 
houfe, (like the wife woman) and always have a great 
care, that nothing you fay or do may. any way tend to 
the hindrance of the Lord's work, or difcourage the 
-weakeft in the flock of Chrift, but labour to faften 
every ftake, and ftrengthen every cord of Sion^ and 
9S much as you are capable, build up the tabernacle 
in Jerufalem ; for as God is a fpirit, and the foul of 
man is a fpiritual exiftence, and as the foul and body 
of man become fan£tified and prepared, as a temple 
for the Lord by his Holy Spirit to tabernacle in, the 
liOfd is to fuch as a fanduary to fly tO) and reft in, from 
heats and from ftorms : here is the true church's rock, 
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and place of defence^ (to wit) the name and power of 
the mighty God. Oh ! that all the inhabitants of the 
earth were acquainted with this name, and rock of 
defence, they would not then be fo much overcome, 
as they are, with the power of the enemy of the foul, 
but would hVe above his region, which is in the 
earth,' or rather in the earthly hearts of men. All 
you who have efcaped the pollutions of the world, 
keep in your tents, until the Lord moves and leads 
forward, and opens the way, fometimes as in a wil- 
derneis» 

Read and underftand from whence thefe things have 
their rife and original, for there is the church's fafety, 
and it^ comeltnefs too in abiding in the ^uth ; this is 
your place of fafety, where the enemy hath no power, 
where the wiles of Satan and inventions of man 
cannot reach, no inchantment hath power over thefe^ 
renowned be the great name of the Lord now and 
for ever. 

How comfortable, how ea(y and plea&nt are even 
all the books and teftimonies, and exhortations, that 
are given forth in the fpirit, love and life of Chrift [ 
yea, the very company and converfation of fuch who 
are prefervcd in the life, becomes a fweet favour of 
divine life to the living ; there is edification, comfort, 
and confolation, a ftrengthening And building up one 
of another in the moft holy and precious faith, fo that* 
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I find the truly quickened foul taketh great delight to 
reibrt to^ and as much as may be, converfe with the 
awakened and truly quickened fouls who take up the 
crpfs of Chrift daily, and foUaw him in the way c^ (elf-* 
denial, although it be a way that is much fyokea 
againft, by fuch who know not the nature and diku 
pline of the holy crofs, and de^Ue Aich who are the 
true followers of Chrift. To feel this efi^ntial virtue, 
feed or leaven of the kingdom, or tilt of the covenant 
(Chrift) to work fo efFedually to the reftoring af the 
powers and faculties of the foul, into the iirft reditude 
and purity, that, all the malignity may be throughly 
purged out, with ail the drofs or tin, which defiled 
the man, and makes him unfit for the kingdom and 
for the fervice of God, is a great work. Neither is . 
the veflel preferved clean, ()¥hen it is in degree 
cleanfed) but through great care, watchfulnefs, and 
diligence in attending upoi) the Lord with great de** 
votednefs, and refignation to his mind and will in all 
thingsi: experience hath- taught us, as well as what 
we read in the Holy Scriptures, that there are many v 
combats to go through for fuch as are engaged in this 
warfare, before the abovefaid ftate, viz. Delh^ranct 
Jr^mfin and fatan^ and 2,fahbatical or peaceful refi in 
Chrift can be obtained to the foul. 

Come, thou that loveft the light, and bringeft thy 
deeds to the light, and believeft in the light, and haft 
thy body full of light, by keeping thy eye fingle to 
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God, and in and to all things that may tend to kia 
glory and thy duty ; thou wilt become a child of the 
Hght, and receive the whole armour of light ; thit 
is that which will arm thee on the right hand and on 
the left : put ofF thy own rsghteoufnefs, which it may 
be thy breaft hath been too much poffefird with» and' 
put on Chrift's righteoufnefs as a breaft-plate^ for it 
much imboMens in imminent 'dangers^ and alfo at 
a^roaching death ; wait upon him that hath power^ 
that thy feet may bt Jb^d w'tth thi preparaii9n rf tbt 
gtfp^i tff p^aai fa that as the gofpel- power, and 
gofpeUminiftry) all tend to gather into the wajrs of 
the gofpel and of virtue, thou mayeft not fail to be a 
preacher of righteoufnefs in thy walking, and in thy 
^ole coiiver£ition ^ for this is one of the good ends 
for which the gofpeUpower hath reached and vifited 
thy foul, viz. to purge itj and make it clean 'y and take 
care to have upon thy head the helmet of falvation^ 
.which will be a flrength and as a crown to thee, not 
oMy in the many etKounters, but more efpecialfy in ' 
thy lail encounter with death ; and that thou mayeft 
have faith af ajhield t$ put on^ that thou mayeil over- 
come the world, and have vidory % and above all 
tbmgs, take to thylelf the fword of thefpirii^ which 
is the word of God, that through this excellent 
arOHHtr of proof, thou mayeft be abb to quench all the 
fiiff darts and temptations of the devil. 
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If thou art a foldier of Chrift, this is thy armour ; 
Acfe are thy accoutrements which fit diee for thy 
vocation, as a follower of the Lamb through many 
encounters with thy enemies, which armour will give 
Aee the vidory, and bring thee through many tribu- 
lations, which is the way to the kingdom of heaven. 

'Now leaving the eaftem parts of Niw Englandj 
and thefe fine tender people on Nantuckit ifland, with 
fervent fupplications and prayers to the Lord of heaven 
and earth, that he will profper his blefied work of 
converfion which he hath begun amongft them, and 
in all fuch upon the face of the whole earth ; in the 
next place I came to Lywt^ to Samuel Callings^ where 
I had not been long before I met with, an unufual 
exercife, which I had expeded for fome time would 
fall upon me, vi%.* 

Having heard of George Keith's intention of being 
at Lynn monthly-meeting the next day, (this Lynn^ 
as near as I remember, lies between Salem in the eaft 
part and Bofton) the evening coming on, as I was 
writing to fome friends in Old England^ one came in 
hafte to defir^ me to come down, for George Keith 
was come to the door, and a great number of people 
and a prieft with him, and was railing againft friends 
exceedingly. I faid, Inafmuch as I underjtood this 
Lynn meeting isy although large^ mojtly a neivly con^ 
vinced peopky I advife you tobejwifi to hear^ but flow 
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to fpeaky for George Keith hath a life in argument ; 
and let us^ as a people^ feek unto and cry mightily to the 
Lord^ to look down upon usy and help us for his name*s 
Jake^ for our prefervation^ that none may be hurt. 

The country was much alarmed ; for, as friends 
iaid, George Keith had given notice two weeks before- 
hand, that he intended to be at this monthly-meetingr 
and the people were in great expe£latton to hear the 
fakers run down, for George Keith had boafted much 
of what he would prove againft friends* Soon after 
Ibme pauie, retirement, and fervent feeking to the 
Lord for direction and counfel in this important affair, 
I went to the rails, and leaned my arms on them near 
George Keith's horfe's head, as he fat on his back, and 
many people were with him j but the {tw friends who 
were come, flood with me in the yard. My fervent 
prayers were to the Lord, that if he gave me any 
thing to fpeak to George', it might go forth in that 
power and wifdom which was able to wound that 
wicked fpirit in which he appeared, and boafted over 
friends after the following manner, crying, Js here a 
man that is afcholar? Is here a man that underftands 
the languages amongft you ? if fo^ I will dijpute v:ith 
him. I told him, b was probable that the Englifh 
tongue was moft generally underftood and ufed amongft 
that people^ and therefore I thought it was the heft to 
keep to it. He went on, and faid, That he was come 
in the ^^en^s name to gather the Quakers frcm 
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Quakerirm, U the Mather Churchy the good old Church 
of England, and thai hi intended to exhibit in our meet^ 
ing on the morrow thefe charges following againft ^s^ 
whichy he iald, be cotdd prove we were guiby tf out of 
§ur friends hooksj viz. Errors, herefies, damnable 
dodrines, and Uafphemies : Look^ (aid he^ to anjwer 
for yourfihesy for if you do notj the au£tory will con^ 
xbtAy that what I exhihit againft you is true. 

I was roufed up in my fpirit in a holy zeal againft 
his wicked infults and great threatenings, and ikid to 
him, That it was the fruit of malice and envyy and that 
he wai to us but as an heathen man and a publican ; 
(but more of this anon.) Then he began to caft 
what flurs and odiums he could upon friends, with 
fuch bitter invedives as his malice could invent. I 
ftood with an attentive ear, and a watchful mind ; for 
as I ftood leaning upon the rails, with no fmall con» 
cem upon my mind, I felt the Lord'i power artfe, and 
by it my ftrength was renewed in &e inner man, and 
£»ith, wifdom, and courage with it, fo that the fear of 
man, with all his parts aiid learning was taken from 
me; and in this ftate George Keith appeared to me but 
as a little chile^y or as nothing : renowned be the. moft 
excellent name of the Lord, now and for ever. But 
this great champion (Goliah like, at leaft in his mind) 
J fuppofed feared not any there ; he overlooked us all,, 
and in the pride of his heart difdained us ; but the 
Lord of heaven and earth looked down upon us in a 

very 
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very acceptable time, aaid helped us for his name's 
fake, and covered our heads in the day of battle: 
glorified be his great name for ever. 

I have fometimes thought to omit (bme part of this 
account concerning George Keithj but retnember it 
opened dearly in my mind then, and I £ud to him, 
Thai the hand of the Lord was again/i him^ and that 
he would pour forth contempt upon him^ for bis difobe'- 
dlence andvAckidnffi* 

But to return to his refle&ioos : he faid, 7he 
Quakers pretend to be ')againft till ceremonies^ but he 
could prove that they ufed many ceremonies^ as taking one 
another by the hand, and men (aluting one another, 
and women doing ib to one another, and^ he faid, 
that women did ialute naif n ; yea^^ they bad done it to 
him 'y as it was generally underilood by thofe who 
beard him, which I thought not worthy my notice, 
(bat more of this anon.) He went on, and faid, tbt 
Quakers pr tended to be again/i all perfecution^ but they 
were not clear^ for the Quakers in Pennfylvania and 
the Jerfcys had perfecuted him^ and would have hanged 
himj but that there was fome alteration in the govern^ 
ment* 

Then came out one of my arrows, which cut and 
wounded him deep : I iaid, George, that is not true* 
Upoa that the pricft drew near, and appeared very 

brifk 
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briflc, and faid, / had as good as charged Mr. Keidi 
(as he called him) with a lie. I replied. Give me 
timey and I will prove that which George faid^ was 
not true, and then thou and he may take your advantage 
to refcue htm from that epithet of a lier^ if you can. 
The prieft faid, / knew not .M*. Keith : I replied. If 
he knew him as well as I did^ he would he afhamed to 
be there as an abettor of him. The prieft got away, 
and troubled me no more in all the engagements that 
George and I had afterwards (aldiough the faid prieft 
was with him.) Then I demanded of George^ What 
way our friends proceeded again ft him^ and what mea^ 
fures they tooky as he would infinuatcy to bring him, to 
the gallows : but I perceived fear began to furprize 
the hypocrite^ and he thinking by my boldnefs I was 
an inhabitant in thofe parts, and knew his abufe to 
friends in thefe provinces, and their peaceable beha- 
viour towards him, was willing to let the matter drop, 
and demanded my name, which was told him. I then 
aflced, Hoiv he could have a face to urge fuch a notorious 
untruth in the view of that people who were much 
ftr angers tOy and ignorant of the troubles and differ encts^ 
chiefly created by himy among friends in thefe parts. 

This meeting (as before mentioned) being gene- 
rally newly convinced of the truth, therefore I urged 
to have him come to the particulars of friends pro- 
ceedings againft him, that even for very fhame, among 
thofe ftrangers he would fet forth as far as he could .in 
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truth, die fteps friends had taken in perfecuttng hioif 
as he pretended ; but he would not meddle in the lead: 
with it. Then I fhewed him, and the people, the 
falfity of his charge, and the wickednefs of his fpirit, 
and the peaceablenefs of friends behaviour towards 
hiiii, and what great affronts and provocations they 
had put up with at his hand, as I had ft from thofer 
who were eye and ear witnefles of it : for, as I fhewed 
George Ketth^ I had fearched into the bottom of thefe 
matters, and heard that when he ftood before 
governors and aflembty-men in their courts of judica^ 
ture, when they were met about the afFafrs of the 
three provinces^ he has tore open his buttons, and 
toJd them, His hack tickled for a whippings and could 
they not cut him into collopSy and fry and eat them with 
fait\ znd thzt he fcorned they Jhould wipe his fljoes : all 
Which, with much more, I told him / could prove 
againft him. And when he faw he could not provoke 
friends to give him fome condign punifhment, which 
I thought^ as I faid to him, none hut friends would have 
fparedy efpecially, when his back tickled fo much for a 
whipping ; but they, like men of peace and religion, 
overlooked it all, and he, like a man full of malice, 
rather than want fomething to flur and blacken friends 
with, wrete a letter, I know not where, but dated it 
from Bridlington prifon, in fVeJl Jerfey. It mufl have 
been dated on the outfide of the prifon, the doors 
being locked, fo that he could not get into it \ yet 
this wen: current for off, that George Keith was in 
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prififi'p confcquendy hj friendf procoremoil:^ Aef 
being chief at the helm of government in tkofir threer 
provinces. 

I alked, ffTfat ke had t9 Jay to all tbis^ for iiwai 
all provable: he did not objed one word againfl: 
what I had faid, but vaiply hc^iiiig for better fuccefe 
relating to his undertaking in Old E»glandy finding 
me (as be might fuppofe) fo weU ver&d in the Aauruan. 
affairs, hoped, no doubt, that I had, been more igno- 
rant of the affairs in Britain : but, poor man, be iped 
as ill there alfo ^ for he boaftingly iaid, Since it f leafed 
God to open his eyes tojee into the worfl of the Quakers 
errors \ although^ he (aid, charity did oblige him to con^ 
Jirue every thing at the bejl whilft in felkwjhip with 
them^ but fince they were fi opened, as he faid, he had 
been inflrumental to bring from Quakerifin, to the good 
old Mother Churchy in Old England, five hundred peo- 
ple* I refJied, That is not true : if he rightly coniL- 
dered what he had done in 014 England^ he had little 
caufe to boaft ; for^ I iaid, / thought about as many 
perfons as hefpoke of hundreds, would mabe up the num^ 
her there ^ and if there was occafsan I could name all or 
mofi of them : and withal told him, that fame of thofe 
feWywhilfl amongft us^were grown to be neither honour-^ 
able nor comfortable to us. I urged George, if he could, 
to name or nuke appear more in. number than I bad 
mcntioaed, that he bad fi> gatbisFed, as he had falAy 

- faid, 
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&td» This was a very great ftrakenpoii htm, ani 
put him to a fland* 

He then began to a& of my cotmtiy, and from 
whence I came : with the account of which I hu- 
moured him ; yet withal put him in mind of his great 
brag) and impottuned htm to make fomethii^ appear 
towards that great matter he had done in OH England, 
even fer very (bame ; for I Was aftuMned for him, that 
a man oi hit learningi part9> and preteniions, fhoald 
(o expofe himfelf i but he went no forther about it. 
Then I (hewed to the people what fort of a man he 
waS) (as they themfelves could not buC fee, who were 
impartial) and that he was not worthy of our notice, 
for be cared not what he faJd, fo that he could but 
calumniate and abufe Qs. 

By this time he appeared fomewhat glutted wtdi the 

fliarp fword and k6en arrow the Lord gave me, which 

cut and wounded deep, fo that from this time I did 

xiot find in our after encounters, he appeared at any 

tiiSEie fo bold and defperately hardy, but rather expreifed 

' himfelf, although very wickedly, yet in a fofter tone. 

He wa3 now for being gone, threatening us with what 

' he would do on the morrow ; but I reminded him, 

^ that be was to us as <7« heathen man or a puhlican^ 

and that what he exhibited againft us, being but the 

fruits <?f wrath and envy, as fuch we flighted and trod 

it under our feet as dirt, and rather deiired his abfence 

than 
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than his company: fo away he went, only telling us, 
he would be with us in the morning. We underftood 
by it, that he intended to be with us at the friend's 
houie, the meeting-houfe being about a quarter of a 
mile from our lodgings^ 

The evening coming on, the neighbouring Pnjby- 
tertan women fell hard upon our women friends about 
tbiir falutlng miftj which George Keith had charged 
upon them, as was generally underftood in the plurat, 
and this appeared as a confrmatiorij as they alledged, 
becaufe when charged^ I made no reply to ttj as J had 
done to all or mojl, other charges^ and had overthrown 
Mr* Keith, as they faid, fo that he was not able t9 

Jland before me^ They ought to have iaid, brfire the 
Lord in the firft place. But how the women might 
clear themfelves of that refledion was the prefent' 
bufinefs : I faid, / thought it would be the beft^ at a 

fiiitahle time in the mornings when George Kcfith was 
eomoj that by hand/bmefy bringing the matter over him^ 
they might learn what women they were who feduted him,' 
andfo clear themfelves from the refleSlion caji upon them ; 

for^ I faid, perhaps he will limit it to fome of his neat 
kindred (as wife, mother, ftfter, daughter) which may 

Jerve for a falvo in, this prefent cafe\ for I did not 
know of any fuch general pradice in any 'J)Iace where 
I had been, and I had vifited mbft of the meetings in 
England^ Scotland, and Wales. So in the morning, 
when George^ with two priefts, and many people were 

come% 
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come, with fome friends, who filled the houle, z 
woman friend ftood up, and brought the matter diC« 
erectly over George Keith. -But when (he put the 
queftion in the plural, (women) he ihifted the terra, 
and faid, He did not fay womtn. I defired the friend 
to call to her neighbours who heard what George 
Keith had (aid the laft evening, and were now prefent, 
how they underftood the uord. One, like a wife and 
juft man, (aid. He would do jttftice to every man ; and 
be underftood that Gcotge/aid women ; and many faid 
to ihe fame purpofe, hut none to the contrary. The 
friends afked me, How I underftood the word: as being 
a north countryman^ I might know better the North or 
Scotch diakSf than tbey\ I replied. They had a broad 
way ofexpreffing the wordwoman^ rather founding it like 
the pluraly but I underftood it women^ as the abdve* 
' mentioned difcreet man hajd faid. 

The next queftion (he put to him wat. What 
woman ? He anfwered, A good old motherly woman thai 
' was gone to heaven many years ago* Then (he afked, 
fflfat countrywoman? He replied, J Scotch womanV 
The friend faid. It was very well that he had cleared all 
the world of that faulty (if it might be fo termed) but 
Scotland, and the woman dead many years ago* The 
women friends were greatly fatisfied, and glad they 
were fo finely difcharged of that which fome counted 
a foul refle£lion, arid efpecially before their zealous 
neighbours the Prefbyterians^ who (as the friends faid) 

probably 
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probd»ly might have 'twitted them wttk It, ^wh^er 
the matter was true or h\ky if ft had not been cle»ed 
up; tml, as I (aid to George, it was a nJUUhnfor 
refle£Hon*sJakt: for I was williiig to fet every thing 
that was wrong (as far as I was capable) in its proper 
Ught, that £riends and others, of all perfuafions and 
qiM^ties who were peefent^ might fee things as thef 
reaUy were, aodnotbedectiTed \ and I had much fatis- 
bSdoa in fo doing. And inafinudi as I was engaged 
in the defence of the truth, it appeared the moft clear to 
me . to load* him widi his own lies, mtftakes, and 
wickednei% imd to do what vf^ did, as much as ixL us 
ky, in the Lord's mighty power ; for he appeared to 
me^ like to the angels who kept not their firft ftate« 

Matters being thus iar gone throagh, and the 
meeting -time drawing on, I was in feme concern o£ 
mind, left any fhould be hurt by either hearing pr 
anfwering Getrge Keith^ he having a great propenflty 
to jangling \ it therefore opened in my mind to aik 
him a queftion, withal reminding him, that be tua* 
but to us as an heathen man $r a piMuan^ yet he mighty 
if he pleafed, anfwer me the queftion, which was^ 
IVbether he mas always found in the fundamental doc-' 
trims of Chriftiantty, yea^ or nay. Upon which he 
iat a confidcrable time in filence, of which I was truly 
glad, my fpirit being much bowed under ihe appre-» 
henfioa I bad of the weighty exercife that was likely 
to attend the approaching meeting. But before we . 

parted^ 
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^rted, Ge9rg€ ftood up, 9nd taking bis flalF In his 
hand by die middle, fftid, While hi ivas a Quaker, he 
thought (ts Paul thwghi^ that he had the Spirit of Ge<§, 
^asdwhen he had the Sfirft tfCody then he wrote found 
tilings, hnt wken he had k mty then he wrote unfound 
« riiings« I afked, whe^er thefe unfound things he 
9urote weiee in fiindamentats, yem w nay : if net fn 
fuadainentals, then my queftien remained firm and 
untouched* Ii<^ would <have gone fpom the matter, but 
I reminded him of it again, as I fuppoied be fore&w 
that he could n«t anf\)iFer it, but by bringing a fl«>ke 
tipon btmjbif, ^if he had owned his being unfetmdy 
T had it under his own hand, in a book written after 
he left friends, thai be was always found, {^r.- And 
if he had fiud, he was ah^ays found in the fundamtniah^ 
as before, then I intended to have aflced, why he left 
vs : for iie advocated the fame orthodox principles 
which we believed and taught ; but we ended quietly, 
and prepared to go to the great meeting, for by this 
time many friends and people were come, and coining 
firom every quarter, to fee and hear how matters would 
go between the poor ^akersy and this great c-hampion 
in his heart George Keith^ for I thought he moft re- 
femblcd the great Galiah of Gath^ who defied the 
armies of the living God, of any I had ever yet feen 
in all my travek, in a peltgious refpe£t. 

Now to the meeting we went; George Keith^ with 
two priefts and a great many people gathered together 

of 
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of feveral profeffions and qualities into one body> and 
friends and fome friendly people into another bocly ; 
and as we came near to the roeeting-houfe, I flood 
fiill, and took a view of the people, and it appeared 
to me as if two armies were going to engage in 
battle. There appeared with George Keith men of 
confiderable eftates, parts, and learning, and we ap- 
peared like poor fhrubs ; and, under a (en(e of our 
prefent ftate, I had like to have been difmayed, and 
my ^ith had even like to have fiiiled me ; but I cried 
mightily to the God and Fountain of all our tender 
mercies, that he would look down upon us, and help 
us in this time of great exercife, which was not hid 
from him; but his penetrating eye faw, and his 
watchful Providence attended us, blefled be his name 
for ever, I continued my fervent prayers and inter* 
ceifions to the Lord of Hofts, that he would arife for 
his great name's fake, and work for us that day, that 
the enemies of truth might not triumph or vaunt oyer 
us, and that none of thefe tender plants, which he 
bad brought to the (aving^ knowledge of the truth, 
might be hurt, y 

I had no fooner thus heartily fought to the Lord, 
but I felt renewed ftrength come upon me, and the 
fear of man was taken away from me, and I faw 
evidently that truth would have the viftory that day, 
and my faith and confidence was greatly flrengthened 
in the Lord, Thefe breathings forth of my fpirit to 

the 
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the Lord were m fecret, without words to be heard by 
men, but the Lord hears and knows the diftrefs and . 
language of the fpirit. 

Being thus encouraged in myfeli^ it arofe in my 
heart to fpeak to friends before we went into the 
meeting- houfe, and I advifed them to he fwifi to hear^ 
andjlow to fpeaky and that what wasjpoken might hi ia 
the Lord* s power^ for that wounds George the mojl^ and 
fiays that wicked and ranting fpirit in him, more than all 
the wijdom of w^ds without it ; and let us maintain 
0ur te/limony of denial ogoinft him^ and endeavour to get 
together into one hody^ that we maybe a help andjlrengtb 
one to another ; and let every one who knows the Lordj 
cry mightily unto him^ that his living power and prefence 
may be amongji uSj and I believed the Lord would not 
fuffer any to be hurt. So the meeting gathered, and 
immediately after, George ftood up to tell us, (as be- 
fore) That he was come in the ^een^s name^ to gather 
Quakers J9-d;nQualcerifm, to the good old mother churchy 
the church of England, (as he called it) and that he 
could prove out tf our own books j that we held errors, 
herefies, damnable dodrines, and blafphemies ; with 
a threat to look to ourfelves to anfwer^ or elfe the auditory 
would conclude^ that what he exhibited againfl us was 
true. I expeSed fome of the elder friends would fay 
fomething to him, but none did ; and I having a deep- 
concern upon my mind, left truth, or the friends of 
truth, fhould fuifer through our mifmanagement, and 

fuch 
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iuch. IS waited for occafion, night hare aa occa-* 
fioa acbntniftered by us againft ourfelves; I £17, 
under this concern of mind, I ftood up, and fig-* 
nified to the people what manner of man George 
Kekb was ; uotfvkkfiuTtding he bad walked many 
y$ars am%ng^ ns^ yet Mvards the latter end ef his J§ 
waiking with usj he grew vety trauUefrme^ by najim af 
a C99Uentious fpirit which didp^ffifs him ; andtft$r mueb 
taiuir and exercijing of p^ience^ and exteneUng of lovt 
towards hirn^ in order to recover and reclaim him^ aM 
that lahonr of kve and much forbearance would nd avail, 
hut he fiill perfjied in the work of contention and dif- 
turhanci : then he was publickly difownedf and tefii^ed 
againft by ut^m a perfon with whom we had no w^ity or 
feliomjbip* And being thus cafi euty he hccame 1^ m. 
(agreeable to thefoyings of f^us Chrift) a« an heathen 
mail xur a publican \*and being thus disjoint edj to eippofo 
us^ what lay in his power, to all forts of peopk^ hjf ^hofe 
printing againft us ; wherein he InnJth much abufed us^ 
in leaving out many times the explanatory parts ^ fen-' 
fences, and coining words ta make the meaning appear 
different from what was defgned, and indeed, for what 
was mofl fair and genuine: therefore, f(»ne of our friends 
found themfihes concerned to follow him in print, for the 
clearing us from what he, through envy, would have 
vfillingly fajienod Mpon us, and to return his felf^contra^ 
4i^ionSj mi/interpretations^ and mifapplications ^ our 
witings upon hipifolf, and to clear our o^;m inn^ejuy^ 
and manifefi the perverfenefs and wickcdnefs ofhisf^irit : 

^ . neither 
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neither do tl^e^ as a people^ hold ourfehes to he under any 

obligation to follow him into foreign farts of the worldy 

to anfwer his arraignments and charges^ not Being con^ 

Jcious to ourfehes that we hold any thing contrary to 

found and orthodox doSirine \ and alfo knowing that what 

be exhibits againft us^ is the fruit of envy and malice^ as 

fuch we rejeSi itj and trample it under our feet ; and 

were it not for your fakes^ who are fir angers to theft 

things^ we Jhould take no further notice of George 

Keith, than to flight and reject him as a man that cares 

not what he fay s^ nor is he worthy of our notice. 

Then pauilng a little, George being quiet^ a friend 
flood .up with a fhort, but living tellimony, and then 
my companion; all this in much weight, and with 
good detlionftration. After them it pleafed the'Lord 
to open my mouth, I tnink in as much ftrength, 
clearnefs, and demonfiration as ever, beginning with 
the following words : In that way you call herejy do we 
worjhip the God of our father s-^ believing all things that 
are written concerning Jefus Chrifi^ both as to his God^ 
head and manhood i giving a fummary account of his 
birth, working of miracles, fome of his do<5lrine, 
fufFerlngs and death, afcendon and glorification, the 
coming of the Spirit of Truth, or Comforter, to lead 
all thofe who receive, believe, and obey it, into all 
truth : having great openings concerning the law and 
prophets, and the beginning, fervice, and end of the 
miniftration of John the Bapti/l. The people appeared 
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trcry much down and attentive, for the Lord's heavenly 
baptizing power was amongft us that day : it was 
thought many were there who had not been at any of 
our meetings of wodhip before, and the prefence of 
the priefts there, opened a door for all the reft. 

I being clear, left them unto the grace of God, 
and unto their free teacher Chrift, whofe heavenly 
power in the appearance of his fpirit, the laft and 
lafting difpenfation, was exalted that day above all the 
ihadowy and typical things that ever had been in the 
world ; a good meeting it was, and friends were mu- 
tually comforted and edified in the eternal prefence of 
the Lord. 

The prieft of this place, whofe name was Sheppardy 
before my mouth was opened in teftiraony, made pre- 
paration to write ; and when I began to fpeak, he had 
fais hat upon his IcAee, and his paper upon its crown, 
and pen and ink in his hands, and made many motions 
to write, but wrote nothing ; as he began fo he ended, 
without writing at alU And as friends entered the 
meeting-houfe in the Lord's power, even that power 
which cut Rahaby and wounded the Dragon^ which 
had been at work, kept down in a good degree the 
wrong fpirit in George^ for he appeared much down ; 
but this bufy prieft called to him feveral times to 
make his reply to what I had fpoke. After fome 
time,, I faid to. the prieft, in behalf of the meeting, 

Jhat 
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That hi ktghi have Uherty to make reply. He propo&d 
to have another day appointed y^r a difpute \ to which 
I faid, If he did make a voluntary challenge^ (which he 
ihould not fay we put him upon) we^ or Jome o!' us^ 
(meaning friends) if a day and place were agreed uporiy 
Jhould- find it our concern to anfwer him as well as we 
could. He faid, he would have Mr. Keith to be tiitb 
him : I told him, If he Jhould^ and meddled in the dif" 
putCj if I was there^ I Jhould rejeSl him for reafons 
before ajftgned. When the prieft had faid this, and 
fomewhat more, an elder of the Prejhyterian congre- 
gation clapped him on the (houlder, and bid Mvcajit 
xlown ; fo he was quiet, and then, flood up George 
Keith J and owned be had been r^frejhed among fl us that 
day^ and bad heard a great many found truths^ with 
jbme errors^, but that it was not the common dolirine 
which the Quakers preached* 

I then ftood up and faid, I had fomething to fay to 
*shviate what George Keith would injinuatei for his 
^rift was to infufe an opinion into them, that the 
'fakers did not commonly preach up faith in the 
manhood of Chrift, as I had done that day \ I appealed 
to the auditory, whether any thought there was a 
neceifity frequently to prefs a matter fo univerfally 
received among Chri/iiansy as faith in the manhood of 
Chri/i was : yet we, as a people, had fo often and 
clearly demonftrated our faith in the manhood of 
Cfarii^ both in our teftimonies and writings, as might 
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latisfy any unbiaflfed perfon, or fuch who were not 
prejudiced againft us ; and we know not of any peo- 
ple who believe more fcripturally in the manhood of 
Chrift than we do i but inafmuch as the grace, light) 
and Holy Spirit, is highly concerned in the work of 
man's falvatlon, as well as what Chrift did for u$ 
without US) and th^s being yet much a myftery to 
many called Chri/tiansj it pleafes God to open, in tbe 
courfe of o^r miniftry, into the meaning and myftery 
thereof, and to prefs the latter more than the former. 
To which George made no reply, but began to exhibit 
tiis charges againft us (as mentioned before) and (aid, 
Me could prove them out of our friends books^ naming 
George Fox and Edward Burroughs &c. He had in a 
paper a great many quotations out of friends books, 
and a young man with him Had many books In a bag^ 
out of whichy he faid, he would prove the charges he 
fuas about to exhibit againft us* 

He was now crowded up into the gallery between 
tne and the rail, with a paper in his hand ; and I 
ftanding over him, and being taller, could fee his 
quotations, and his paraphrafes upon them, on which 
I told'him loudly, that all the meeting might hear, 
That he offered violence to that fenfe and underftamUng 
which God had given him^ and he knew in his confcience^ 
we were not that people^ neither were our friends writ'- 
ings either damnable or bhfphemous^ as he through envy 
findiavQurfd to make tb^ world hliove^ and that hf would 
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n»i h^roe peace in fi doings, but trouble from the Lard in 
bis confcience* I Q>oke in the Lord's dreadful powef, 
and George trembled fo much as I feldom ever faw 
any man do : I pitied him in my heart, yet as Mofes 
fsLxi once concerning Ifrael^ I felt the wrath of the 
Lord go forth againft him : George (aid. Do not judgs 
me*, I replied^ The Lord judges^ and all who are truly 
one in/pirit with the Lordy cannot' but judge thee* So 
he gave over, and it appearing a fuitable time to break 
up the meeting, friends parted in great love, tender- 
nefs, and brokennefs of heart ; for the Lord's mighty 
power had been in and over the meeting from the 
l>eginning to the end thereof, glorified and renowned 
be his moft excellent name, now and for ever, for his 
mercies are many to thofe that love and fear him, who 
is the fubiefs of Ml. good'. 

This meeting was not only for worfhip, but alfo 
for buiinefs, as I faid to the people at our parting ; it 
was friends monthly- meeting, in which their poor, 
fktberlefs,~and widows, were taken care of, and fuch 
pther things as concern them as a people. Two 
. friends were defired to flay, to hear what George had 
to fay to them who remained, which faid two friends 
gave an account to us afterwards, that George faid to 
the people after we were gone, That the Quakers had 
Irft none to difpute with him but. an afs and a fool \ when 
1 heard it, I faid. Could you not have replied^ An afs 
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was ence made fufficient to reprove tbe madnefs of ihe 
Prophet. 

George called to fee me the next day, and faid, Tou 
had the advantage ever me yejlerday-, for you perfuaded 
me to be quiet until you had done^ and then you would not 
Jiay to hear me ; neither indeed were we under any 
obligation fo to do : I told him, / hoped that truth- 
would always have the advantage over thofe who oppofed 
it J and fo we parted, but met again upon Rhode 
Jfland\ the governor of which place, who was a 
friendly man, having heard of my intention of coming 
thither, ordered the deputy-governor^ when I came, 
to have me to him, which he did ; and when he law 
me at the door, and after inquiry heard my name, he 
took me by the hand, and led me like a brother, or 
rather more like a tender father, into a room, fetting 
me down by him, and then began to fay, / have heard 
much of yoUy and I defired to fee you hng^ and am ghd 
you are here, I finding him near me in fpirit, was 
very open in my mind to him, and anfwered him with 
much clearnefs and fatisfa£lion. I remember he afked, 
whether I thought the fournefs in the minds of the Pref- 
byterians again/} us^ was not rather abated: I told 
him, / did believe it was ; and if our friends did But 
cbferve to walk wifely^ and live up to what they prof ejfed^ 
they would overcome it all. He faid, That was the way^ 
and there was not another comparable to it ; and^ as he 
faid, and I believe it v/as fo, he had no other view in 
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fending for me^ but to manifejl his refpeSis to w/, and ta 
do me any fervice that lay in his power: I told him, / 
was fenfsble of his lovcy and wijhed I could be capable of 
retaliating that which in gratitude his kindnefs to me 
called for : he faid, he defired no more than when I came 
that wayy I would vtfit him^ if he was living* I told 
him, / intended fo to do^ if ever it was my lot to come 
there again, I then defired he would be at the meet^ 
ing next day, George Keith propofing to be there, in 
all likelihood it would be very large ; which he pro-^ 
xnifed he would, and accordingly came. 

George made little difturbance in the beginning of 
the meeting, but commanded the governor to quiet 
the fakers : sl prieft faid, Afr» Keith, you ought not 

r 

to command the governor, but intreat him ; well then^ 
'He intreated the Governor to quiet the Quakers, that he 
might be heard \ whereupon the governor, like a man 
of juftice and wifdom, ftood up and faid, It was not 
in his power to quiet the Quakers ; inafmuch as the houfe 
is theirs, and they have appointed the meeting, it is but 
reafanable they Jhould have their liberty^ and if th^y be 
w'tUing when they have done, you have your liberty to fay 
what you have to fay to thofe who will flay to hear you-: 
fo the governor being next me, leaned his hand upoa 
me, and went away in a fober manner. George wa* 
quiet, and we had a good meeting, and (b parted. . 
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After moft of the friends were gone^ a friend and;I 
went to the meeting-houfe door, to hear vrhzt George 
hxA : he held his bible in his band, and &id. It was 
promifed that the go/pel JhotJd be preached unto every 
creature under heaven ; but if it was truly tranjlatedj it 
'Would be in every creature, (not in every creature^ as 
horfcy cowy tfr. but in every rational creature of man^ 
kind:) and then their meeting broke up in confufion. 

« 

My next remove was to Long Ifland^ where I met 
with Thomas Story and John Rodman ; John defired 
Thomas and me to be ailiflant to him in preparing a 
writing againft George Keithj when he came to Flujbing 
meeting upon die aforefaid iiland, which writing was 
to this eiFeA, viz* 

" Whereas Colonel Weft^ an inhabitant in thefe 
" parts, who died and made Miles Forjler a truftee, 
^ gave by will a coniiderable fum of money to poor 
^^ friends of London^ which mo;iey was ordered by die 
*^ teftator to be put into the hands of fome faithful 
*^ friends <rf the aforefaid city of London^ to diftribute 
" as above." A true copy of which will we obtained, 
and at the meeting made it fairly appear to George 
Ketth*s face, that he had wronged the poor in receiv- 
ing fifty pounds of the aforefaid money of Miles 
Forjler^ as appeared under Miks^s own hand j which 
George did not deny when he was charged with it in 
&e meeting, as knowingly to have robbed the poor ; it' 
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.lemg made fiiirly appear, that George Keith had no 
right to meddle with the money, neither as a fiiithftd 
friend) ^nor yet as a poor friend of London^ becaufe he 
was then in America \ and what made him more inca- 
pable of claiming any part of it, was his being got 
into the fpirit oi ftrife and enmity againft friends^ and 
therefore, before they could hear his charges, he ought 
to have firft laid down the money, or given fuch 
fecurity as friends approved of; neither of which he 
was capable of doing : fo he was flighted by all or 
mod of the people, as well as by friends, and this 
blocked up his way fo much that we had little or no 
trouble with him in that part of the world : but the 
Lord wrought for his name's fake, and the preferva* 
tion of his tender people, praifes and honour be given 
to his great tiame, now and for ever. Thus ended 
this engagement betwixt a poor fervant of Chrift, and 
7L.^rand apojiatey who appeared to fight againft reafon, 
ienfe and confcience. Think not, my friends, the 
account too long, for it hath feemed to me, for fome 
time, a debt due to my brethren, and a piece of juftice 
due to the memory of George Keith^ for his wicked-* 
hefs, revolting, and bA apoftacy. Few there are who 
can believe how great the power of darknefs and 
wickednefs of that mind and (pirit was, which pof^ 
. feiled and breathed through him ; fo great it was, that 
even the confiderate and fober people £iid. They did 
Hot think that George Keith had been fo wicked a mam 
as they now found he was updn trials Courteous friend 
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and reader, hold faft that which thou haft received^ 
that none may take thy crown, for it is laid up in 
ftore for the righteous only, and fuch who hold out to 
the end, in the faftie pure righteoufnefs which is of 
Chrift wrought and continued in man, by the opera* 
tion and indwelling of his Holy Spirit, as man abideth 
in fubje£tion and obedience to the leadings and dic« 
tates thereof. 

I told George^ that I was much ajhamed of his com- 
plimenting great people ; for I obfenred he fomedmes 
faid thee and thou^ and fometimes you^ and Sir ; fonie^ 
times put his hat offy and fometimes kept it on: \ told 
him. Before I would he fo unhandy^ if I intended to be 
cctcmon\o\i%^ 1 would have gone to fchool a while^ before 
I would Jhame myfelf as he had done. If I have not 
wrote the very words, in all my accounts in the pre- 
ceding pages, I have the fubftance : and for a con*- 
clufion, I had to fay to George Keith^ The hand of the 
Lord was againft hintj and would follow hintj unlefs be 
repented. 

This account carries in it an admonition to us, and 
to friends in future ages, into whofe hands it may 
come, to beware of letting in the fpirit of envy^ pre^ 
judice^ and pride of hearty which I clearly faw was that 
which, with too much leaning to his natitral abilities 
and learnings was his averthrow^ he not keeping to 
the Lord's Holy Spirit, the life and fircngth of his 
* * faithful 



faithful peo|^e, and the key of true knowledge, tte 
good remembrancer, and leader into all truth, which 
the Lord fees meet in his wifdom to open and lead us 
into ; without the help of which anointing and Holy 
Spirit, we are apt to be cold and forgetful in our 
duties towards God, and alfo in our love and i^uties 
one to another ; but as the meafuiv of this fpirlt is 
faithfully kept to, and improved, we grow more and 
more fruitful in every good work and word, to ther 
glory of God, and comfort of our fouls, and, as the 
ialt of the earth, help to feafon thofe who are not- 
feafoned. 

When I was in the yearly-meeting upon ^^^ 
IJland^ there was a query concerning what friends 
might do, in cafe there fhould be a lay or tax laid 
upon the inhabitayts for building fome fortifications, 
and to provide noen and arms for the fecurity of the 
ifland : fuch a thing being then in agitation, he, who 
"was one of the chief friends concerned in church 
affairs, would have me give an account what we did 
in the like cafe in England \ for,, he faid, ^hey in that 
country looked upon tbemfehes but as the daughter, and 
friends here in Old England as their mother, and they 
were willing to a5l conftftent with us as. far as they couldj 
andwouldknpv bow we did there in that mattery whether 
wi could pay to that tax which was for carrying on 0r 
vigorous war againji France. I was unvyilling jtp 
meddle with it, as I faid ; but the meeting waited a 
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coKiTiderable time for myanrwer, (as one told me) and 
^as not willing to go forward without it ; at laft, wfaes 
I could not well do otherwife, I fignified to that large 
meeting) That I had heard the matter debated both in 
fuperior and inferior meetings j and privately^ and the 
moft general refult was this ; Friends did not fee an 
efFedual door opened to avoid the thing, that tax 
being mixed with the other taxes; ahhougb many 
friends are notfo eafy as they could defire: neither have 
we any further fway in the governmenty than only giving 
4)ur voices for fuch as are concerned therein j therefore^ 
as things appear to mcj there is a great dijparity between 
our circumftances and yours here 5 for you have a great 
interefl here^ and a great Jkare in the government^ 
and perhaps may put fuch a thing by in votings con^ 
Jidering the body of friends^ and fuch as are friendly^ 
whom you have an intereft in ; therefore look not for 
help from the mother, wherein Jhe is not capable of 
helping herfelfy and thereby negle£i your own.bufinefsy 
hut mind your own way in the trutbj and look nof 
out. Friends appeared well fatisfied with thefe dif- 
tin£^ions, and it gave me fome eafe, in that I had 
not hurt any. 

During my ftay in one of the yerfeys^ a. great 
weight, more than ufual, feized upon my fpirit, as I 
fat in a meeting, and under a &nfe of the fame my 
cries afcended unto the Lord, the fountain oi all 
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tender mercies, that he would pleafe to fliew me M^iat 
was the caufe of that great power of darknefs which 
did fo opprefs my ipirit ; and it p]eafed the Lord to 
{hew me, that a man there had been guilty of fome 
grofs wickednefs ; and when it appeared clear to me, 
to be required of me to exprefs it publickly, it be- 
came a very great exercife to me, and fome reafon- 
ings I had, before I gave up to make it publick to that 
large meeting of friends and other people : I laboured 
]under it till towards the concluHon of the meeting, 
but finding my peace concerned very nearly in the 
matter, I flood up in the gallery and faid, Under a 
finfe of fome grofs wickednefs committed by fome perfon 
jiot far from me^ hath my jpirit been borne down ; 
which wickednefs wiU in a Jhort time break forth to 
the dijhonour of truthy and grief of friends. A great 
man who fat in the gallery by me, flarted up and 
feated himfelf upon the rail of the gallery, with his 
eyes fixed on me, and I faflened, in the Lord^s dread, 
my eyes on him, and .faid, ff^e have a common maxim 
in old England, 7 ouch a galled h6rfe*s back^ and he 
will kick -y and I am of the opinion, he that kicks is not 
clear* He got down as fafl as he could out of my 
way, for he not only prevented me from the view of 
the meeting by fitting there, but his uncleannefs ftood 
much in the way of my fervice. 

After the meeting was over, feveral worthy friends 
eftjprefied to me the great concern they were under, 
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left he Ihould either by money, or fubtilty, conceal 
the fin and wickednefs, if fuch was committed ; for I 
found there was a great fear and jealoufy in the minds 
of friends, that ibmething was wrong with the man^ 
but I was till then altogether a ftranger to their 
thoughts, and to the ftate of the man ; yet I advi(ed 
that friends fhould have a watchful eye over him and 
his family, for I told friends, my fpirit was eafy in 
what I had delivered^ and I believed the evil would not 
be concealed. So in my return, his houfe-keeper had 
brought forth a child, and charged him with being 
the father of it, which he denied not : friends then 
afked me, what they fhould do in the cafe ; I faid. 
Let the judgment of truth g$ forth againfi all manifejl 
wickednefs^ without refieB of perfonsy that the ever 
bleffed truths and fuch as live in it^ may be kept clear 
and in good efleem before all men as much as may be. 

Something of the like exercife I met with in a 
meeting in Pennfylvania^ repeating feveral times what 
opprefEon my fpirit was under, hecaufe af fome yet 
hidden wickednefs^ which in a Jhort time would be ' 
brought to lighty to the hlemijh of the truth^ and great 
trouble to friends. That very evening, after the meet- 
ing, a woman little thought on by friends to be guilty 
of fuch a crime, went to a worthy friend a1id told 
him, Jhe was the woman that had done that great 
wickednefs I had fo much complained of^ and had borne 
fuch a great had becaufe thereof j and, as the honefl 
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^iend faid, (he wept bitterly, even in the very anguilh 
of her fou\. He came twelve miles the next day to 
Philadelphia to acquaint me with the matter, and afk 
my advice, which I gave to this effeU : If friends 
find upon inquiry^ in the proper feafon^ that the woman 
continues heartily forry^ ar.d truly penitent for whatjhe 
hath done^ for godly forrbw workcth repentance, and 
if from fuch a hearty and penitent fenfe (which is to 
be felt beyond words) jhe gave forth a paper againft 
her wicked doings^ not fo much to ingratiate herfelf into 
favour^ as for the clearing of truth and friends^ and 
for the eafe and peace of het own mindj and took the 
blame and Jhame to herfelf^ then friends may pafs it by ; 
if noty friends muft fet the judgment of truth over 
manifefi wickedrtefs^ as before mentioned. 

I went to viHt a meeting in that part called North 
ff^alesy which had not been long planted in that place, 
where there was a fine tender people, but few under- 
ftanding Englijhy Rowland Ellis was my interpreter; 
a good meeting it was, and truth was over all : 
Some, by the interpreter, exprefTed their great fads • 
fa6tion in our vifit to that meeting, which heretofore 
had not been counted zs. friends, but fince that have 
been taken notice of, and grown into good efteem 
with the body of friend^. 

I found it much my work to be concerned in the 
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places, yet I found there was a wiHingfiefi tn manf 
firieads minds to be helped in that needful aflair, f<0c 
furely it is a good fence, or a help to keep die righ* 
teous in, and hurtful and wicked things and doings 
out, if the fame be rightly handledand extentfed as it 
ought to be, in the love and wifilom of God. 

There was one tfiing I had like to have omitted, 
which happened when I Mras in Rhode- Ifland^ viz. 
ont Rogers c^Line, thither to offer (as he faid) bis gifi 
in the yearfy-meeting amongft friends ; but they ap- 
pearing in a great ftrait about him, although he bad 
writ in behalf of truth's principles, and fuffered' 
imprifonment, and the taking away his wife from 
him, and was not fo much as fuffered to come to 
converfe with his own fon, but under a guard or 
watch which was fet over him, to hear what pafled 
betwixt them, as he tdd me andiome other friends, 
which friends faid was true ; yet under the confidera- 
tion of the matter, and clearnefs of the man's con-» 
verfation, friends remained in a ftrait what to do ; 
and defired that I would take the matter upon me, 
iand reafon the cafe with him, and try if I could per- 
fuade him to be eafy, and not iniift upon anyiuch 
thing, as t§ promife to receive his gift 5 for otherwife^ 
he faid, he would go where it would be received. T 
(hewed him. That it was a thing impraSficable amongfi 
uSj and in itjelf unreafonabk^ that we Jhouldhe by any 
pr^'engagement obliged to n^HVi that whi^h he migki 
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coil a gift, b$foTi V)t beard it ; if hi helievid hi had a 
giitt he mghi Jpeak^ and^ a^ the apoftle /aid, we might, 
judge : for it was not impBJpbk hut he^ who was a 
fcholar^ aud a wife man^ and had a firong memory^ 
might have gathered certain faffagei out of the bible or 
other booisj with what other interpretations he might 
have fiored upy and /peak of, and call a gift, which 
%ue could not receive as a real gift of the miniftryj 
zi/hich fiands in the ipirit^ and in the power, and if it 
he fucb it will make way for itfelf, if noty we cannot 
receive it. So he went away, and troubled friends 
no more that I heard of. 

I was at fVilliam Penn^% country houfe, called 
Penjbury in Penfylvanta, where I ftaid two or three 
days, on one of which I was at a meeting and a mar- 
riage, and much of the other part of the time I (pent 
in feeing, to my fatis&dion, fflliiam Penn and many 
of the Indians (not the leaft of them) in council and 
confultation concerning their former covenants, now 
again revived upon William Penn^s going away for 
England \ all which was done in much calmnefs of 
temper, and in an. amicable way. To pafs by.feveral 
particulars, I may mention the following ; one wa^, 
^hey never firfi broke covenant with any people \ for, 
as one of them (aid, and fmote his hand upon his 
head three times, that they did not make them there in 
their heeds^ but fmiting his hand three times on his 
breaftf £iid, they made them (i. e. their covenants^) 
. .i there 
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there in their hearts. And again, when fFiUiam Perm 
and they had ended the moft weighty parts for which 
they held their council, fFilliam Penn gave them 
match coats and fome other things, with fome brandy 
or rum, or both ; which was advifed by the fpealcer 
for the Indians, to he put into the hands of one of their 
caffacks or kings^ for he knew the heji how to order 
them \ which being done, the faid king ufed no com- 
pliments, neither did the people, nor the reft of their 
kings ; but as the aforefaid king poured out his 
drams, he only made a motion with his finger, or 
fometimes with his eye, to the petfen which he in^ 
tended to give the dram to ; fo they came quietly and 
in a folid manner, and took their drams, and pafied 
away without either nod or bow, any further thao 
neceiHty required them to ftoop, who were on their 
feet, to him who fat on the ground, or floor, as^ their 
choice and manner is ; and withal I obferved (and 
alfo heard the like by others) that they did not, nor 
I fuppofe never do fpeak, two at a time, nor interfere 
in the leaft one with another that way in all their 
councils, as has been obftrved. Their eating and 
drinking was in much flillnefs and quietnefs» 

I much defire that all Chrijiians (whether they 
may be fuch in reality or profefHon only) may 
endeavour to imitate thefe people'' in thofe things 
which are fo commendable, which may be a means 
to prevent iofs of time and expedite bulinefs ; as 
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much as may be, endeavouring to prevent above one 
fpeaking at a time in meetings of conference and of 
bufinefs. 

When much of the matters were gone through, I 
put tFilllam Penn in mind to inquire of the inter- 
preter, if he could find fome terms or words that 
might be intelligible to them, in a religious fenfe, by 
which he might reach the underftandings of the na- 
tives, and irculcate into their minds a fenfe of the 
principles of truth, fuch as Chrtfl^s manifefling himfe^ 
ta the inward fenfes of the fouly by his light ^ gi^^ce^ or 
Holy Spirit, with ' the manner of the operations and 
working thereof in the hearts of the children of nun^ 
und hsvo it did reprove for evll^ and minifter peace and 
cffmfort to the foul in its obedience and well-doing ; or, 
as near as he could, come to the fubftance of this in 
their own language. ' William Penn much prefled 
the matter upon the interpreter to do his beft, in any 
terms that might reach their capacities, and anfwer 
the end intended : but the interpreter would not, 
cither by reafoni as he alledged, of want of terms j 
or his unwillingnefs to meddle in religious matters, 
which I know not ; but I rather think the latter was 
the main reafon which obflru<fted him : therefore we 
found nothing was like to be done according to our 
dcfires in this matter, as the interpreter was but a 
dark man, and, as ff^illiam Penn faid, a wrong man 
for our prefent purpofe, 
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lyiUiam Penn fiud, hi undirftood thiy 9wned afaferit>r 
powir^ and afked the interpreter, what their notion tvaf 
of God in their own way : the interpreter (hewedy 
by making feveral circles on die ground with his ftafi^ 
till he reduced the laft into a fmall circumference, and 
placed, a$ he £iid, by way of reprefentation, the great 
man (as they termed him) in the middle circle, fo that 
he could fee over all the other circles, which included 
all the earth. And we querying what they owned as to 
eternity, or a future Jiate\ the interpreter faid, they he-- 
lieved whtnfuch died as were guilty of theft^ Jwearingy 
lyings whoring^ murder^ l^c. they went into a very cold 
countryjwhere they had neither good fat veni/on^ nor match 
coatSy (which is what they ufe inftead of clothes to cover 
them withal, being of one piece in the form of a 
blanket or bed-covering) but thofe who died char of the 
aforefaid Jinsy go into a fine warm country y where they 
bad good fat veni/on and good match coats : (things much 
valued by thefe natives). I thought, inafmuch as thefe 
: poor creatures had not the knowledge of God by the 
' .fcriptures, as we have who are called Qfri/iiansj that 
what knowledge they had of the Supreme Being muft 
< be by an inward fenfation, or by contemplating upon 
(the works of God in the creation, or probably from 
•fome tradition handed down from the Father to the 
Son, by which it appears, they acknowledged a future 
ftate of rewards and punijhments ; the former of which 
they exprefs by warmthy good cloathingy 3Xid foody and 
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the latter by nakednefsj pining hunger^ and piercing 
cold. 

I have often thought and faid^ when I wa$ amongft 
diem, that generally my fpirit was very eafy, and I 
did not feel that power of darkneis to opprefs me, as 
I had done in many places among the people called 
Chrijiians. 

After William Penn and they had exprefled their 
fatisfaftion, both for themfelves and their people, in 
keeping all their former articles unviolated, and agreed 
that if any particular differences did happen amongft 
any of their people, they fhould not be an occaAon of 
fomenting or creating any war between ff^tiliam Penn*% 
pcLople and the Indians^ but juftice (hould be done in all 
fuch cafes, that all animofities might be prevented on 
all fides for ever ; they went out of the houfe into an 
open place not far from it, to perform their cantico or 
worjhipj which was done thus : firft, they made a fmall 
fire, and the men without the women fat down about 
It in a ring, and whatfoever ohyeA they feverally fixed 
their eyes on, I did hot fee them move' them in all that 
part of dieir worfhip, while they (ang a very meIo-> 
dious hymn, which afFe£i:ed and tendered the hearts of 
many who were fpe^tors : when they had thus done, 
they began (as I fuppofe is their ufual manner) to beat 
upon the ground with little fttcks, or make fome mo-* 
tion with fomething in their hands, and paufe a little^ 
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tin one of the elder fort fets forth hts hymn, fal- 
lowed by the company for a few minutes, and then 
a paufe ; and then the like was done by another, and 
fo by a third, and followed by the company as at the 
iirft ; which feemed exceedingly to zScSt them and 
others. Having done, they rofe up and danced a little 
about the fire, and parted with fome ihoutihg like 
triumph or rejoicing. 

I leave Penjhury^ but intend, before I leave the 
Indians^ to fay fomethtng more concerning that peo- 
ple, which I met with near Caleb Pujys houfe in 
Pennfyhania^ viz. I being walking in the wood, efpied 
feveral wigwams or houfes of the Indians^ and drew 
towards them, but could not converfe with them; 
but looking over them in the love of God, I found it 
to be my way, as I apprehended, to look for an inter- 
preter, and go to them again, which I did ; and when 
I came (o them, and Agnified that I was come borti a 
far country, with a meilage from the great man 
above (as they called God) and my meilage was to 
endeavour to perfuade them, that they floonU not ht 
drunkards.^ norjiealy nor kill ane anoiherj mrjight^ nor 
commit adult ery^ nor put away their wives^ ejpecially for 
fmall faultSy which (as I underftood) is ufual with 
them to do \ for if they did thofe thingSy the great and 
good man above would be. angry with them^ and would 
not prober them^ but bring trouble on them j but if they 
were careful to refrain thefe m&> (before mentioned) 

then 
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tien would God bve them^ andprofper themy and Jpeak 
peace to them ; or very near thefe words. And when 
the interpreter exprefTed liiefe things to them in their 
own language they wept, and tears ran down their 
«iaked bodies, and the^ fmote their hands upon their 
breafts, and I perceived faid fomething to the inter- 
preter : I afked what they faid: he told me they (aid, 
all that I had delivered to them was good^ and except the 
great man hadfent me^ I could not have told them thofe * 
things^ I deHred the interpreter to afk them, how they 
knew what Lhadfaid to them was good: they replied, 
and fmote their hands on their breafts. The good man 
here (meaning in their hearts) told them what I had 
faid wa^ all good. They manifefted much love to me 
in their way, and I believe the love of God is to thern^ 
and all people in the day of their vifitation. 

Having left them, I came to a friend's houfe in the 
lower part oi Pennfylvftnia^ who was in the oiHce of a 
juftice of peace, and had been convinced not long 
before by Thomas Story: when I came into the 
houfe the man's wife was very uneafy, and called 
fne a deceiver^ and wrung her hands and faid, IVoe is 
me ! I am undone^ my hufband is deceived -y and wfiat 
more deceivers come I O how flie lamented ! I was 
fomewhat ftruck with the paffion the poor woman was 
in ; however, I faid little^ but fat down, and after 

feme time it rofe in my mind to afk her, in what her 
hufband was deceived: was he, ftnce he came amongft 
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usj any worje hujband to her \ if hi was^ it was 41 bad 
ftgn i ovy was hi a worfi father to his children ; or anf 
worfe neighbour ; or in any particular thing which Jhi 
could nanuy changed from bettor to worfe^ Jhue be wot 
convinced of the truth \ if not^Jhe had no great ree^n 
to complain : if he had turned drunkard) whoremonger^ 
railer, fighter, or become a vicious man, Jhe would have 
had reafon to complain ; but £he honeftly owned, ^^^ had 
nothing to charge him with. He fat by me and heard all 
our difcourfcy but £iid nothing. I told her, Jhe bad 
made a lamentable outcry about her hufiand^s being de- 
ceived, but had not convinced 'me of any caufe that fie 
had received from her hujband for her fore complaint. 

Being weary, having rid a great way that day, I 
with my companion Richard Orm took leave of her . 
hufband, and went to our reft, and faw him no more 
till the next day in the evening, and when he came, I 
afked him, for what reafon he left us fo long^ as be 
knew how uneafy his wife was about usj and that we had 
a great want of him ; He faid, he had been giving 
notice of the meeting twenty miles one way^ and two men 
had given notice as far^ each man his way \ that was 
fix fcore miles in and out. 

Our landlady, againft we rofe in the morning, had 
got another woman, a juftice's wife, to hdp her to 
difpute with us, and overthrow us, as (he hoped, but 
in vain, for truth proved too hard for them 5 although 
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the other woman charged high in the mornings and 
fold, we were no ChriftianSt I faid, it was eajier U 
charge than to prdve ; how do you prove it ? Becattfcj 
laid xhty^you deny the precious ordinance ofjefus Chrijf. 
I afked, if they could prove it to he fuch : they faid, they 
did not queftion hut they could, I faid, they Jhould do it 
from plain texts of fcripturcy verbatim as it Hes^ 
fvithout any inferences^ confequenc€S^ or comments upon 
the places they injifled upon ; and they agreed to it. 
But^ in cafe^ I told them, they jhould fail and not prove 
(as they thought they could) that ordinance to he fo 
appointed hy Chrifl^ I hoped then they would allow us to 
he Chrifl^ians, notwithjlanding what they had' charged to 
the contrary ; and they laid they would, 

I then repeated all the preliminaries, and afked theok 
if they would agree to each particular : they faid they 
would, I defired Richard Orm to mind them^ and 
imprint them as much as might he in his memory^ for it 
was like enough we Jhould have occajion to call them in 
queftion before we had done ; which came to pafs not 
long after we began: they urged the 28th oi Matthew 
in defence of water-baptifm, where Chrift faid to fiis 
diiciples, " Go ye therefore and teach all nations^ bap- 
<* tizing them in the name of the Father^ and of the 
<« Son^ and of the Holy Ghojl ; teaching them to obfervi 
*< all things whatfoever I have commanded you : and h 
f ' / am with you alway^ even unto the end of the world,^' 
Water not being mentioned, the difputants were at a 
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fbod, and (aid, // mi^ be in^^iti: \ fliftwed 
thai by thdr agretment U the preUmmariesy there wftrtf 
U be m inference^ hut plmn feripiure^ I told them, H 
was an unreafinable thing te tmJertake /» umrlvriftian a 
great boify of reltgious people by a few inferences^ wbUb 
might be true^ or not tfue. Now wh^n we had tugged 
at it, and fearcbed the New Teftament a great while, 
they could not find what they defired, aUhough tbey 
urged what Peter faid in a certain cafe, '^ Who cm 
<^ forbid water^ that thefe Jkould not be haptixed^ who 
<« have received the Holy Ghoft as well as %ve ? " I 
ihewed them, that there was ^ great dijparity between 
n fervant'x queftion^ and a mafter'x command. When 
they were even weary with fearching, and cauU not 
find a pofitive ordination by Chiift for water-baptifb, 
tbey gave it over, and I a(ked them^ if they bad not 
faUen fljort of the proof of what they hadfo boldly charged 
upon us in the morntHg* My landlady* coafefled^ they 
bad fallen Jhort of their expeSlation ; but the other was 
in the mindy as ihe iaid^ that it might be proved: I toU 
ber, Jhe would not prove it from any plain text of 
fcripture. 

My paAionate landlady became more tneek and 
friendly, and r^eived the truth in the love of it : wo 
bad a good meeting the next day, and (he faid, if i 
would ftay that nigbt^ I JhouU be as welcome as her awn 
children \ but ifnotj jhe bl^fid the L»rdfor my compar^ 
and the goodfhe hod already reerivedby me^ and parted 

with 
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with me in much br^kennefi ^f heart; and I heart 
fhe lived and died in good unity with friends* But» 
oh I how glad was her faufband to fee diat great and 
fudden changie wrought in her ! it was the Lord's 
doings ; to hioi be the praife now asd for ever, for ht 
alone is worthy* 

I had many comfE^itabts meetings in my travels 
through thefe provinces, and good iervice. We Were 
at a yearlywmeeting at Treddhav€n m Maryland upon 
the eailern (bore, to which meeting for worihip, came 
TVilliam Penrr^ Lord Baltimore.^ and his lady, with 
their retinue, but it was late when they came, and 
die ftrength and glory of the heavenly power of the 
Lord was going off from the meeting ; fo the lad/ 
was much di&ppointed) as I underftood by Wiiltam 
Ptnn^ fpr ihe tdd hioH fie did n$t want h hear him^- 
and fuch a$ h^y for be wai a fcholar itnd a wife man^ 
and Jhe did not queftion but he could preach ; but Jhe 
Wflnted to hear fome of our mechanicks preachy ar 
hufbandmen, (hoemakers, and fuch li^e rx^lkicks ; fcr 
Jhe tbot^ht they could not preach to anypurpofe* WiUiam 
Penn told htx^fome of thefe Wt:re rather the be/i preachers 
we had amongft us ; or near thefe words. I was a little 
in their company, and I thoyght the lady to be a notable^ 
wife, and withal a courteouily carriaged woman* I . 
was alfo in company with the governor of ViY^inia^ at ' 
our friend Richard John's houle, upon the weft cliffs 
in Maryland^ for we both lodged tliere one night, and 
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I heard that be had been ftudious in a book agatnft: 
friends, called tbi Snake^ and friends greatly defired he 
might have the anfwer, called the Switch^ but knew 
not how to be fo free with him as to offer it to him ; 
I told friends / would endeavour to r^ake way for iu 
Although he had feemed to be a man of few words, 
yet at a fui table interval I faid to him, I had heard that 
be had feen a book called the Snake in the Grafs ; he 
confefied he hai^ I defired be would accept ^ the 
anfwer, and he as Jludious in it as be had been in the 
Snake ; which he promifed be would^ and took the 
book. 

There happened a paffage worthy of note either in 
this or the preceding governor's time in Virginia^ as I 
was credibly informed, which was thus : The governor 
wanted a cooper to mend his wine, cyder, and ale calks, 
a(id fome told him there was a workman near, but he 
was a ^aker ;' he faid, if he was a workman^ he made 
no matter what he profeJ/ed\ fo the ^aker^ fuch as he 
was, was fent for, and came with his hat under his 
•rm^: the governor was fomewhat at a ftand to. fee the 
roan come in after that manner, and aflced if he was 
the cooper he had fent for : he faid, 21es^ WeU^ laid 
the governor, are not you a Quaker ? Tes^ replied the 
man, / am Jo called^ but I have not been faithful* He 
tdien alked, How long have you been called a Quaker i 
The poor man (aid, Jbout twenty years* Alas for yott^ 
poor many (aid the governor, J am forty for you/ ^ 
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: By this we may clearly fee, that fuch who walk moft 
up to what they profefs, are in moft efleem among the 
• more thinking and reHgious people ; and the unfaithful 
and loofe libertine profeflbrs of the truth are flighted, 
and I believe will be more and more cad out as the 
un/av0ury falt^ which is good for nought in religion, 
and is indeed trodden under the feet of men ; for a 
great part of the men in the world have fuch an uh- 
derftanding as to know what we profefs, and alfo what 
we ihould do and be in many things ; let us therefore 
walk wifely before all, and not be an occafion of 
Jiumbling^ nor give offence either to yew or Gentlhj 
nor to the church of Gody that fo we may indeed be 
as a cityfet upon an hti/jtvhich cannot be hid\ nay, that 
tnay not defire to be hid, but rather that the inhabi- 
bits^ts of the earth might fee our good works, and 
have an occafton from thence adminiftered) to glorify 
ike Father which is in heaven. 

* 

I having it on my mind to vifit a meeting up the 
river called Perquimus^ on the weft fide of the great 
rhrerOfoptankj and I being on the eaft fide, Henry 
Hofier and fome more friends fet forward with me in 
a fmall boat, not in good condition, but crazy, with 
only one fmall fail : we fet out, as we thought, in 
good time to reach our defired port, but when we 
were upon the great river (as I remefhber it is ten 
miles over the ihorteft way, but the. manner of our 
croiSng it made it morej the wind veered much 
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againft us, being then within about four points o(oar 
courfe, and it mined bard, and was vtry dark^ fo tha^ 
we could fcarce fee one^anotber^ and the water broke 
(p into the boat, that it was mod of one man's work 
U> heave it out,^ and all our company were difirouraged, 
V^d moil of them very fea^fick : Nenry Hofien^ of 
whom I had the moft hope for help, faid, tb^t be could' 
not fttn the hoot any longer. What by the extreme 
darknefi, the'roughncfs of the waves, boifteroufn^ 
of the wind, and. hard rain, I, unwell as I was, was 
obliged to undertake the ftecring of the bOs|t) and not 
without fome conflicts of mind, not having any cer- 
tainty, from any outward rule, what vfzy we- went*, 
having no fire, and the boat being open, we could not 
have any light to fee our compafs, but my faith was in 
the Lord, that he would bring- us to (bore ; and- 1 
kept the boat aa near the wind as (He wouk) ftil^ and" 
told my poor Tick and helple&compa^^ IMieifed ikat 
nue Jhould not ferijh^ although we might mifs of our port: 
but ther like imminent danger^ I think, I was never 
in before upon any water ; but renown^ over afl be 
the great name of the Lord for ever> we put into the 
mouth, of our defired river Perqmmuty as though we 
had fiseii it ia the d^yj or fteered by a oompa% netAer 
o£ which we had' the benefit of for feveral' hours. 

Here we went aihore and made a great fire un^er 
the river's clifi^ and about midnight the moon rofe^- 
and it cleared vp. and feoz^i and was- very cold.; 9i|i^ 
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^oth{KimoTis fklling afleep, I turned them over, and 
' pulled them from the iire as it increafed, and put them 
Dearer as it failed, but could not keep them awake ; I 
ftvught logs of wood, and carried them to and minded 
the Are, which was work enough for the remaining 
part of the night; but morning being come, we got 
' into our cold icy boat, and ikiied away towards the 
itiie^ing. When we were come among friends, notice 
Was given of a flranger being there, and a heavenly 
* ind fweet meeting it was, fo that we thought we had 
t good reward for all our trouble, blefTed he the name 
of the Lord now and for ever, for he is worthy : 
although he may fee good to try us, femetimes one 
Way and (bmetimes another, how fhould we know 
that we have any fkith, if it be not tried ? Row (hall 
we know that we have any true love to God, if it 
never be proved? The triot cit the true* believer's 
Uridi is more precious dan gold. The excellent 
ikyrngsr of J A came into my mind, ^ Beholdi I g9^ 
^^ fhrwardy but he is not there \ and backward^ but f 
••* cannot- percehe him: On the lefthandj where he dbth 
^ worky hut I cannot behotd him : He hidetH himfelf on 
«* the fight handy that t cannot fee him,'* Job alcxiii. 
^9; And* then in verfe the loth, he, likfe a matiin 
the true' faith, faith; ** The Lord knotveth the %vay that 
" I take 'y and when he has tried mcy I Jhall cbme forth' 
" as p^:"** and the more vehement that the' fire is, 
the more itdcftroys the drofs, and the more pure and 
weighty the gold is, which hath paflfed through the 
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moft fcvere fires. Read thou, and underftand tbU 
that can 11. 

I had a meeting, Mhen in Flrgimay at a friend'^ 
houfc, whofc name was Matthew Jordan^ and (bme- 
thing which I faid in the meetings fomewhat ofFended. 
a young woman, a Prejbytenan^ and not havings as 
(he faid, a Juitahle opportunity while 1 was therey to 
difcourfe with nUj being hufy in her mafter*s affair s^ (for 
(he was the friend's houfekeeper) Jhe defired liberty of 
her mailer to go to the next meetings that there Jhe might 
safe her mind to me about the offence I had given her in 
tbefirft meeting ; (it was fomething about eleSiiony and 
they told me what it was, but not writing it down, it 
went from me) and accordingly (he came to the meet- 
ing, where the Lord's mighty power broke in upon 
us, to the tendering of many hearts, to friends mutual 
fatisfadlion, and it proved a good day to the aforeiaid. 
young woman ; her heart was as if it had melted 
within her, and fhe ihed many tears, and I am fatisiled 
went from the meeting in fear and in great joy ; in 
fear, how to walk as not to ofi^nd Chrift the EU^^ 
which before {he could talk of, but now fhe had met 
with, and he had opened her ftate to her : and joy, 
that fhe had met with the Meffiah, the Ele£f of the 
Father y his choice and beloved Son ; fo that fhe could 
now fay, TVIjere are the wife]? Where is the fcribe f 
Where is the difputer of tins world? All her hriflc 
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telkative qualities were fvrallowed up in the feeling 
of the internal, enlightning prefence of Chrift. 

When (he returned to her mailer's, (before men* 
doned) he afked her if Jke had got fatisfaBlon : 
meaning, had (he had any difcourfe with me^ and was 
fttisfied. She replied, Jhe was fatisfied. Some time 
after I met with her in Philadelphiay plain and truth- 
like, but knew not who (he was at the firft. The 
manner of the working of the truth is to humble the 
creature, and bring it into contrition, tendernefs and 
fear, with true felf-denial. 

I come now to mention fomething that happened 
in my going over yames*s river, towards a ycarfyi. 
meeting in Virginia: Alighting at an inn by the 
river fide, where we refrefhed ourfelves, there was a . 
poor little child cried fo exceedingly, that I was uneafy 
to hear it, and afked the mother what wat the matter ; 
Ihe faid, // had cried moft of the time fine e it was born^ 
and they were almajf off their fe:t with it^ or to that 
cffeft : I told her, / believed I could give the child 
ftftnething which would do good^ and (he readily agreed 
to it, and I gave it a little of fomething then, and 
ordered her to give it twice more in four or five days 
time; but when I returned the child was better,- and 
oh ! how glad the poor woman was to fee me, and* 
(poke more in my commendation dian was to my 
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lalisfiiAiofit and. wm kUid t» bmifkr aftenranli'l^ 
my iake« 

. . Now we eam^ ta feny over* die river, betagi ^ I 
Kmember, five horfes and nine.pfofih; diere ws» 
yoju PUafant^ a„publick friend, and her mah-iervaat| 
who rid before her upon a great borfe, and high in 
flefli, and, about the midft of the river, it bcsiog two 
miles over> he rofe upon his hiqd, feet, and.flung< 
himfelf upon the edge or gpnnel, of the- hioat, half, 
ifito the river ; the fall of the hor^ and theovotiop 
of the other horfes thereupon)^ caufed theb«9t t«^,aiaki^. 
fuch failles that it took in water, and was very likelf 
tp^fink: but before he could have time to rif^ again, 
or to. make' any more fprings, I took, feverar voifng: 
joen by the (houlders, and flung them upon his neck^ 
tp keep him down, and told them,, as Jaft^as. I coul4 
.why I. did fo. Now I had to deal with the ferFyman, 
who was about to flrip for fwiniming^^ and fiud^ We 
Jtauld all be drowned i but for hu part he ^ouldjy^im^ 
afid. was about to leap into the rjver^ for^ he faid> l£f. 
hpat wottU either bnak or fink* I tpld him it waejoeih. 
enough for bim to fwun^ when bejmv. tbe boai^ either 
break orfinky and if be would not row^ then I would* 
With much intreaty he took the oar.agaip^ and jcowe^ 
u^ to the ihorc* Bvt in our. imipinent daiiger 1; 
l^okei) over my,ten4ec friends, (for f(j» fbef apfflarcda 
to me) aadthpugjit in my heart, wh^t a,pity:ittwj^ 
bfjriCjall A^« were drowijedj yet th^ thought o&y 
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OB^n-. dftnwniifg neeer entered nfjr irrind, until I wtft 
got over the river, which was a mercy to me, un& a 
great means to keep out diforder and confuflon, which 
commonly, attend fudden furprifes and frights, or eUe 
they make people dead-hearted and almoft fenfelefi. 

As I had now an oceafion to obftrve, as well as in 
ibme imminent dangers L had feen before, where 1 
happened to be, I find it an excellent thing to be, M 
much as we can, always ready, and by being fire- 
qtiendy thinking upon death, it is not fo fiirprifing 
when it does come: this is a great point of true 
Vifdonar, U^ nnmbir our days fi^ as t$ remember »«f* 
latttr eneh The want of thus contemplating and truly 
linking on wharpre^ration we are in to fook death 
in the ftoe, and* to appear before the great judge of 
•both quick and dead^ was the caufe of the complaint, 
^ Oh that my pe^is-' wen wi/e ! that they underfiowi 
•* thi*^ that they wdttld cwjider their latter endh** The 
great remiflnefs of fuch coniiderations 'among people^ 
befpeaks folly and great infenfibility, and that the 
ieart'is hardened through an habit of finntng; O that 
I might prevail with the children of 'men to awake** 
Arife, you that fleep in fin^ and are at eafe therein, 
that you may come to hear inwardly the call of the 
Son of Gnd, thatyoar fouls may not only li/e here* 
to ferVeQnd', hutalfo mav live eternally in blift witfr 
Bfinli, is the- defire of my foul for the whole bulk of 
ikiankindr for i*ty lifc^ lni«* often appeared not dear to 
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liie; tn comptrSbn of die faring of die folds of die'' 
children of men. 

I have often diought of Mofes^ how far 'he went 
for fiiving of Ifraely and how far Paul went for die 
faving of his kinsfolk after. the flefh ; it was a great 
demonftration^ that thefe great and good men had 
great faith and interefl in. the Lord, and aUb a very 
great love to his people ; and filth whc^ eyes are 
truly opened, cannot but fee it is the love of God, 
and love to the fouls of men, that conitrains us thus 
to take our lives as in our hands, and labour under 
many weary (leps, and many perils by iea and by 
land, and in the wildernefs, cold, and (bmetimes an 
tumults and noifes, fometimes in watchings and fall- 
ings, that we have been fometimei fpe£kcles to 
men ; but the Lord hath given us f«th and patience 
to bear and overcome all, as we have fmgly ftood in- 
his heavenly counfel, and been truly devoted to his 
will in all things. 

> • 

. It may not be amifs to mention a -particular thing 
which happened to me before I \th Long^Ifiand^ viz^ 
knowrng that my landlady, Samuel Bowne*& wife, had 
a very fore breaft, by which. (he had much trouble,, 
and had no iefs than five tents in it, and (he beiug^ 
a fenfible and a ferviceabie woman, fometbing came;, 
with a concern upon my mind to adminifler unto hen 
breaft> with -a' belief // wotM ht^ % •' I reafohed 
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4H«ut^it until I hitd got oii« fopt into the ftirrup for 
mounting my horfey but I grew uneafy for being dU 
ktory in doing that which came into my mind ; fo I 
went in again and iaid, Mary, / am ($me back U ad* 
vift tbe^ what thm Jh^uldfl d9y by which I biliivt them 
wilt be heakdf although I cannot Ji^f t$ fee it Ane* I 
believe^ laid ifae, and intend to folkw thy advice ; but 
a|ked, f^bat wouU beeome of all thofe tents ; I told 
her, ITie poultice would draw them all out and give her 
ea/i i aod accordingly I heard it did, for fbe flept 
twelve houi3 immediately after the time of the appK- 
cation, and when (he awoke the tents were all draw^ 
Qpty and ihe had little further trouble with it ; fo it 
i^ good to mind Qruth and the workings of it in aU 
things. I. nvet wijth the gr^at dodlor (as he was 
^efteemed) who had it under band, and be {sjidy I was. 
^bpJd fellow : I faid, .// proved will^ He anfwered, 
h was well for tnf if did. . 

. ' • • • 

> ; t • . • < . . . < 

Something more which I hav^ before oipitted oc-*^ 
curs to my memory : when 1 was in that part of 
Virginia^ toyv^s North^Caroliruiy to yifit.friends, a 
very great niift arofe, and we went wrohg, until 
the guides were fo £ir loft, that they confeft, theyi 
hieio not eaji from un^,- nor onsfohicb hand we bad 
kft^the ro^, although it ws^ in the. fore \ part of thcs 
^jy. bi|t neither wind or fua to be felt or^ieea. \. (hen 
Irtold^thefn^ / would ^pry what I (fiulddo, if they did 
^ttkno^wh^^ar^,V^fi^t4dgo4o: .they.£|id, wa 
ix \s. Jbould 
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Jlkuktg^ IMM^ fJ^ fiiOlf^ : fhdif t ftfWght> our 
little compoft wbichf ( had m9^ Mbre I \hft MngioffJ^ 
•nd took it in* my hand and'atid' fteered by it, till vrt 
ril came ihto the road ; for that inward' fehfe I had 
dM-perfuade me, that we were to the weft^ward of'tbe 
road', fo leaning a litttoto the eaihirard of the foutB 
pointy we came right as bdbre, and when fo^ the 
guides much rejoiced, and faid, I wot fitter to- hi 
guide in a widernefs country than they* My compafi 
wa$ not fo big as a taykr's thimble^ which had oftei^ 
been of ufe to me, and others- with' me; 



Now the time came on* for- my- leaving^aH vhf 
and dear friends in thofe parc», andU^ embariced^ fo# 
die Iflands* the 6th of die ninth month, 1702^ witft 
my companion^^ifw^i Bafiesj on board of a flbop; Ar-* 
muel Ssthert^ mailer, ft» Barbmd^es^ and- we' put \M9 
Bermudas in our waj : foon after we kuided^ being 
on the aift of the fame month, we were lent for by 
governor Bhmetttb comeltefere-han^ aiHl'bethg near 
bfs door, a*^man came and clapt^me on the-fbotiMerf 
as we were'wsdlcing onottr way, afld'(aid'^rough)]!& to 
tts^ Ton muft* g^ before' the gevermr^ and leenied to 
haAen us : I replied' meekfy, / am vAXng- to go as% 
faft as I tani hut I have been very fia^fvck^ and- cea§ 
g9^ hut' weakly : tcheman ftW ttora his roughneff^, and 
Kd'us^t&ke'time, and dirrled' hmifelf very crrfHy te^ 
nsj and put* us by a man^whowas keeping centry at 
tm^ jgofttMtH door iiith-hii tnUfttt oH^ii^ahir, and^ 

when 



yfiihfisn,w^wp»C0im ima a hi^ roott til* oia» ht^ 
11%. and we ftaying a wfail^ I begaa. to rcaJbs ia 
9kyMft fFhat if tke governor JhrnUt Ar a rigid rmm^ 
an4 he fiviTi t9 us^ and either cemfim ^r fmn^ us f- 
ButI faid in ray ho^xt^ Lord^ thpu thai knminft aH 
fffinff^ kniwifi thai: l have mt wfy^^^ffired tip- mf It^ 
keriyy.ii^Uffedfo^ for thy name and gofpets fake ; and- 
im«liedu^]]r aU fciar and reafoninga about human. 
ffifmtt wa$ takea aviray from me. 

I being net. wcll^ and weary widi wdking ftt>fa. 
difi.iWpt frtdowirtQ reft my felf unbidden, when there 
<ttMie>» friendly weli carrii»ged young- woman, who I 
fiifipD{bdto>^be a fervant^ and fpoke kindly to- ut ; I 
^fired^hef to do as much for u» aa tagtve us fome* 
tUng that was finaH to drink^ for we were verjr 
IkiAj^' and had been npweb out of heakb^ and were 
]^ wdl recovered fince- we came from the fea, 
fatoti^ bad roMgh weatbar ; ihe brought: us wine andi 
waeer^>aiida.tbtng to mix themf in ; fo taking moft: 
el" ft glafs of water, and' a (very little wine poured^ 
iitfo \ii I dcapk and vns ydry wril refreflied. , B^ 
Ibis une the governor called us into an upper room,, 
aod as^I came near to the topi of.lbe ftatrs^ ^ng* 
but* faliitiy,:. for reafbns befose given, die governor 
{^t^festh lus^and and reached to take hold of inine^^ 
a^d like a '.tender father drew me upi and led me' 
doog Awards a.great» window,, and ftood and looked, 
oa me and faid» He beUeved he huw tvha^ l* xv^^- 

and 
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49r^ my hufimfi too. I replied, // might he fo^ and 
adcedy if he W0S the governor of that place ; befatd 
he tvasy and bowed his head. I then fjpoke to hioi in 
the love of God and fittd. Thy countenance hefpeeeks 
ekoderation^ and the apoftlefaid^ Let your moderation 
appear to all me^^ for the Lord is at hand : and it 
was with me to (ay to him, The Lord of heaven and 
earth blejs thee and all thine. He bade us fit down, 
and gave us each a glafs of wine, and enquired fr^m 
whence we came \ I told him. My home was in Old 
England, but' it was hngjince I was there ; my com^ 
faruon^s was in Virginia. He wanting to know the 
affairs in Europe^ I told him. There was a merchant 
belonging to the fame /hip that we didj who was iatefy 
come from Europe, and I thought was a man ^f parts 
and memory^ and well verfed in the affairs af thofe partr 
ef the worlds and when we came into this place he ti^at 
With us. The governor then feiit for htm, and when- 
he came, be anfwered his expedation in refohring.all 
or moft of his queftioas, for the knowledge of die 
news appeared to me to be the young man's talent. 
Having <ione with and difmifTed htm, he laid. He 
muft now have fome difcourfe with us : then rofe up 
all the great mea who were with the governor, to 
make way that I might come near him* I faid. If it ' 
was the governor* s nandj I had rather fit where I wasy 
for J J at well in the air^ and that fuited well with my 
prefent weakngfs. So he bade tiicm aU Tit down, and 
tbey did fQ« . 
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^aWy iaid be, I want U kn9W the r^afms why ^ou^. 

as^a feapify where you live^ do; not fijfi/i the king and- 

country wUh men a^d arms^ for their and your e%vn 

defence, and fafeiy^ ogainfi all that may attempt or en^ 

deavour your hurt : I replied, Ihe mojl convincing. 

re4ffons I have to offer to the governor arCy we bavf 

neither precept nor example from Chrift^ or bis apoftles^ 

to ufe the Jword to hurt one another withaL Noy faid . 

he, what then means that faying of our Saviour^ when 

he hade him that had not a Avord, fell his cloak ox Coat 

and buy one ? I replied, One of his ^feipUs anfwend 

andjaidj Lord^. here are two; Chrifi faid^ It is 

enough* Now how two fwords can he enottgh to an^ 

fiver for a general precepty lieave the governor and dU • 

tbefe men to judge* So after a little paufe he laid| In 

cqfi .Jlfiu wasqfiau^d fyroii^rf that would break your 

hotkey, 4xnd take what, they coiild' git*. from iou ; or upon 

the higbwafy and v^ould take your pur/e or borjiy whai 

would youdo in that eafef I replied, I could not direSify * 

at^er what I Jhould. d^ in fucb a^^fe^ beeaufe through 

the^ Lord's mercy I was nevfr. yet fo ajfaulted ; but it 

apj^rs mqjfl Ifkelyy that I /bould endeavour to keep my,. 

houfe from being broken upy pnd yet withal be, tender 

of men's lives : and as to the other afjaulty inafmuch as 

it js well known I do not provide any ^ outward weapon 

for my defence^ neither ^ordy pi/loly nor any other fucb 

like^.weapony therefore I mufi rely upon the Lord for 

prote^i^n^a^d belpy who i^ able to rdcue me out of the 

h(tnds of all fucb ungodly men j. or ifjpe does noty I r^uj^, 

endeavour 
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I 

ettdtavour to ha'r what the Lord fuffers fitch fo dn ftnfd 
me. The governor fiiid, liw fixy well ; for inafnmeh 
oe yu have not prmiJed any thing for your eUfencr, 
yw have nothing to fly to hut the Lord ; yon fixy very 
tVell ; and faid, he hoped what be had offered had not 
given any offence. I r^plied^ It was fo far from thatj 
Vii were glad he was fo free with us ; yet if ht pleafei 
to- difmifs us J -we Jhould he willing to be goings for night 
came on. He (kid, ^-here were fame of our friends 
would he gittd to fee us-: I rq^Hcd, / under/hod there 
Wire fhme fhrther on the ifland that £d own usy tut 
hotv much they were cf lis F eouU hot telly far I had 
not feen any of thefn. He afked, ff^ether we* had «r 
mindt^go fy water or by land^ far he had a^^ hoat^ and 
mcaufie^ of bander fkoM carry ur whera wk ^uld ; or 
if mn bad* a difire to ridif^ be bad two borfes^ we migbt 
Hdie tbem and ke^ tbem as long atwejhaidupon Wit 
ijksndi i endeavoured to perihade him to Ibt us goi 
iKJ^out Iroubling'himietf any furth^, for P was feir^ 
£tile of his goodwill and love to us, and Having his 
Ctfiintenancej imas moce .iktn we expefbd^ and* as 
nkiich as we d^fired; Hediil qrging to Icnow, €^i9r 
what manner we would chocp to go $ I toM Him, F 
t^ very, fknfib^ of bis generaftty tv ut who wert 
flf*angersj and' if lit would' he eafy and let us fafsy we 
bad wherewithal to defray eur neceffhhry charges either 
hy water cr landy at would' anfwer beft with our con^ * 
Vfniemy. He preflcd upon us tO' accept ef Sis offfkr^ 
fm he faid, be did not da ii,irrcon^4imettt t^ us .% their 
'*- feeing 
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feeing no way but to accept of his generous ofitr, I 
&id) Riding at frefent would be much more acceptalle t9 
mej conjidering how I bad been lately fatigued at feOy 
tf which I was not yet welL He immediately gave 
orders for the horfes to be brought to the door, which 
befng done, and we having notice thereof, I rofe up 
and made an offer to go, and the governor likewife 
rofe up and catne and took me by the hand, and fo 
we vventdown the large ftairs iftto the great room 
where we firft entered* in the Lord's dread and holy 
£(ar. Rezd this thou that canft, and withal learn to 
undetftand, here I had reflgned my life and all to the 
Lord who gave it, and my life at that time, as at 
many other times, was not dear to me for ChrilPs 
filke ; and being thus refigned, I felt the love ot 
Qoif and a meafure of that life was manifeft, \tt 
wMch I h^d" dominion ovet mtn, bonds, and over' 
dtatb, and the powers of darknefs, bleiled be the 
Lord for ever. 



Nov^ coming to takehoH^, I Iboked but at tHe, 
door, and &w two hcrfes, and a man holding thtvxi 
beyond the pavement, and the centry a» before in the 
ftreet, and the horfe next the door, which I fuppofed' 
I> was to ride on^ bad a ikddle on the back of it 
fet about with three rows of ibining filver I'ace, V 
thought about two inches broad on each : the gover*, 
nof holding me by the hand, and looking in my face, 
it is 0ot uniikety but he might think, as I tifibd to fiiy^ : 

/ looked 



c) 
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« 

/ looked very Jheepijbfy at it : he (aid to me, / am apt 
to think you are not ufed to ride upon fuch a faddU as 
this i I told him, If he could let me have one more like 
OTjyir^ (plain) without much trouble^ I Jhould like it 
the better y but if noty J could ride on itj J thmgbt 
without much Jlraitnefi^ in cafe of neccfftiy. He au- 
fwercd, He could ncty for hor/es and faddles too ivere 
fcarce on that iflandy for the one was that which he 
rid on J and the other was for his man \ but he fald^ 
he would tell me how to prevent all this : ify faid he, 
y^u get over the inlet of watery though he quejiioned it^ 
hecaufe the wind blew very ftrong in the mouth or 
inlet of the rivery buty he faid, he fpoke not this t^ 
hinder our taking his horfesy but if we got aver^ he 
ikid, we Jhould come to Richard StafFord'x, an oldjudgt 
of life and deathy and might afk there for the cover 
for his faddUy which ties on with little Jin^s eit eaeh 
corner, and bides all thisy and then it will be like your^ 
felj \ but if the ferryman fays he cannot carry the 
horfes overy what man foever you meet y white or blacky 
if capabUy tell him he muji bring me my horfeSy he 
dares do no other but bring them j and be Jure you take 
no further thought for them : and if we met with any 
thing in his liberty that might trouble usy let him but 
knov) and he would help ity if it lay in bis power i 
andfo with his bleffing on us, we took leave-of ^iim, 
and came to the water-fide, but could not get the 
horfes over, therefore fent them back again, and in- 
tetidcd to have flaid at the ferry-houfe all night,, but the 

boat 
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boat was about going over as we lighted ; and notice 
being got fome way or other to the judge's ear, that 
there were two ftrangers on the other fide of the water^ 
he had fent a boat and a couple oF men for us , who faid 
IVe mtifl go, for the judge faid^ He could not Jleep untH 
nve came \ whatfoever the matter is we know noty (aid 
they : fo we went, after afking. If they at the ferry ^ 
houje had been Mt any cojl or trouble on our account in 
providing fupper, for as yet we had not eaten any 
thing fmce we landed ; the people faid Noy they had 
not done any thing which we Jhould pay for. It grew 
dark and very ftormy, and the fea broke over the 
boat, fo that fome of us were forced to hold our 
coat laps one to touch another on the weather-ftde) 
to keep out the breakers of the waves, that they 
ihight not fill the boat; and we came fafe over to 
tiie judge's hoiife, and no fooner got into the pailage 
but bis friendly wife met us, and aflced us, If we 
wer^ the Jlrangers her hvjband had fent for \ I faid, 
fVe art Jlrangers. She bid us follow her to the judge, 
arid we did fo. When we came to him he' rofe up, 
and took the candle in his h&nd and faid. Are you the 
Jlrangers that 1 have fent for ? I fajd, ff7^o thou 
mayji expeSf I know noty but we are Jlrangers • When 
h« bad looked well in my face, he fet down the candle 
arid fei<^ What a mercy is thisy that the Lord Jhould 
fend men from I know not where, in his love to vijit 
me { and took me in his arms and kifled me ; and 

Ifaid 
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I fiud to himj The L^rd of heaven and larth h^ 
thee \ and wc Ihed many toars and wq)t tc^ther. . 

As I entered the bouie, I felt the love of God, and 
bis glory, I thought, flione in and filled every room 
as I pailed through them, and I (aid, Peace he to this 
place J and I felt it was fo. He inquired of our tra- 
vels, and from whence we came, of which we gave 
him a brief account ; he alfo aflced, ^ I inetv any 
thing of ihefamih/ of StaiFords at Lahorn near Haver* 
fordweft in South Wales : I told him all I knew 
about them, both of the dead and of the living ^ 
with whixrh he was pleafed, and faid. He had not heard 
e^ than ntaty^ y^^h ^^^ ^^^^ family were his near. 
kindred. 

Now as the judge was fomewhat troubled with the 
gouty I found his ufual bed-time drew near, and I. 
made an offer to go away left I Ihould difcommode. 
him, yet he appeared unwillii^ to part with us ; but 
confidering his own ailments and our early rifmg in 
the morning, he at length ccntfented : but before we 
parted, his wife afked leave of him to go with us 
on the morrow to the meeting, to which he readiljr 
afieated, if he was not worfe of his diftemper, and 
then ordered how we ihould ride, and which negro 
Ihould go, not only to help his wife but us alfo, and* 
take our horfcs when there was occaflon, and do any 
liung he could for us % and indeed fo he did, and 

appeared 
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appeared to me to mn on his fs&t vtithout nilck 
txoubk, l^ei^g a lively yom^ maa. 

I omitted before, that die judge afkod, if^ve bed 
/een the gtvernor^ amd if he was kind U us i I toU 
)uIE^^ He taoi vtry friendly to us^ and foid^ Jf tur met 
with any trotdfk in his liberty that he could help us in^ 
oMfy let him knew and be would right us. Tfae judge 
laid, // was vrry well^ and he was glad of it. J pera* 
ceived the judge was rather a moderator of the go** 
vemor, he being an ancient wife man, aad had lived 
long as a judge upon the ifland, and undcr i tood (it it 
likej more fully the ftate of things there than the 
governor could be capable of, he being but a young 
man, although he appeared to be a wife man, and, as 
fViltiam Penn faid, came of an ancient and honour*'- 
able- family in England^ which he knew very well, 
whofe name was Bennett. Afterwards I told fVilliam 
P^nn how it had fared with us on chat Ifland, and 
efpocially die kindneis of the two chief men in power 
there, and William Penn wept, and faid, Hs had nai 
biard any account of this naturey that he had keen fi 
much affeHcik w'tib^ as he remembered tbefe many years. 

Now we left the judge until the morning, and got 
fome fmall refrelhment, it being late, and I had been 
faint for feveral hours iot want of eating, but the 
Lord*s heavenly power bore me up tntt all, fo that 

at times I folt no want of any thing : Oh ! renown-* 

ed 
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ed over all be die name of the mightf Grod^' tuiw 
and for ever. We went to bed, and wken u wa' iiiug 
came, I with my companion were ftirring eailjr, 
having eight' miles to the -meeting, and it being in 
the latter end of the ninth month, we were v^Hii^ 
to be in fuch time, that we might? give feme noticb 
Xo the people. I was walking in our lodging room 
early, and the judge's wife came to the door and 
aiked, If^e might fpe^xk with us ; I faid, Sie might : 
then (he came in and faid, Shi bad a mtffagt fr^m bar 
huflutnd to us I I tjueried, What it was ; ihe feid, He 
defired wi would c^nu and pray for bitn before fvt tuatt 
■away, I deiired She wduld favour us fo much as to 
lay before her hufiand fomething which I bad to fay^ 
and (he promifed (he would : IVell then^ tell the judge^ 
that if he will fuffer us to come into hii room^ and fa 
down and wait upon the Lordj as our manner is inJM 
a cafe as thisy if it pleafe the Lord to move us by bis 
Holy Spirit to pray^ we may ; but if nety let noi the 
judge take it amifs^ for we are willing to be at the 
L&rd^s difpoftng in all things. She went, and I beHeve, 
as (he faid, laid the matter before him, as I had<le« 
livered it to her } for (he was a woman of a good 
underftanding, and came back again to us in a very 
little time : I aiked, Tf^hat the judge faid ; (he re«* 
plied, he (aid. Let the men take their own fvay, and 
whether they pray for me or noty I believe they are mest 
of God. So after fome little refpite, we being brought 
to the judge's bed-(ide, (at down and waited upqn 

the 



4bB Loril^ mrho^was pkaled in fai& lore, and by his 
;iiic|^ pcmtit ti> bnak in apon us, and alfe opened 
tiff mmxA ta Ms gift of grace aad of fupptication, in 
whiefa gift ardent and ftrvent cries vent up to the 
Jliord^of heaven and earth. That he would fend health 
^mdfahatkn to the ju^e^ and alfo t9 all bis family\ 
sumt tc- edl people far and near^ that oU every where 
might repimi^ and come to the knowledge if the truth 
emd he /aved* The judge wept aloud, and> a mtght)" 
vification it was to his faintly, and efpectally to htm«- 
fetf and his t^ider vnfc. We left the jttdge in afine 
frame of Spirit; and no doubt near the kingdom^ 
biwringiw bluffing and ^araeft reqoeft. That whenwe 
cduld rsacb his houfe we would not fail to come t9 it^for 
'U/ewere very welcome % and I found and felt it (b, and 
:k was moftlyour lodgings : his wifls and feot-page 
«vent widr usto^aH the meetings^ eaxept one, while 
wro were on the iffland,. which was about two weeks^ 
in which time we had many good of^ortunities 
among a fober behaved and well carriaged people 
amongft whom we met with no oppofition, but had 
large quiet meetings. 

When we weredeai^ as. we thought^ of the ifland| 
«ve went to* take onr felid leaves of. the governosi ac« 
knowfedgtag bidciirffity and generoiky to us ftrangers^ 
and I told hhn and the judges Thai they weuld not 
suani their reward for what they had dome to usy and 
Jiifh ivb9 JhottU taie thtir lives as in their hands^ an 

n CO 
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€omi in the love $f God to vijk tbofe remote pafts pf. i^e 
worlds which we durji not have undertaken if webq4 
not believed it required of us by the jllmigbtj^ and our 
peace cencemed in ity as alfi the glory ofGod^ and the 
good of the children of men ; tbefe are the mciives to 
thofe our great undertakings : or words to that puipofe. 
So we parted in much love with thefe great men, 
tefpecially the judge, with tears on his face> as alfo 
his tender and friendly wife, who had been very fer- 
viceable to us in ordering meetings and making way 
for us, and none h'ke her in all the iflaad, that we 
met withal, Ihe being given up to that fervice,. for 
the encouraging truth and friends in What flie was 
capable of, 

Being invited to a friend's houfe to dine one . day, 
when we were fat down ^t the table, < the wooiaa of 
the houfe defired that ene of us would fay grace \ from 
which I took an occafion to fhew her and ieveral 
more in the company, who appeared hot much more 
grown iq the trHth than flie, *Ihat fince we had heen^ 
people^ we had both believed {and accordingly pra£lifM) 
that true prayer was not performed without the help of 
ihe Holy Spirit of <3fod^ and no man could pray aright 
and acceptably witbeut it \ nor was it in man^s powar 
to have it when he pleafed\ therefore it is man*s place ta 
wait upon the Lord for the pouring forth of this gift 
Upen hinty and alfo to know whether it be reqsiirejd ^ 
' kim to pray Jo as to ie beard by man^ or jtnly to pw^ 

fecredj. 
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fccretl^i jo as io he heard of God, as did Hannah, and 
marry more have done% 'whichj as they do arigbi^ no 
doubty but as Chriji /aid to his difctplesy their t ather 
Wfll hear them in fecret, and reward them openly ; 
dr to this eiFeA ; with which they all appeared 
fatisfied. 

We then went on board our veflcl, and fet fail with 
a fdXr wind for the eaft end of the ifland in order for 
Barbadoes ; but foon after we got out to the mouth of 
that inlet where we arrived iirft, the wind came full 
againft us, and we put in there again ; and the mafter, 
although not called one of us, faid, in a friendly man- 
ner, What is the matter now? This is along of you^ 
Mr. Richardfon, (as he was pleafed to call me, although 
I often fhcwed my diflike to it) you have fomething to 
do yet on the ijland. I faid, / knoxu not of any thing % 
But he feemed pofitive, and withal iaid. If the wind 
came fair at midnight he would call^ if I was willing^ if 
'sioty he would Jiay as long as 1 pleafed, I faid, / knew 
not of any thing to hinder^ but he might call as foon as 
' the wind came fair. So we parted, only giving him 
an account, that we intended to go for the judge's 
houfe. It was late in the evening when we got there, 
^d the judge was gone to bed ; but his wife was up, 
"who lifted up her hands with more than ordinary fur- 
^^fe, and much joy, and faid, She was always glad to 
f^^me^ but never more than now: I (aid, Whyfo f She 
then began to tell^ how that iioce I went away, dtere 



|ui4 hf^n a I9ap with the jiidg^ who. had io^nfed.hloi 
9gaioJft n^ aU dut ever he could, and taifi^ Ht ineik 
jyK i/i EogUndt 4w/ that I was. irok^j end c^i^ i^ 
thoft pagts, U preach for a livir^ I sdked, Wl¥f^ hn 
knfianifaU, to 4// that ? Shu ^^^ hi> a9%|^r> ^9^ \^ 
the man, Ibat be believed I was nofuch perfon^ but ^ 
honeft man \ yet the accufer feemed very pofitive. I 
^d^ // would be well if this man conld be brought with 
me M tin judge* sface^ th^t he mi^bt be cqnvineee^ m^ 
^y of the man's ignorance of tfs as a people^ bu$^ of mi 
in pafticulaxy and his envy againfl mi be m^ iMo^fftl 
^pon vfhich I opened to her t)»^ cafe of fuiph journeys 
and fervicesa hpyf we proceede4> and iu>j^ d^ ngu^t** 
ings were conftituted in which we did fo proceed, and 
frofU) whence \ft had certificsutes, from n^qi^^ly, 
q^ar^erly^ or ipeetiags of miniflers to which we b^ 
Ipng^dft. a^d ftom friends in the feveral provin^g ai|4 
iflaod^ yi^h^re w^ tjravel],ed, if v(e #fired them, ma^y 
^ whic)i I coulfl ib^w the judge, if time^ would admit| 
but ibp f%id, LeJlweJbQidd be cfdled aWf^J in hafie, Jb^ 
(rap.e4 to fee fom. of thofi certificates : I flxewed hfK 
tjie^ip, l?^ginfting at.the firii, wherein frieriids oC tCelk^ 
^qw; Brjdlingt^o^ mpn^Iy-rneetif^ in Torkjkir^ tQ 
fi>ef]4s, in Americqy %tyffA, not oidy their fuH v^\X% 
^ijHjtfeis qny pr<^At jp*Mrn^, hi^t al^ with my fervi<;<) 
fq^t^ t^upih aii<l cofiverfat^on to the fame^ where i 
|>a4. liv^d ^ tKavell5d,i and, th^t I had; fettle4. xb^ 
^Hllwa^d aS^ir^ tp fr|^d$ fi^fs^Oih und^r n|aQ]| 



• * 

When Ah great atidli^lfe woirito^aw tliti^, 4ht iaidi 
ii>^iMs inmgh'y but I (be wed her oAer certificatei 
t^tn Jr^s |)iaces, wherein Fribhcls had figniiied Aif* 
Ikrkatly ^il* trAky and fatisfaSiiofi with me. X 
KkeWife informed he)*, thiit in cafe any man, not ap« 
f^orei hy us a$ a liatnifter, did take upon him tc^ 
impol^ hjs preaching upon any who were ftrangers to 
him, fttch as knisw him took c^re to acquaint Ad 
diorches therewith, if his intentions could be known^ 
that no impoftor might do any hurt : all which Ihe 
admiresd) and faid. She hiid never heard fo much bef^re^ 
tmfher aidjhe think there 'had he^nfuch e«ctUeHt (ffdtn 
in tbi world atnon^ any people. 

•' dating thus xK^i^ixtkfA her tvlth H^xt older and dtf* 
«l^^, ftiid ^eirwatds infoftflfed hftr df )^ c^uft of 
M^ IAil6x^i!<^ed l^t^i^n, I r^ewtd "ttij pt^o^l of 
\»mi% hiy latcHftk* b^fbfre «te j^d^e S Aie tbkl m^ 
fbt^had 'g^ place with het hufiand^ and'wckldeHdeavotiy 

itif Main ft : ^vA kettMrdkigly^ after calking with him^ 

a^ let me kftd\^, that tht judge ^preffid hi^ reddinefi 
h do ike any fetvice which- lay in bis powert, ^d ij^as ^ 
ipinittn^ my ^ctijir dnrfl riot face -eitb^ tjiwt or rm ift 
fbett v^ir 5 but that if thh wind continued agatfffi uff, 
he would try ttf find him out j and 'bring him^whkh might 
be offeruice : but if the wind favoured, ihe thought I 
M%Kt b& eafy to gd ; ^ indeed I \^9, iM Hit mbre 
Vdi tf^nfidertflg that ouf dt|)t^th, Sakifr^y H^ ' llvei 
hear the judge on the (kme i^and, i^ fti&wcd a gf^t 

Ha deal 
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deal of patience and good difpofition to us-'vrard'for 
about two weeks, yet would gladly be gone rfo s^»iett 
midnight we were called to go on board the fhip, ^ 
the wind was fair, if we were ready; I replied, Wt 
come quickly ; and fo we did, and took leave of all ii^ 
faw of the family, and remembered our dear lore, 
with grateful acknowledgments to the judge, for all 
his civility and kindneffes he had done to us, wtth 
reafons why we could not fee him, for he had been 
afflicted for fome time. with the gout^ and was now 
fallen into feme reft, and We going very early awi^, 
were not at our own difpofal. 

I admired the Lord's good providence in all fStihy 
and there was fomething of a reach from the-fimie 
watchful providence, to order that to fa^e put inta nfy 
certificate which did fo, fully remove that ilur i^ii 
enemy would have faftened upon me, (i. f.) Thai I 
had broke in England, and could not pay my debts^ and 
therefore was come into thefe remote pc^ts of the W9rldy 
where I was unknown^ to preach for a livelihood ; but 
the contrary fully appeared, that I was known, and 
well beloved too, and had elFe^s to difcharge any juft 
demand upon me, blefled be the worth/ name of die 
Lord now and for ever. 

. Now I may fay fomething of our afFairs upon the 
fea in this voyage : When Captain Salter had taken 
us in paflengcrs 2X Philadelphia for Barbadoesy it being 

a time 
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A time of war, and people fomewbat afraid of (hipping 
£P94.s» He iaid. He was to have two hone ft Quakers 
f^ffengiTiy and he did not fear being taken by privateers 
$tor pirates* I was troubled at his confidence in us, and 
tpld him fo, and thai it was much if the Lord did not 
Jii^r us to be taken^ that he might fee men were not to be 
depended upon^ hut that we ought to depend upon the Lord 
alone for prote^ion and deliverance : however, in much 
lefs time than was expetSted, goods came, and we were 
loaded and gone. We had rough weather before we came 
t€> Barbadoesy (I have given an account of Bermudas) 
efpecially about the tropick of Cancer we had very high 
winds, and I was extremely fea-fick^ and fo was my 
(POmpanion, and I could eat litt1e>but was treated with 
remarkable civilities by the captain ^ for in and about 

.|bat Jatitude there are filh not unlike herrings, which 
fly from wave to wave, and by dipping their fins or 
wings in the water, they will fly a great way, efpecially 
when they are chafed by fifhes of prey, and almoft 
every morning there were of thofe fifbes found on the 
fiiip's deck ; and t|;ie captain often faid, as his manner 
was, Mr. Richardfon, thefe are fent for youy or for 
your breakfafty and feeing it is foy I will drefs them 
myfelfy for I know^ faid he, my cook isfo greafy you can 
hardly eat of his cookery \ which was ytx^^ trup, and 
therefore he would wafli his hands, and lay a clean 
IP^pkin on his arm, and tell me, he would drefs me my 

• ^breakfaji in the beji fajhion he could: I aiked him why 
be WAuld put bimfef to fo much trouble : he faid, he 

♦f; . H 4 never 



Hiffit ioiuted dfi a man in mil his Bflf wM fi- /ft^f^: 
pieafun^ and if J were going inH any g&mtiiy ivher^J^ 
was goings IJbauld not pay any thing far myfaffage ^ id 
much reSpcSL be fliewtd to me. 

Now it happened jfv the coutfe-cf this voyftge, when 
we were within a few kagues of BariadoeSi one morn* 
ing early as loon as izj appeared, be diat was aloft 
(upon the watch to look ovt, as the manaet' of ^ma** 
riners is, efpecially in the time of wars and ^danger) 
efpied a fliip, which he and the reft 'of o«r wkA 
knowing men fuppofed to be a Turkifi fHgaie^ laf 
confiderafole ftrength ; however, it was a great ^hM^ 

■ 

and appeared to have a great many guns : when w^ 
firft faw her, flie appeiu'ed ta be within ^n«*ftofe 
But oh, what a furprife and fright our Ihtp's -crew 
were in ! I had not often feen the like. Oar veSst 
being deep loaded^ although a good failer, was Ie& 
than that which chafed us, and to run for k appeared 
the only way for us to cfcape, hauKng as clofc to the 
wind as we cofdd to keep the fails full ; and the veflH 
being ftiff with its great burthen, endured fill well, 
and indeed they crowded (b nutch faal, that I told 
them, Ifsand they wouid bring the ringing hy tin hoards 
fo thus we laboured until noon, and then our captain 
bad loft all his confidence in the ^akersy and feid, 
i^e Jhati he taken^ for the Jhip has gained upsn. »5 for 
Jk/erai hour^ and we have done what we <any aninte 
HI fpenu I walked upon the main-^deck under no 

finaU 



fJwff tfdticfef flP of mincf, and truA rbfe, a»i<! I fbutt J it 

open in the truth, thai we Jbould hot bi taken : the 

captain feidy binding it with fome afleverations, IVe 

Jhall certainly he taken ^ I fafrf, J\&, wi jhall )Wf, nniefr 

By out mifmanagemenf. Alasy ft id hc^ you are fitch a 

man as I never mtt wtthal'i dn you not few the Jrigate^ 

er Sitlleemanj for that he cdled her^ is jttfl gving tv fitf 

a hr^a^^iAe at uSf opening the gun^^portSj tsnd hying the 

^ip hroai^fidt upon us^ and kvetting at her a% well 4i$ 

ihey ^an ? wnA indieed, mir caplarn^ altlw«ig)» he.wat n 

MotA many yet appeared very gfaoftff and dbad-heartedy 

And Aid (fiia tone which fteip^to both* affliaiM ftni 

trouMe) to me^ G9 into my cabinyor fsme vdhtrB tmdet 

the deck^ for they will fire immediately ; and that where 

I talked 1 C9tdd hardly tfcape itti^r the fflm ^r'the 

tigging falling v^m me^ I {tki^ Thy vJil fwt fire% 

and defirtd him tot he eafy^ for we flsnedd cme 9a fi^ 

damage ^by that/hip^ Well ttony hit B/Hasdy what they 

fbautd ido^ for ^ enen^ was pifi upen #r a I Ai<H / 

ivtfuld fetch them a bottle er ito4y 4r mere^ ^ teiy htjf 

trandyr and they Jhouid taie m tteinh tes mght de^ibeen 

gosfd^ but have -a care tf.mere^ emd ply au}ay awhile^ 

WtdyowwiH fee 4hey wttlfttU hack^ ^and w4 fioU leave 

ibem. The captain Ikid^ j&boi^i there mat ne humaee 

ffreboMilfy of efeaping^ yetyfet myfake^ fbiy would try% 

Imd to.woric they went : I Atric i Mvev 6m mth^ 

cMi board 6f any fl»p work ¥kt th^ni; for- feme bfciif9, 

tad tre foon perceived we <}iH&sted d^em^ und bjr 

H 5 . -tfeto^ 
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the time it began to be dark, we had left thtoL 
conitderably. 

Now all fire and light was forbidden, exc^t wbat 
could not be avoided, and all noife, and a council wa» 
held, to confult what way to fteer, whether the neareft 
vr moft common way for the ifland, or about ; for it 
was realbnable to conclude the adverfary would way- 
lay us, if he could, before we catne to the ifland; and 
^e captain faid» what Ifdid in the cafe Jhould be done : 
after foine .deliberatioo« I told hini) / was maft eafy m 
Jleering the neanteji .courfiy which we did) and £lw our 
^dveriary ^o more«^ 

We came to the ifland ne)ct <day in much joy, that 
we bad efcaped U> imihioeilt a danger, but I was very 
ill in ^ fever when I landed, which had been growing 
i^pon me for f^veral days, (this'being the fixth day of 
the weeiC) aod i8th of the loth month) I was fo 
poorly^ that'&veral thought I muft die; but I ftood 
r^iign^ in the will of God, whether to die or live* 
The firll'day being come, I went to the meeting,^ 
■though with great difficulty^ being very weak,, where 
I bx under more than iifual exercife, reafonings^ and 
conl9i<^ of fpirit for fome time, about my prefeht 
CftfuU^ion, w^H^h: was Vifeak and low, and in my owq 
a^ireh^ni^oni^.iunl^c^ly to be of any fecvice, notwith-i' 
,ftariding,alL^^et|rot|l>les and hazards of the (ca, and 
rpbbcrs, and other jeopardies in coming here, I was* 

now 
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O0Wthns diiabled, and laid by as ufelefi. Theft 
things were an occafion to me to conMer, whether I 
had not mifled my way in fomething or other. Many 
particulars were brought to my mind, whether I had 
difcnarged myielf faithfully where 1 had been. And 
vhen I looked back, and took a vfew of my pafl: 
gavels and fervices in the work of the minifiry and 
difcipline of the church, my condu£l and whole con- 
verfation, I (aw nothing but I was clear of the blood 
of all men ; as alfo clear and well fatisfied both as to 
the time of my coming, as well as to the coming 
it&Ify unto this ifland. There appeared yet two 
things in my way ; firji^ if this place (hould be tny 
grave, fuch as might not watch over me with the beil: 
«ye may fay, If he bad gone at the Lord*s command^ no 
doubt but he would have brought him hack again \ and, 
fecondly^ as I had two little children in England^ if I 
finiihed my courfe here, they Would be left fatherlefs 
and motherlefe : and I faid before the Lord, Let noi 

• 

my end bring dljhonour to thy great name^ nor any blemijh 
to the truth uhich I have loved, and laboured for th^ 
promotion of from my childhoods. 

. When I had thus, or to this purpofe, appealed tcp 
the Lord, I felt great quietnefs and refignation of 
fpind ; and as I thus (at, a friend well thought on hv 
feveral) began to fpeak in the meeting, and \t opened 
ia nay mind, that he was^ not wholly tedeemed from 
having fome thoughts^ that elementary water bad not 

H 6 yet 
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yit ended Us fervice\ I mean in point of dipping :^i 
would have fliut it out, for the man appeared a wrfe^ 
Kealous man ; and I being altogether a ftranger, could 
not remember I had heard of his name, yet the matter 
continued, and I thought, for my own fatisfaflion, t 
might a(k him the queftion : if he was a right fpirited 
friend, he would not be hurt ; if he was not, he ftood 
in need of help, or at leaft it was high time for friends 
to have a more pcrfeS knowledge of him; So I leave 
this awhile, and return to the other part of the meet* 
jng, which was very remarkable. 

During my fitting, as before, under much weakneS 
of body, yet quiet in mind, the living virtue of 
heavenly power of Chrift fprung up in my inward 
nian, like healing and fuppling oil, which To effectually 
helped me every way, that I could (ay feelingly and 
experimentally, Miracles are not ceafed\ for I was 
raifed beyond my own expe£^ation, and all others wha 
knew my weak ftate, to give teftimony to the glorious 
coming an<i manifeftation of Chrift in power, fpirit, 
life, light, and grace, for the help, health, and falva- 
tior^ of all the children of men who receive, believe 
in, and obey his fpiritual knocks, reproofs, and 
heavenly calls in the foul, without any leflening ta 
his humanity. Great caule have I, with all the living, 
to love, value^ honour, and reverence th'^e great and 
m%hty name of him who hath helped and healed. 
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by fending his eternal word of living power into 
our hearts. 

Returning with other friends to my quarters from 
this good meeting (not to be forgotten by me) came 
die before-mentioned friend to fee me ; and I havingy 
&s I told him, a defire to fieak pri*oately tuith him, he 
replied^ There were none there but his good/riends, and 
I might fpeai my mind. I told him, What I had t$ 
fc^ related chiify td hifnfelfy and in fuch a matter as he 
fnight not be xviUing to have it expoJ$d\ but he would 
hot hear, and faid, t might fpeak it there. Idefired 
be would not take an offence at what 1 had t^fay, for I 
didfuppofe it to he a fecret to all theri hut himfelf\ and 
then I faid, ^he matter isy when thou waftj^eaking ifi 
the meeting, if founded in the ear of my foul as if one 
^adfaid. This man (meaning thee) is not wholly re- 
deemed out of a belief in yohn's miniftration of water^ 
hs not having done its work. Now the matter is before 
thee, thou knowefi whether what I received he true ot 
falfe ': in the firjl place t inquire for my own fatisfaSfion\^ 
His anfwer, if it may be called one, was as foltoweth f 
he faid, Tthe dijfciples of Chri/l, when they baptized with 
water, knew that it wai the mind of their great Maflet 
that theyjhouldfo baptise: I faid, I know not that any 
of the apoflles did ever fay fo much as thou wolddefi inji^ 
nuate y for both by what Peter and Paul fay, it appears 
t^efy natural to be the mind of Chrtfl, dnly to condefcend 

i4fh much us ^dt done by the apojllu in tiat of water^ 

hecauft 
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hratiji 0/ tbe pe$plt*s weaknefs ; and no fueftlon hut tig 
Jews v/ere Viry rmuh JtitUd in the belief ^f John ilf 
BapUft's SJpenfation of water to repentance^ and alfo of 
the circumcifion^ and purifying^ and many other things 
ufed amount that people. Now Peter^ when the cotkw 
verts were grown ftronger in the faith and in the 
grace of God, told them, // is not the ^putting away 
the filth of thefiejhy but the anjiver of a good confcience 
towards God^ by the reJurreSfion of Jefus Chrtft ; and 
Paul^ although he did.ortce in condefcendon circum* 
cife Timothy^ yet told the people at another time, that 
Neither circunuifion nor uncircunuifion availeth any 
things but a neiv creature ;' and if they were circumci/edf 
Chrift would profit them nothing ; and he alfo thanks 
God, he baptizea no more than Crifpus and Gaius, and 
the houjhold of Stephanas \ befides tbefe^ he knew not 
that be had baptized any othery for Chrtft fent h:m not 
to baptize.^ but to preach the gofei: and I am, as I faij 
to the friendj of the prophet's mind, when he (aid^ 
The elements Jhould n\elt aswithfrvent heat: if the 
gofpel-power be not this fervent heat, I know not 
what is, nor what is able to melt away the elements. 
But I further faid. If he was a Baptidy he Jhould deal 
plainly and honeftly with friends ^ and tell them what ho 
wa^y and not preach one ibingy and keep Jucb referve^ 
to himfelf 

Friends admired, and (aid, 7hey had not the le^ff 
tbmht of.anyfuch thing by him y fo h« laid, He would 

hot 
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nst frU »tit tffiib mi. I told him, I teas as much f$r 
fMoct^ 4is hi was-y hut at thi [ami iimi I \v9uld havi us 
to mind that wi Win found in thi faiibj andprfacbtrs 
pf thi gifpiU ond not go hack again into thi beggarly 
elements, for what is all in comparijon of thi lovi of 
G^d in Chrift Jefus ? 

I had good fervice and great fatisfadion upon this 
kland, although I found truth fo lov^, that it might 
then be truly faid as formerly, By whon^ Jhall Jacob 
(or the true- feed) arifg^ which is in our apprAenfiona 
but fmall, and much prefled doi^n with the many 
ihings that are hurtful, efpecially by the love of money, 
prfde, and forgetfulnefs of God I 

I was invited on boaird a great tranfport fliip^ 
whereof one Reid was mafter, who remembered me 
when I was but young, and was travelling to or near 
Scdrhorough ; he was loving to me, and feveral friends 
who were with me, and I had good fervice on board. 
'J here was alfo on board a Fnneh Proteftant, now a 
captain of the Englijh tranfport foldrers, bound for 
Jamaica ; he lodged at John Grovis*Sf and was a 
very civil man, and £ud, If I would go with Captain 
Reed, (who ofFered, if I was going, to carry me to 
yamaica free) hi would wait on mi if I was ficki or 
ailid any thing ; and would gladly have had my com- 
pany: I acknowledged both their generoiity and 
civiiity to me, and fo I took leave of them, and o£ 

thr 
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the noble captain SaRery who I ht\re hid dcctfioic 
both to mention and to love, who toolc his folad lea^ 
cF me, and wept like a child, and firfd openty in the ' 
hearing of many, Thdt he never ioved a mem fo weS 
^hefore^ and though be did not want hufinejty yety fit mf 
fakey he would ferve my friends what lay in his power i. 
or near thofe words* 

I find, as we live and walk in the truth, Aere i» 
an inwan} witnefs which God haA placed in the 
hearts of men that is reachable, except in fuch wiiO' 
are arrived to a great degree of hardne6 and inlbi^- 
bility, and fe.have Kttle fenfe or peiceivance of goodi^ 
either in themfelves or rn others^ which is a deplora** 
ble ftate, and much to be lamented^ Oh. what grief 
of heart and (pirit it hath been to^ me, to hear ^nd fee 
the wickednei^ of fomef f If fuCh wtckedhefe was a» 
^eat a trouble to them who afled it, as it was to me^. 
I have dK)itght they woidd Ibon grow Weary 61 it. 

• 

Now I tcft the lOand, and embanked <m board a^ 
(hip, John Griffith liteftery bbund for Bti/toL^ in Old 
Engiandy and went to- fea widi feme Baft'-lhdia (hips,. 
Aat bad put in at BatbadotSy having a^ (b^ of v^ar or 
two for their convoy. After we were got to fea, Aey 
hid To much drinking and ea)roding that we greir 
weary of ftaying with them, and after fome confiderati«» 
6n, thecaptafn, who im a friend, left tftem, and came 
&fe to Eftghmdk. • 

l9 



( »8s ) 

r:In- OQF.p^ge we bad fome rough ^eftther titzr the 

trophHt, which I mentioned before, and the men 

dnd'captscin being much difordered widi wa[tchiTig and 

hard IsAour, is I remember, for eight and forty hours 

night and day, a calm enfoing, the captain defired me 

to take his place for his watdi, and mmd the helmC- 

man, and fee that he made ftreight fteerage; liuty 

alas ! he was fo fleepy, it was next to impOffiUe to 

keep him awake. I walked on the deck, and had 

oyermttch work to mind the compafs, and the hehnr* 

mate too, for a fine breeze of wmd cante on, and all 

ot -Tt iudden a very unuAiai fear fell an me, ztiA I 

lodced into the fea, and beheld rt appeared to turn 

bhte, and as far tst I cotdd difcem to windward, I (aW 

white caps, or the water-freckle ; aa feeing which, 

through Hfear, more than any great IktU, I fltimped, 

with my foot as though I would have broke the deck* 

Out came the captain, but what with fear and deep 

he could fcarce hit the door out of the cabin; but 

fAKTi he vtriis got upon the deck, he ftathped, antl 

called out all his hands, and bid them Itiver nnd fieri 

Atfaih toitb J^tei^ vr e^ wt were ali dead mtn^ pxt 

here U a bnrricane jufi upon its: and no fooner was att 

made ^ug as well as could be, (as the feafnen phrafe 

it) but the wind blew fo, that we thought it would 

have tt^ned the bottom of the fhip upward : the Ukd 

I never iaw ; and, as the captain &id, we had not one 

tpfiinute to ipate of being caft away, according to al) 

human prob^lity ; and, as the feamen tem it, it was 

^' • ' fuch 
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fiich hurry -iurry ihitk weather^ that W€ could fcarce 
fee any thing a hundred yards, which violent weaker 
held for about an hour, in which time we drove by a 
vef&l, and were to near her, that I thought I could 
have flung a ftone aboard : our fhip's crew were fore 
afraid, and looked upon her to be a robber ; her rud- 
der was lalhed or tied up, and the men were all gone 
oiF the deck, but our mariners were fo affrighted, that 
they thought they would fet fome fail and follow us; 
for no fooner wece we paft this ihip but the weather, 
grew better, and away we ran in hazard of bringing 
the mads by the board, but through the Divine Pro- 
vidence of him that is Lord over all, both fea and bmd, 
we eicaped, and came fafe into Cart in Ir dandy where 
the mafter lived, and rode there for fome time, and 
then weighed for Briftely intending for the yearly^ 
ineeting there* 

We had rough weather in croffing the channel, be- 
fore we came into the Severn^ where our failors being 
afraid of being prefled, launched the boat, and rai) 
away into Cornwall^ leaving but four on board to bring 
the ihip up the river. We faw a pinnace, having ia 
it a lieutenant wit^ a crew of prefled men, to pcefs 
more if they could iSind them, and our mafter called 
f>i\ mcy and delired I would put on my beft cloaths^ 
and come to him, and fo I did, and he (et me on his 
right hand : by this time up comes the lieutenant and 
aiked fOx my men^ taking me for the mafter j I told' 

himj 
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iiitaf Ihey had launched th€ long^hMt and tviri g^n$y 
Mind wi could not hinder tbemy they being the Jirong^ 
-party \ at. which he appeared very much enraged, and 
>leecn€d as though he would have ftruck at me. I 
toid him calmly, He had more need pity than he angry 
with usy fir if there Jhould he a gale of wind^ we 
wuere in great danger of allperijbing for want ofhandr^ 
fbr. I fhewed him what force we had, viz. James Batesj 
.whom I did not then call my companion, nor John 
Griffith^ captain, the cabin-boy and myfelf, were all 
the men on board. But he aflced, Pf^at for a man 
tiftti was who fat heftde me? I told him, He was a 
Mm .fufficiently fecured againft the prefs : Then the 
rough man fell, 9f\d laid, I looked like an hor^Jl man^ 
iitnd be would take my word and net fearch for men : 
So I ordered a bottle of the beft liquor onboard to be 
brought, and then the lieutenant and I parted very 
friendly. 

• I write not this as a thing I approved, but difliked $ 
.but being taken at unawares, had not time to fhuit it^ 
(as before mentioned) unlcfs I had expoied my.friend^ 
the mafter of the (hip j although I neither faid nor did, 
thstf I know of, any tlyng worfe than what thou feeft 
here, written; I told the captain, I thought he was a 
.£T£at coward^ and had expofed me Uf danger to fave 
Mmfelf. ^ 

b, .. Wind 



t »M ) 

Wind and ^v^tker fiivoiired us, we <^iiie kt Ia6 
time to iffr^W yearly ^itieetiftg^ where i fh«t -Wttt 
^i7iM EdmufHlfimj imd was truly glad tb lee MMi| 
with many mere at ihat pkee$ b«t tny c c wi ip a t j Rw i 
filing fick) I was «fiade wiHitig to leai^ btfn, ssii 
travelled to Lmd§nv<Vlti J^hn Watfkn of Ireland^ and 
a iweet fpirited man he was ; we got to London yt^ly^ 
meeting) whefe I difcharged myfclf of what I had 
upon fny mind, and eame awAy in peace, and in the 
feeling of the love of God. 

y^hn Hsidock and I came from London togietlrer^ 
and hSid meetings in our way to Titrk yearly-meetrAg^ 
where Lwas glad to fee my home^fnends^ and to en-^ 
joy the love of God once more with them ; ibr ifad 
is our printip^l crown and kingdom in this worid, to 
tajay th^ favourable t6uMenanee of the Lord^ mA 
one another in his living and internal prefenc^^ iriid 
when 1 looked back upon all the mercies and deliver- 
ahces I h)ul ^e^ved from die i^nig^ty Gbd of teaVen 
laid ealth, feas) and rivers of Wate)-, wbde band )tMtSt 
al], and wh<>ie eye and Watchfol providatce attends afl^ 
and is over A\^ thy foul Was filled with thanks and 
pratfes to the gi<eat ahd moft extdtent name of Him 
who lives for ever^ and hath helped my foul to ove^^' 
tcome toafiy ftrong temptationsi and hath, borne lip tfif 
head under many d^ep afflifUons and tribulations, i-e^ 
nowned for ever be his holy name. ^ ' 

I came 



( i89 ) 

J^ ^ame home the i8di of tbc Fouitb Mondi, t 703, 
a^ fouod tpy cUldren well ; aad now\ I was under a 
t|[^n4g)itfii49cr$ bow tp walk and 4einpao myfolf fo, as 
^9;t 1 migbt be preferved near the Lord, and in due 
jrey.ereoce aind true fear before him ; that inafinuch a^ 
I fou^d there was foip^thing of holinefs unto the Lord 
imprinted or engraven upon the flefl^y table of my 
biieart, diat now in this time, when I was not fo parti* 
cularly and immediately concerned in the Jike daily 
travel on truth's account, I might nptlofe the favour, 
reliib and feniation of heavenly things. Some will 
read me here, in thi$ (hort furvey I have been taking 
of iBy preient ftals and thoughtfulnefe, that if I coul4 
not make it better, I might not make it worfe, either 
in. doiQgy or not doing any thing that might prove a 
}mr^ to me ; fpr a veijiel had better be laid by, if it 
cw bf fpared, than uied to its hurt. Now in tbi$ 
cstjc^fvi and watchful frame of mind, I have found pre<» 
iervatioo fron^ time to. time tathis day, by retaining 
the fyit of the k^ngdon^ in th^ foul or the inward man, 
vdiich: is of a preferving; quality, with which the veflel 
i% and can only be kept fit for the Maftei 's ufe ; 
if we lofe this, the creature foon grows out of order 
Ai>d unfit for the Matter's ufe* Read and confider 
theie things in time, whilft thpu haft the prize in thin^ 
1^1^, apd time to do, and receive gqod a^ the hand 
of Him who is truly fidlof good, and is all:gQ0(); to 
Him be the oferingi ojL ffj^fj^ ajpid fcnQwn now 9^ 
for ever» 



Whilft I remained at home, as my ufual manner 
was, I attended Firft-day, and week-day, and monAly* 
meetings, as alfo quarteriy and odier meetings for the 
lervice of truth, and vtiited many meetings up and 
down in the country, and had good fervice and much 
fatisfaflion in being given up to the fervice of truth ; 
but did not fee it convenient (as my children were 
well placed) to fettle to keep a family, until my way 
appeared clear to marry, which did now draw on, and 
after I had been near feven years a widower, I mar- 
ried jfnne Robinftn^ who defcended of a fubftantial 
family at Hutton in the //«/?, in the pariih of Lefting' 
haniy not far from Kirby^moorjide^ in Torkjhtrem 

We had not been married much above two years, 
before my wife began to appear in the publick work 
of the minidry, and indeed very comfortably and ac- 
ceptable to friends, and fhe grew in underftanding 
both of the difcipline of the church of Chrift, and 
alfo in further knowledge in the work of the living 
miniftry, &c. And about that tiitie it came upon me 
to vifit friends in moft parts of the northern counties 
in England^ and feme fmall time after my return, I 
had a concern to vifit friends in feveral parts of the 
fouthern counties, Thomas Beedalj being my com* 
p^hion, who grew in the truth, and alfo in the 
miniftry : we had many good meetings in that jour- 
ney, good fervice and great fatisfailion, and I returned 
home in peace. 

Now 
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Now I may (ay with torrow of heart, the time 
drew on apace when my virtuous wife and I muft part, 
and be no longer meet^helps to one another, which 
v\rci truly were, and never had either evil word or evil 
thought againft each other, I am fuUy iadsfied ; but 
lived in peace and true love one with another, and 
were glad when wc could either one or both ferve 
truth and friends : therefore I find it on my mind, in 
this place, to infert the following relation concerning 
bcr, vizt 



A SHORT 
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A SHORT 

ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

Ltfe^ C^nvinceminty Salifications^ and djing- Sayhgt 



O P 



That &idiful Handmaid of the Lord, 

ANNE RICHARDSON, 

Who departed this Life the i8th of Ac Twelfth 
•* Month, 1711, aged about Thirty-three Years . 



« QHE was defccnded of an boneft and confl. 
** ^ derable family of the Robinfon^Sy at Hutton in 
<« the Hole^ in Yorkjhirey and was convinced in her 
*< young years, and received the truth in the love of 
<< it, and it became valuable and precious to her above 
<( all things in this world; and through the blefled 

^ workft^i^^I^op^^^i^" o^ ^^ grace and Holy Spirit 
^' of truth, fhe was weaned from the world's plea- 
se fures, vanities and recreations, and from taking any 
5^ delight in them 3 and through thevirtuoMS and moft 

^ precioiii 
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" precious'blood of Chrift, flie came to witnefs her 
*' heart fprinkled from an evil confcience, and in a 
** good degree made able to ferve the living God, and 

" bore a faithful teftimony againft the needle fs and fu- 

_ * 

*' perfluous dreffes and falhions of the world, as alfo 
" againft the corrupt language thereof; and came to 
*' be a great lover of virtue and purity, and had great 
^* fatisfaflion in being in good friends company, and at 
'' friends meetings, and in much retirement and wait- 
^^ ing upon the Lord, who in great mercy and conde- 
** fcenfion to the defire of his handmaid, gave her a 
large fliare, not only of the enjoyment of his living 
power and internal prefence, but alfo a knowledge 
and clear fight into thofe things that appertained to 
" life and falvation : and after truth thus prevaile4 
over her, and brought every thought into the obedf- 
ence of Chrift, and fubje£led her will to the will of 
God, which is a great work, yet requifite to the 
** new birth J without which there is no regenera^ 
" tion \ and without regeneration and being born 
** again, there is no entering into the kingdom of 
** heaven. > . 

** After this great change was wrought in her, it 
** Waii evident through the remaining part of her 
***time, that (he was much preferved under the power, 

irtflu6hce, and guidance of the peaceable, meek 
** and quiet fpirit of Jefus Chrift,* and grew daily 

I ' J '* mox% 

\ 
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^ moie and mcN:e in the fimmr and tons of G^mbii 
*^ was much beloved of God's people, and indetdripf 
^ her relations, neighbours and acquaintance^ ivfad' 
** were not of her perfuafion ; and walked (6 vnitlf 
^ and prudently in all her wajs, that {be ibogh( 
^ not her own honour and intereft, but the Honour 
*' of the Lord, and inward peace with him, which 
^ (he had a regard unto in all her undertakings ; fo 
^ that even fuch who fought for an occafioii agaunft 
^ truth and the proieflbrs of it, had nothing to £lj 
^ agajnft her, not even from her childhood to the day 
^ of her death, for ibe was generally beloved an4 
^' fpoken weU of by all who knew her, and many 
^ were deeply and forrowfully affeAed to part witV 
^ her, bath Friends and others ', the Ijke hath not 
*^ oft^n been feen in thofe parts, and not without 
<* fome caufe s for (he was a woman of an upright 
^ life, and exemplary converfation before all, and 
« gave np offence to Jew or Gentile^ nor to ^ 
** church of Cbrift : charitable to the poor, a triip 
«< fympathi^r with fuch 2$ were in afflldion and dif^ 
^< trefs, whether in body or in mind, which was 
<^ manifefted in^ her frequent vifits to fuch, and by 
<< other mcaa^ clearly demojt^f^rated. SJje wsi? a 
<( woman endued with gr^at patience, and with a 
(( quiet and ferene mind, well qualified and fk$6d t0 
<< her huftand's circum [lances, (whofe lot it was often 
^ to be abroad in the fcrvice of the truth) a|i 

** bo|K)urabl^ 



# 

<f>ifao<iiiii)iCfe Mi t iiHihfiil wife^ triliag lo ||fe iq^ 
^oliHr :«K for Chrtft and the go^s iakt» anmtmg; 
<f nothiBg in thSi world too near or dear to port 
^ with for the ^017 of Ood, and advancement of the 
^ enrcr Uei&d trutb^ peace and iakratiott of ber owa 
^ find, and the good of others. 



'^ One thing is remarkable and worthy of 
^ -moratbH, which I infert as fdfewcth, that others 
*^. in the like cafe may not barely and putwaidly iaii« 
^rtate her, but feelingly come up in her heavenly 
^ pra&ice and experience, under the influencei I^t 
«f.a«d help of God's holy and blefied Spirit^ wz. 
^ When that worthy fervant of Jefus Chrifi» y4bm 
^f Bowfifad^ returned from Lcfukn Yeariy-meeting 
^ thorough feveral counties to Torij and (6 home with' 
^ me, not long before my wife was taken away $ and 
^( having ibme difcourfe with her, he aflced about 
^ ievend things of moment, e^iecially about her 
*^; bi^band being fo much from home; flie gave hint 
^< thisanfwer. That inafmucb as Jbt govt up berhu/l 
** band churfuBy and,freilj to ferve the Lord^ and t0 
*^ ^e ferviceahk to tb$ cburcb of Chrift^ Jbt did not 
^< mfy Jympalbiini and fid witb him in bismofi ad-* 
** vtrfo yand kwJlaUi hut partook witb bim in his befi 
*h if^i^pMnii^ wbfn the power of try$b prevailed over 
f^^M iif, monies \ although I am then far from bim^ 
f^iyei Iftartah tf the Jpnily or the Redding abroad of 
\«Iax,^> . .. • I 2 « //Jr 
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^^ thf 'goid tbtngt of God among bis people^ as my 
^\ htart goes along with the work of the LcrA^ and^fttch' 
^^ as aro engaged in it\ and in all my bufband^s affxc- 
^\ tions Jam affliHed witb him : and one of my ma lit 
^( concerns iSf that neither ly nor any thing in this 
^^ worlds may detain my hajband from doing what the 
** Lord calls for at his hand ; for if any thing hurt 
*♦ him as to the truths what good can I expcH of him ? 
^f This John much admired, with the deep and 
<f weighty reafons (he gave about the chrijlian difci- 
^ pline of the church, and concerning the minifiry, 
*^ the like, he faid, he had not met witb in all his tra - 
^* vels before ; yet flie was a woman of few words, 
*^ and exprefled much in a little qompafs ; and when 
^ ihe was taken away, oh! the ]o(s and i^jj^row he 
'^ exprefied to me in a letter concerning her deadi« 

^^ She was very clear in her -underftanding, had a 
'^ penetrating and difcerntng eye, a great and in- 
'^ ward fenfe of the ftate of a meeting, as alfo of their 
** feveral particular ftates. I cannot at present de-^ 
'^ fcribe to the full all the hidden virtues of this 
<^ handmaid of the Lord, but there were many vifible 
^^ fruits of her virtuous mind, that did appear to the 
^f children of men, fome of wbi<:h weiE^ thefe, mzi 
^^ She was an afFe£bionate and tended nlotherto faes 
** children, yet did correft them when oocafion re- 
^* quired, without paffion, or ^Jie lea|t appearande pf 
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<5 diforder of mind, and ftill had them in great Tub- 
^^ jeSion ; at which I often admired, and thought, 
^ furely Ihe is come, by the workings of the Holy 
**. Spirit, to a greater dominion over her own fpirh 
<^ than many who appeared to be her equals. She 
f< was a true Chrijllan^ a loving and dutiful child to 
*' her parents, a good neighbour, a faithful wife, a 
'' loving and tender-hearted dame over her fervants, 
<^ and overcame thenk with love, and was much be- 
*< loved by them, and alfo feared ; they loved her, 
* *' and were very unwilling to difoblige oroflfend her.*' 

^ She appeared and behaved herfelf as became a 
<5 iani&iiied veiTel, that was in a good degree Atted 
*< and prepared for the great Mafter's ufe, and often 
*^ appeared as one that had been fecretly in (bme in^ 
*f tercourfe with Jefus Chrift in fpirit, where his 
*' glory had more particularly (hone in and over her 
^^ fpul, not only becaufe of the gravity and foiidity 
5' of h^rcountervmce, but alfo the tendernefs, humi»- 
" lity,and fweetnefs of her mind and fpirit, weighti^- 
** nefe of ber converfation, edification of her advice, 
<' ^i/n^nefs of her judgment, and clearnefs of her 
V underftanding ; all which made her company very 
** ai^ceptable wbi'e among the living. Her heart 
^^ was often filled with the love of God, and e^rly 
^^ rai(ed and enabled to fpeak a word in fea(bii unto 
*^ Pfiaoy ftates and conditions, whether at home or 

I J " abroad. 
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^ abnmdi in her own fiunily, amoogft her tfl^gh*^ 
^iKMirs, or in the church of Chrift, in teftimony to 
^ matters rekdng to the worflijp of God, or in 
^ matters relating to difcipline, efpecially in the 
^ meetings of her own iex, where Ihe had a great 
^^ fervice, and will be greatly wanted. She had a 
^^ great care upon her for the good education of our 
^ youth in plainnefi of habit and language, that they 
^^ might be preferred out of the corruptions of the 
^ world in all the parts thereof ) in all which fer- 
'* vices fhe will be much mtfled : yet we being 
^' fenfible that her removal is her great gain, it helps 
^* to alleviate our ibrrow and left, which is great^ 
^ and will not foon be forgotten by many who bad 
^ die benefit and comfort of her good iervices. Alfo 
^ her watchful and folid fitting in our meetings for 
* worfliip was remarkabfei with y^y little motion 
^ that was perceivable ; yet when die leaft ftirrii^ 
*« of life in her mind were perceived, in order to 
« bring her forth in teftimony, the meeting wa^ 
<* truly glad, and the living amongft us rejoiced at 
^ it, for her appearance was with the wife, and in 
*^ the language of the Holy Spirit ; which was a 
•< clear demonftratton that the work was the Lord's, 
*^ and by and through his Spirit and Power ; all 

r 

*< which gs^ve her a great place in the minds of faith- 
** fill friends and brethren. But (he is gone in the 
» prime and flower of iier age 1 which fets before 

* ' ** ajid 
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4<. Mfd H > Aitmittt unto us, to fliew os Ite meer' 
f^' taintjr of our time her^, and to prepare for oiie 
^^ certain to come, that death may not overtake us 
*^ at unawares before we are prepared for it. 

** I come now to the time of her long weaknefs^ 
*^ in which (he was preferved in great patience^ flea- 
^ dineft and refignation of mind to the will of God, 
<< even unto the end ; and ihe enjoyed much hea« 
/^ venly comfort and confolation in the living pre« 
*< fence of the Lord to her immortal foul, fo that 
«* when (he was tik^A^' fPT^tther Jht thought Jhe might 
^ titwir 9r fUrt^ (he mildly replied. She was afraid 

■ • » 

^ h iejirt to irw ; hecimfe^ bid (he^ / heUivi if it 
>• pUafe the Lord to iifke fm away nowy it will hi 
^ well with me^ for I find nothing that lies as a hur* 
^ den upon my fpirit. At another time (he iaid, M 
^* to that liitti te/iimony I have hen concerned irtj this 
.** is tny comfort and fatisfaffionj that I can truly fay 
•* / did not kindle any firange firOy and therefore could 
** not warm myfelfat the fparks thereof \ hut what I 
•^ did in that matter was in the conflrainings of the love 
•* of God J aptd when my cup was fully I a little emp-^ 
** titd myfelf among the Lord^s peoplcj yet very fenftble 
^'^ofmy own weaknefs and poverty y and ofien thought 
tnyjelf unworthy of the leaji of the Lord^s mercies. 
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** Many (kvoury exprei&ons fhe fpoke that mcrt 

** not written then, and therefore could not be re^-' 

•* membered ; we having fome hopes of her recovery, 

** it rather caufed an omiffion as to fuch a due ob- 

" fervance of what (he faid as otherwife .it is like 

" would have been 5 although (he was heard .to fey 

** not long before (he fell weak, She thought htr timt 

*^ would not be long in this world* I never heard aa 

*' unbecoming or unfevoury word come from her, 

** let the provocation thereto be what it would, no^ 

^' not in the time of her health ^ and in her wealft- 

*' nefs, fhe was much fwallowied.up in the luminous 

^^ and internal prefence of her Lord and Saviour 

^^ Jefus Chrift, and often fang praifes unto his worthy 

^' name, and appeared as one wholly redeemed. from 

'^ this world, whofe heart was fet upon, and miiid 

** intent, and earne.ftly engaged in the purfuit after 

*' heaven and heavenly things, Blefled be the Lord, 

** fhe had witneiTed a part in the firft refurre^ion^ 

*' and over fuch the fecond death hath no power j and 

^^ no doubt but fhe lived and believed in Jefiis 

** Chrift, even unto the end of her time here, and 

** pafled away without any appearance of ftruggling 

** or forrow, I believe into a manfion of glory, where 

/* her foul ftiall fing Hallelujah to the Lord God and 

' ** the Lamb for ever, with all thofe who^ have over- 

" come the world, the beaft and falfe prophet, and 

*' every thing the Lord's controverfy is with, and 

" ysrho 



^t^vtio have not loved their lives unto death, but 
*^ given up that life they had in any wrong things 
•* whatfoever." 

. When J had dravirn up the foregoing account, and 
flievtred it to fome difcreet friends, they faid, // was 
not bepnd hir worth ; yet when I looked it over 
a^in, v^ith an intent to infert it here, I thought it 
looked too large ) but upon more mature delibera- 
tion, I could not find what part* to omit, but it 
would hurt, the whole matter, therefore as I found it 
contained encouragement to all tender and welU 
minded, people, to perfevere in faithfulnefs unto the 
end ; caution againft pride, paflion, and indulgmg 
•r' fparing any wrong thing in church or family j 
and fomething of advice to feveral conditions and 
growths in the church of Chrift ; it appeared moft 
cafy to. me, not to lofe any of thofe good fragments 
which had any thing of a heavenly favour in them,. 
and if I have not milled it, there is fomething that 
has a, living relifh, for without that I (houid foon be 
weary of either writing or fpeaking. 

* Not long after the departure of my wFfe, It came 

upon me to vifit the fouthern parts of England^ and 

feme parts of Wales j and I had good fervice and great 

'r^felislaftion ; and I was alfo at London^ John Adam 

Is being 
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Wng my conptiuon, who was an Umocent^ deta 
i^ilad man. 

Again, I found it required of me to Tiltt the Sou A 
Weft pwtu ot Engbml^ in the year 1717, anA I tfa- 
i^dfed diroogh the Weft |Mit of TfrkJUrr into ff^eft^ 
w9rUmd^ Lmu^fihre^ Cbefkirij and to on t» Brt/ipl^ 
and as fu* as GrmtiMrZ^ and had many good meet-, 
ings ; although I travelled aldne, jet the Lord ia 
whom I put my tmft and depended tftpon^ he^ied me^ 
and bore up my head through and orer all, renowned 
be hit sioft hoMKirahle Mme now and for ever. 
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IN the year 1722 it was renewed upon me to go 
into Ireland 'f the thoughts of it had been long 
upon my mind^ but now the time ieemed to be fully 
come, to pay that long thought of vifit i and Joftpb 
Buntings of Cumberland^ being my companion, w^ 
went from Kendal Yearly-meetings which was a large 
and good meetii>g, and igaJXki a^ng to lHjitebaven^ 
and took fhtpping for Dutliny and ftatd their Half- 
year's Meeting, which was large, and in whkh the 
living power and prefence of the Lord was fdt 
amongft us $ exalted over all be the mighty name of 
die Lord, for tbofe and all his mercies* 

16 IhAi 
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I had there many good meetings, and alfe metinA 
feme hard ones (as is the lot of fuch who are called 
to this vocation) and the befl: way I have founds 
when I met with fuch, is firft to regard our call^ then 
to mind owe €UHy fteps/wt take in that vocation into 
which we are chilled, and take fpecial care to have 
along with us the company and counfel of him that 
hath fo called us ; this is the way fully and truly to 
discharge ourfelves of that truft the Lord hath repc^ed 
in us, to the mutual comfort and edification of the 
churches of Chrift, and alfo to the peace and conso- 
lation of our own fouls. 

It is now with me to write the following remarks 
of Ireland^ which will not be remote to the ftate of 
friends in many other places, where there is a right, 
found living miniftry prefer ved, and good difcipUne 
exercifed, which moftly go together : there truth and 
friends are kept generally in good efteem, and alfo 
thriving; but where thefe fail, eQ)ecialIy the dtfapline^ 
oh ! how undue liberty, and the faihions of the 
world, with many corrupting things, creep in.amongft 
the pfofeiTors of truth, even unto the reproach thereof 
and fcan^al of thofe who are fo prevailed upon ; and 
hearty forrow of fuch as know and feel the hurt of 
thefe things. Oh !' what a hinderance this is to the 
progrefs of the ever blefled truth in the earth ; and 
indeed it hath been in my mind, that the main work 
in l^s our day is to fearth into the churches, and en- 
deavour 



dcwourtobrifig them into fuch^a eondition^ that it 

may once more be iaid. Follow Cbrift as you have as 

Jor fxampUs ; not only here and there one^ but the 

•believers in genera); fi> it will br, when we as a peo« 

^e all (peak the famethts^^ or that which is agreeable^ 

as weU in bur practice (ib often recommended) as in 

faith and dodrine; for I have ever underflood ex" 

ampUs to be more prevalent than precept. But if any 

amongft friends be grown To hardy, and fo infenflble, 

as to prefer fome fooliih faihions, which to me appear 

to be Ibameful and indecent, it is an evident demoa- 

ftration they are departed too much from the princi^ 

pies and pra&ices of our worthy elders in the truth.; 

which I fear is the cafe of too tiisaiy^ both in thM na^ 

tion and in Enghnd. 

'^ Let not any fay that I fmite in the dark, and do 
not tell what I mean ', for fome few particulars I in<- 
tend to mention for the eafe of my mind : I have feen 
feveral changes of fadiiions in forty years time ; our 
iirft friends and proixipter^ of ^uth came out in the 
Lord's work and.heavenly power, plaln^ and generally 
continued fo for their time \ but filas I how foon there 
appeared an alteration, in fome men efpecially, when 
the weight of diSerings was over.; it then began to 
appear, and hath from time to time continued to in- 
cceafeever^fince,. arrvongfome profeffing, truth with us, 
not only in. extr^vagan$ wigs^ with much powder in 
them>, biit ^o in cr.QjJi^ppAkets^ needlefi capes^ and. <^ W' 

cuU 
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its snd Jkapit in their ikihii^^ itk c oo fc #m ity "tfr 
ttie prevailing fiilbions cf lh« timet, as wcil as m 
fetting up their h0U% all which appear to me mofe 
likely to lead diofe» who CdHow tbe«H into Egffiif tm 
the world agiin, than into the heaTcnljr country, m 
Canaany which we prolM to be piefing alter, aadi 
hope to obtain in the fnd. 

Now, not to lee die /(awjrr paft without my oUerra- 
tion on them : I wtll reme mb er in my younger years, 
efpectally in great towns and cities, I hite met with 
thofe that profefled truth widi u?, who have had bnt very, 
little coverings on their heads, and others that have 
had more fet op at a confideraMe diAance above their 
foreheads, and both thefe forts perhaps ban necked^ 
When I have met with fuch, I have faid, Wbm a 
fnr or btautifMl daughter cf Ston womk^ thdu hey if 
thou toouUft put on truth and QMfi^s righteoufiu/r^ 
and put away all thifi foolijb faflAomf And in Ik- 
mtlies, when I have afted feme particulars, 1Vh€d iboy 
eould fay for tbefi drejisy and biing fi naMy both 
ntck and Jhouldersy I received this anfwer, or ibme^ 
t&inglike it, That iiwas good for their heakbj to heap 
their temples eool^ and to kam to be hardy^ by eupo^ig 
themfilves thus to the air in* their youth : but if that 
Was the true realbn, I added this caution to them ^ 
Td eonfider dufyi if religion tEd its^, yet tho MoAfiy ^ 
their Jht Jhould^ reclaim them from it Sometimes^ 
vfith the dimke I Ibewed to tfadr thii«% tidtvVeii 

them. 
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itlenif 7!kr/ Aey w$uU troer tbiir niiid Jktn^ tmi n^ 
tmn exp^ tbin^hes t$ fhi hft and vain J^eatkttion tf^ 
tbf vmft^ and great trwhU nf thnr hejl frtindt\ and 
werftof all, U the greet burt rf thenfehes^y and in a 
manner iefir eying all reafenAle claim te Chrifi: For 
Mow can our lovtt to, and fiiith in him be true and 
fbundj when our pradtce is lb remote unto the prac- 
tice and eacample of Chrift and his apcrfHes, which 
thcf gave and endeavt^ured td inculcate ? Be net cen^ 

fermed te this werldj but be ye tramfermed by tbe re* 
Mewing ef yeur msndj that ye may prove what is that 
geed and acieptable^ andperfe& will of Ged, Rom. xir. 
a« fFbefe ademhtgj let it net be that outward adorn'* 
ing ef plaiting tbe hairy and of wiaring ef gold^ or 
ef putting en ef apparel i but kt it be the bidden man of 
tbe hearty in that which is not cerruptiUey even tbe or* 
hammt of a meek and quiet ^irity which is in tbe fight 

" ef God ef great price: for c^tr this manner in the old 
timcy the holy women alfe who tmfted in God adorned 
tbemfehesy being in jub}e€tion unta their own bujbandsy 
1 Pet. ill. 3, 49 J- AlaS \ Woe is me, for the. 
hurt' of the daughter of Sien^ when I confider with 
regret from whence fiicfa are fiiUen, \f ever reftored 
out of ibe faUn 

tf we lis a people fiiotdd foUowftich examples as I 

have^ touched upon^ certainly we ihall bectoie an bi& 

flng and a hye-word to all nations round about^ who 

taxfriefifk fa^ud ofi«^ and wtetgneAt ildngs te 

,0 :>,h L«f4 



Lord of Hofts hath done for ns fiace we beoanr o» 
people, as may and has been ieen and heard in ez^ 
ampies, words and writings from our &itbful friends 
and brethren (the chief promulgators of truth and 
righteoufneis) in their unwearied labours^ faith and 
iufferings for the caufe and te&imony of Jefus Chrift > 
and what alfo was not lefs remarkabie by their ex*- 
emplary lives of plainnefs, humijity, fincerity, and 
felf-denial) with works of charity. 

Now thou that readeft this, beware that thou iott 
not let in any wrong mind, and in that begin to judge 
me tnftead of judging thyfelf ;. for as far as I know,i>. 
I have but done my duty ; fee firft, that thou doft. 
thine before thou begins to judge me. Bear this 
caution from thy friend|. thou that God bath endued 
with his fpirit> and wait till this Holy Spirit of truth 
is upon thee a (pirit of judgment ', as thou abideft 
under thefe qualifications, thou art fit to fit in judg- 
ment, and judge wrong .things in thyfelf firft, next 
in thy family, and then in, the churcl\ of Chrift ; and 
be dnwearied in thy labours to preferve, as well as tO' 
reflore, what thou art capable of doing in the churck 
of Chrift, from all wrong ways and^ things ; for if 
cortuption and flacknefs come in, and prevail over 
the leader, as well as over thofe whom God hath 
raifed thee up to be a help unto, then will the Lord 
^#1 with, both thee^and them fome other way i for L 
^yoafatisfie^i the Lord will turn bis. hand upon his 

people 
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people in thefe days, as he did upon Ifrael fonncdy, 
faying by his prophet. Hi would purge away her dr^Js^ 
and take away all her tin ; not only all grofs evils, 
but alfo that which in appeanuice may be like truth, 
but is not truth : this was and will be the way to 
rtftere judges- as at the firji^ and counfeilors as at the 
beginning : Oh ! then fljall the G entiles /ir/ thy righ'^ 
tiQufneJs^ and all kings thy glory^ faith the prophet, . 

Akhoogh there is great occaflon for an amend* 
ment in n>any, yet there is a bright and heavenly- 
fl^jiidqd remnant in England^ Ireland^ and many other 
pafts jn the world, againft whom I find not anything 
to preft upon iny mind to complain of ; but a word 
c^ encouragement (prings in the life, in the love and 
goodwill o£ God, to prei^ and perfuade you to a 
fieady.perfeverance, in the true feith, and in an exemr 
plary aijd pious life, (I never faw more need of this 
ll^^n novvr,^ according to my view of the.ftate of 
tl^ngs) that vphen the Lord the righteous Judge, who 
will bring Bvery work into yitdgment with eviry ficret 
tbingy thefe, as before-mentitmed, may be found clear 
of the bkod of all men^ feeing that they have warned 
them, and given notice when they have feen ftnf 
danger, or an enemy aj^roach nigh to them. 

' Here is work for fucb as God bath fet up as watch^ 
men over his people,, to fee that thofe do not go on 
m bye-ways,^ whp profirfs truih, and leave the way ^ 

truthi 



truth unoccupied by them ; here in work for Aeirur 
ludgft, who btve the Qnrit of judgment upon tbcni : 
and notwidiftanding feme, here and there, who inaj 
be found in. die faithful difcharge of that trail the 
Lord hath repofed in them, may meet widi Tome op- 
pofitton from fuch as ate unfaithful, and not willing 
to be bounded and girded by the truth, no not fo 
much as to an tntwari conformity to the plainnefs and 
decency, fo much and frequently recommended by 
the wiltings, by puUick teflimonies, and aUb in oar 
meetings for dtfcipline ; fbr it is a confiderahle 
branch ef our meetings for dilcipHne to tnfpdft inito^ 
ftnd takectireto fee that friends walk 6i€eriy lu %e« 
ctaies our h^ly profelBbn ; and where wrong fle^ 
are made, and wrong ways are gbne-into, and TShtttf 
kAtn by any Who do profits truth whh U9, that fiteh 
may be dealt With, and the evil, as sdibdie bad icon* 
Ibquente thereof, laid befWe them, and they be la* 
boured with, knd not left ; fbr although it may be but 
'% fmtll appearance or beginning of a lep'rofy, which 
Is naturally apt to fpread, unlefs proper applications, 
In due time too, be made in the wifiiom and love 
of God ; yet if any there be who prefer their own 
W4lls, and fo far love that life they have in thofe 
things, that are not only evil in themfelves, but alio 
of evil coniequence by their bad example, more than 
they love truth and the unity of the brethren, fuch 
Had betittr for truth's fake, and for the reputation, of 
the ueftinMttiy thereof, be dealt with, for eafe ef ,Ac 
^' ' minda 
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dsiirab of the faithAil) who fuiFer under the knk th«y 
ttCffKniiy labour of a cloud of darkneA and oppref- 
fiof]} wrong ways and wrong things. 

• It may not be amifs to give a hint here, at what 

door many have gone out into divers evils } Jlr^j by 

being brought by- cuftom to be in love with ftrong- 

^Ink^ and keeping Uofe company ; for even fuch have 

been fo far a means to corrupt, and in time to draw 

: away the mind from that ftmplictty and purity the 

Eiord's people ought to live in, until a cloud has 

icome over the underftanding, and the fenfe of die 

ivfrtue and heaveidy favour of the precious truth is 

: Mt 9 and then die old inhabitants of the land (com- 

r<patfatively fpeaktng) croud in again, Mpride^ fBjJ^t 

.'imffj £m)y^ loofe convtrfathn^ optn drunkennefi \ VXf 

-fomt Worie fpirits than ever had po&SkA them be- 

Ibie, have now entered their minds with the fbrolier, 

that wtre once ineafui:ab1y overcome and caft out ; 

it u dierefoit certain, that the end of tfaefe will be 

'^niiferaM^ except t the Lord grants them a pbce rf 

4*i|)entance while here. 

- -Now my tender and well beloved friends, watch 
la^inft, and ftrive to keep oat the enemy that hi 
itHUr n&t ; for what way foeVer he enters and gets 
. footing, he defiles God's temple : and before Ihou 
. Witnefies the Lord to deftroy him and caft him Out 
. JagAkif thoa muft havfe many a lore combat, and fome 
*x \;r» warfare 



uarfare (perhaps more than thou art aware of) be«; 
fore thou gaineft all the ground thou haft loft, bf 
giving way to the adverfary of thy foul ; therefore 
keep upon thy watch-^tower^ watch unto the end^ 
VL\iUh and \ ray continually^ that ye inter net into tetap' 
tationj fa id our great Lord unto his follo>^'ers ; for I 
have found by experience, that it is harder to gain 
what we have loft, than to keep it while we had it ; 
and to improve our talent?, is not only the way to 
have them continued, but alfo to have thenn more 
abundantly added unto us i but fuch as do not im- 
prove what is given unto them, even that which they 
have been -. ntrufted with fhall be taken from them : 
Oh how defolate and miferable fuch will be in the 
day of account, when Chrift, like a great ftiepherd, 
divides the Jheep from the goais^ and between the 
Jhihful and ^^ faithful Jervants^ between the w'tft 
and the fioli/b virgins^ and between all thofe who ad- 
hered t0| obeyed, and followed him according to the 
meafure of light and knowledge received, and thofe 
who .have reje&ed and difobeyed the ftrivings and 
convid^ions of God's holy light, and bleiTed fpiri^ 
placed in the hearts of the children of men to en- 
lighten, inftruS, .reprove, comfort, and guide, ac- 
cording to the ftate of every individual mind, as it is 
conformable or difobedient to inward convidtions* 

♦ 

So is this holy gift a witnefs for, or agalnft, to ac- 
jcufe, on wufe in thy conference, according as ^by . 
good ;or.exil.do^jug3 .are and do. prevail in thy hea^t 
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and foul. But this is fdmewhat a digreffion from the 
fiiftorical part of my travels ;. fbr as I have mention- 
ed Hefore my going into Ireland^ • I (hall now fay 
fbmething more particularly thereof. 

We journeyed from Dublin towards Corky and had 
feveral meetings in our way, as at Ballicane^ Culla- "- 
dwey Wexfordy Lambftowriy Water f or d^ Clonmely Cajhel^ 
Yovghally Corky and ftaid their Province-Meeting for 
Munflery which was a good and large meeting. I 
was much out of order here, by reafon o^ z fever and 
ague which held me feveral days, and I was much 
obliged to my friends John Dohbsy Jojcph Hoare and 
his family, for the great care they took of me in this 
my weak rtate \ I was not without fome reafonings 
for a time, as to my being out of my native coun- 
try, but the Lord who is niighty in power, helped 
mc and raifetl hie agafn, atid gave me ability to 
difcharge' hiyfelf of that'fefvrce I was called to, ho- 
noured fdr eVer -be ihb great name o( the Lord for 
this and all his, mercies, *> ' 

' Ncfxt'we came to Charlevilley Li'merlcky Rofs y znd 
from ' thence ft) John Ajhton^ky Sir/y James Huteh^ 
iiifon* Sy 'Montratfy'y ' Mount meiicky Henyy Ridgway'Sj 
and ffom Baltnakil to Montraih again, and wei^ at 
rileir Six-week^ Meeting, which was a heavenly and 
good meeting,' there being a living reninant there : 
thcvi yf% came to Kilconnery Carlow^ Ballitorey John : 

Stephenfon^S^ ^ 
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StfphinfiH\ TtnuthH^ EJkmbnj^ uA wflttt to fe ^' 
good friend Tb9mas JFUfon^ who was love tfOobM 
with the gravel \ I was much afflided, and tndy 
fympathized with him in mj fpiri^ and y^bm Bar" 
cffi^ that true man and I, did what we cooM for 
our afflided brother^ and fo left kim and his fiunily 
in the love of God^ and went to Lifmnnj^ the Mk^ 
Watitjlown^ BaUimury^ Athlont^ and had another meet* 
ing at the Moat^ Okkafile^ Bal£haySj CoHhil^ Q^k^ 
Jhtan^ BaUihagan^ Cbarkmntntj Dumclaudy^ OUrmn^ 
jfames M0or\ the Grange^ Antrim^ Li/bom^ Hiificm 
roughj and was at their Province Meetings which 
was held at BalliJtderry^ and was alio at (bene mcei^ 
ings twice % MonalUn^ Trumery^ Lurgan^ Kajfkr^ 
IJIani^ Newrfy and from thence to Drogbeda^ iaid4b 
to DubUn^ being the agth of the fifth month tjit^ 
and ftayed there fome meetings $ and a living rem*. 
nant there is in that city, but it is a rich place ; the 
mighty God of heaven and earth keep his peopb. 
low, and truly humble in that great city andevei^ 
where elfe, is the eameft defire of my foul to die 
Lord \ for I know there is a confiderable remnant, 
whofe labour and daily travail is to have the church 
kept clean from all manner of defilements botb o£ 
fle(h and fpirit, fo that (he may be prefrnted u|ito. 
God the Father without fppt or wrinkle» or aiqi 
fiich tfaingi in the day when flie oiuft appear: bcfcr0 
tbe grieat Ju4g^ of all the earthy who wtUxlo jri^ 
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1^ l^^y :i»>^ «PQordii\g a;^. tboir vfqtks are fauoi 
t^felw good or eyiU 

S^g clear of Dujjlm and tjbe whole natioQ, I 
took.ibippiBg fpr IVhiuhavetLf and h^d a fhort paf-* 
(age but a very rough one^ and had fome meet« 
ings in my way hon^e, to which I got on the 21ft 
of the fixth month 1722, and found my children 
recovered from ih^ fever and ague in which I lef^ 
them when I took my journey, which diftemper had 
(b Eir prevailed over them, that they were fometime^ 
fcarceiy fenftble ; it had been upon them for a con* 
fidie^ble time, and it proved a trial for me to leave 
them in that very weak ftate ; but one day as \ 
Iqughf the Lord in the fervency, of my heart, to 
]^9W whether I fl^ould leave thefe my two poor weak 
-cbildren or not, ^s alio my houferkeeper much ii> 
the* fame cafe; (who were sdl my conftant family) i( 
Q>raf^ in my heart livsngly, aa though it had been 
iyokc with a man's voice. Leave tbem^ and I will take 
corf of them : I faid, Jbou the Lordbaji never, failed 
n^ 1 will leave them to tbeey do what feen^tb good 
in tif e^e witb tbem* I looked then no mpre be^ 
bind; nae, neither at tbe|x> nor any thing ellc I had 
left) bitt became as, if I had not any thtog in th^ 
irpffld. For thfs it bphoveth all the feryants of 
Qifift. tO'dp^ even the married a$. if they we3:e no^ 
ftmrried i and 0ioC^ that buy aay thingi asiCthef 
^4|ot jpoflf fs it ; this ia a liberty which .many are 

ftrangers 
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•ftrangers unto> it is wrought by the finger of Qo^/t 
is the work of God's heavenly power to looka m^ 
thus from the things of this world : and at the bmf 
time we are moft bound unto Chrift, yet eojpy a 
comfortable and heavenly freedom in our fpiri^ in 
Chrifty by our faith and obedience unto bfm, in vd 
through all trialS| provings and adveriittes : and, 
dear friends^ the greater the crofs, the greater is: the 
crown and reward which all tlxoie poHefs,'* who do 
all things they do with a Angle mind and an uprigljt 
heart unto the Lord in all things .and at all times.'} 

Thus the children of the Bridegroom are or ought 
to be efpoufed or married to Chrift, and truly -de- 
voted to him, that fo they may ftand, as much as 
may be, difcntangled from all mutable things, and 
cleave to and follow him when 'and wherefoever he 
calls and leads, and be in fubje6);ion 4;o iiim, as .a 
virtuous wife is not only bound, • but willingly is fub- 
jeft to her virtuous and preferable hufbarad : thus we 
may know and expenente ChHft to becorne our 
h^Ay Head\ artd fhat^ve ntay'hold unto him, and that 
We may fo waik and live,, that he may take* delight 
in hi^ church ' (thlfe body) to rule in and over it, as 
we have the ftate oTF the true church and Chviftre- 
prefent'ed' in thfe hloft'' excellent an* 'facred vn-iting^ 
of the holy fci^tlir^. » Oh \ that we may'likewift 
know the nutrrtage of the Lcrmh to be' ccinei- . and 
ilhat as oPoldj v^re hiay make OurfdVes rtady^ put off 

the 
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'Hiajhtt andcom^idns sfthe wtrid that uti ibr^^h 
ittjt^ iit4 put M Che L0r4 Jefm Cbfifi md his furt 
righteoufnefs : this b the Jfne Uneriy the rtghtioufnefs 
0f the fi^i I ifcis is |hc wiAHng garment i witbouc 
vMdtk pfeparatioRs, and tiue BitUe'^ tttire, I amndc 
fee Iww in J em cxpeA m adnuttance into tiie Bridie 
gto9nf$ tbanAer : therefore I intreat aU fiich as dd 
not find dieaiielres in preparaition, and hare not ibcir 
peace aflured to them, and n^ant the ieal or eridenct 
tjf the fpirit of the lyord that they are his^ not to 
Aumber away dttir pcibcioas tine until the $aidmght^ 
left unexpeficdty die cry be heard to found with ter« 
ror in thy ears, Arife^ trim thy lamp^ fir beboU the 
Sp'idegnm cpmftiy who hath m times paft exeixtfed 
tiiercy and kmngkindneis towairds tbee, and has 
Ibugbc dhrers vncys to win Ave to Ipve htm ; he has 
at times refi09ti cfaee for diy ev3 ways, and at other 
eiines he hath iet before 4ioe the coaafovis and hap- 
pineft Ami Aottldft po&ft, 'tf thou woatdft obey 
and Ukm bim ; nay, he tudi wooed diee as a young 
man doth a virgin,- and if diou hadft derofied AjkK 
to him, he would have gatheied and bred d^e, mai 
rgoked over thee as a bridegroom doth oirer his 
bride. But if diou tumeft iby hack upon aB liis re- 
proofs, intreades, and endearments (as in tbe parabb 
oT die Jhe fi^jh virgim) in tbe dnie when he, the 
Bndegroomt caOs eo an account, he will not know 
ihee otherwife than to fliut tbee out of Ini prdence 
md fiwour, iMitwitfaflandRng wfaatever thou mayft 
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( ii8V€ h^ard, received or done, if thou continues. t» 
. ffffoik wickedneis^ and art not reclaimed therefrom. 

Thefe things fprang in my mind as a wamiag- for 
ally to flee from eveiy deftrudtve thing, before the 
Xiord overtakes . them, when they cannot efcape his 
hand of juftice ; and alfo, that the fakhful may be 
encouraged in well-doing, and to a faithful perie** 
jvcrance t0;the end. Ame»,\ 

Some things which have been omitted, I think 
proper to infert here, as worthy of obfervatioa. As 
I was travelling towards hifnoln^ andpaffing.tl^ou^ 
jBr/^, friends gave ^ me notice t-hat there were twQ 
great difputanls, a non^conformift minifler^ and a 
^oSkor<A:phyJick^ who were like to go all or moft of 
^e way with me, as the affixes- were coming on, and 
would be at me with arguments about, religion, 
<which I foon found true ; for we no footer got into 
^ fuitable way but they began with me, winch I en- 
deavoured to prevent by telling them, / did not look 
Upn ,nty/elf ta he qualified for dtfputes ; and.wuhal I 
^bjirved^ Sbat fometimes difputants ended in a worfi 
^nderftaniing. one of another th^ when they hegan^ ex-. 
f£pt they minded zvell to keep good government ; and now 
fis we appeared free and friendly^, how Wi, mighi be 
^hen we had ended our dijputs^ woi a queftion^ fhere^ 
fors J bad rathtr they would forbear^ But they turned 
p^p deaf ear jtoaU that I (aid, and notbinjg would da 
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* with rhemy but a difpute we muft have. I then aiked 
theai) fThat they would fay \ they queried, Whether, 
all men were placed in a ftntlon capable offahatUn^ 
y^H or nay \ I replied, If I Jhould give my pofitiv^ 
thoughts' to youf quejlion^ we Jball have occafion to g0 
hack t9 treat of the nature^ not only of the upright ftate 
man was in before he felly but alfi how be fell i and 
alfo in the fally. how he Jlands as in relation to his n^ 

Jloration^ which brings us to the queflion. Although this 
be not the ufual way of difputantSy yet if you willjubmit 
to ity it will either anfwer your quejliony or fet it in a 
clearer light for an anfwer. They afked, How could 
that he \ I replied^ If it ' did noty they might fay fom 
They then (o far condefcended as to hear me \ and I 
feid, frfty JVe all agree in thisy that man was mada 
upright \ fecondly, That he fell from that upright'^ 
nefs ; the queftion then is, How ? Anfw. By thg 

. offence or difobedieyjce ofthefirfl manhi^myfn entered^ 
and condemnation came upon all who had Jinned, I 
then queried of the difputants, Tf^hether they believed 
thai, Ad^fn*s fall di.d affeSl all thofe who did not hear 
of. ity as Wfll as thofi who did\ fory I faid, there wen 
fome of opinifiTiy that thofe zvho had not the explicit or 
outward knowledge of the promifed feed or coming of 
Chrifly had not the benefit of his coming 9 arid except 
they zt'puld firft alloWy that all were affected or hurt by 
Adam'j fallf then fuch as were noty remained in para* 
dife to. this da^y -except they would make the remedy left 
than, thi^^difeafc^the.plaiftir lefs than the forey and 
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tfurtmpm ihifiti tfrtsfoi^ m weUas whai wt herd tn 
fJmn S€ripimr$i Chri/Ps ctmh^ ivas ^s ^fmjhe sis {h» 
fiM 9fAimn^/irj hf ihc obedienct tf Chtift^ the gif^ 
of Oed OUM ttpM «b imco juftificadod* 

AiW 1 thint^ tkii I^ y$mr fu^/Hm it fii ht ckar 
Kghi fir tfH 0nfi»ir^ ^r i^ anftuiridi fi f^h k 4it 
wkft tniym wUl (i^^g aJUi idt faiiNtmg) I intend 
H jnm igite U)ith yeuy ^nd pnvi thftt all men are 
pbc^ iA 1^ iftathm ca{Nible of (klvation I ^ ^thtrwije 
f$u will kdvi s gnM part tf the imrU in fereSbft^ wr 
nmki thi timing ef Chrifi lefs tKienfivi thin the fall 
ef AdMi. I then (^uefted, ffhnt tbejfind to nil this ; 
tfiej anIWtredi 7 hey never heard tie £ke hefitey nnd 
thrf wonld net nteMe with me^ Ixuai two great afcbelar 
fir them. 1 Aid, Ihere umts Sitte effeJMarJh^ in it : 
I olBntd, 1 thMght, fk)thmg but plain fcripture and 
i0und reafon : and I Itdd thefti, I had now ns good at 
emfivtred their ptefiisn, and had gittnfeveral reafins to 
ItHi my anfwer^ aivd m they appee^t^ ^uifi^ lu^ff'^read 
Mn^ and as fe» as I had geithertd^ heid been principled 
etgamft univeWal falvation Md univerfal gtace, for 
t!hem now to drBp the matter Jo Jlenderlyy before me who 
appeared hut iite a ehild to ihem^ Ufas very fvrprizir^ : 
but they ftplted^ They would not meddle with me^ 

I dien cemmended ifaem for tHefr good^mper^ 

jfoi the civtUty they fhewcd to me, for they weiif iiVA 

- beyond what I cQuM oKpeft ^ and they invited 

file 



f^pfkit hurii} of one 0t their dccaaM frkodsi but 
I coiilfi not go, inr I wm in bafle to get to IJnc$l»y 
luving fbmc bufincA there that baftcoei me. Now at 
'partii^ vtth tlM^m, oijr foul ma^mfied the Lord, under 
m fenfi: of his gpodneft to me, in that he had opened my 
wajr^ and helped me through this difficulty, with 
many other triab and affliSions I had met with. 

I had at anoAer time (omt reaibnings with a P^fift 

who was my neighbour, about the vifiUJiiy of their 

^ehurchi 9n4 tranfi^fiwutiatkn^ witjh fev^ral other 

^Ihinfl. A« 10 the firfty I fl)ewed him, 1ba$ ibi irm 

Aur^h fiii i9t9 fhi wiUim^fiy wbtrr ftn vaat fw HWH 

4imH ^ndbolf o time ^ in. this ftate we do not rttA 

ihe had any outward character as a vtfibie churclr ; . 

jM)4 that if tfaey defived their defcent, it was from 

fs)m^ falie churirh, and not through the true one* 

And al to the <Hher» they took too much upon them, 

more than they could juftify from fbripture, or ckarly 

demonftrate from Chrift or his apoftles ; for Chrtft 

never gave any of them fuch a commiffioo, ae to 

^ ^Qnvirtkrtad and wine into n^l flifi and ihodf and , 

then to' cai} it Chrifi. You, bii I> by thefe notions^ 

deceive yourievea and your aAerents ; for Chrift 

^ke unto Aicb a^ you by parablesi, becauTe they 

Were carnal, and did not ttodetftand th^ meaning of 

bis &yings in this cafe, no more dban the Jews wv* 

^f^^Qod what Qhrift m^nt, .when he (poke of de« 

? W<>yib| ^^/r 7#0^/^ (meaning hts body) which they 

• * ' K 2 undafldr 
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underftoAd was of that temple at Jiru/aUmj ^wlndi 
they made a great wonder at, and fiiid. How can this 
ktj that bt can dc/frcy this UmpUj and raife it up again 
in three days^ when it was forty-aght years in buUd* 
ing f Thus they reafoned carnally, as Nicodetnus 
(though a ruler of the Jews)- did concerning rege- 
neration or the new . birth ; and as ^e woman of 
Samaria did, from whence Chrift (hould have that 
living water, which he fpoke of, diat Jhould he in 
man as a well ef living water^ J^nging up unto ever-^ 
lafling life \ and as the. *Jews did, when Chrift iai^ 
Except ye eat the JUJh rf the^ Son of Man^ and drink 
his bloody ye have no Ufe in you \ ihty tixA^ Ifow can 
this hcj that he can give us his fiejb io eaty and his 
hlood to drink f But this is a fpiritual eating and 
drinking ; even as Chrift faid, Out of the heliy of him 
that believes^ Jhallfow rivers of living waters 5 which 
he /pake of the Spirit. In like manner it is faid in the 
Revelation, Behold I Jland at the door and knocky:if 
any man hear my voiccj and open knto me^ I wiH 
€ome inj and fup with him^ and be with me* Here 
is an union of fpirits between Chrift and his faithful 
children, and here is an inward eating and drinking 
of the heavenly, ipiritual, and myfticai flefh and 
blood of Chrift, .which carnal men cannot eat of; 
neither can the carnal eye difcern Chrift's fpiritual 
body, which he feeds his living and fpiritual Church 
withal* When I had reafoned with the man to this 
ciFc^, he went away fecmingly not pleafed, but 

would 
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Wcmld not firom that time drer iriedillfe w&b hic any 
itiorc. 

I need not fay much here abour C&r//?'^ being camt^ 
liavihg fhewed, in a conference in New England^ how' 
he iS*come to anfwer his eating and drinlcing the paff^ 
over and laft fupper with his difciples, faying, He would 
drink no more of the fruit of the vincy until he drarik k 
if€W with them in his Father^ s kingdom. N6w he that 
hath experienced what this eating and drinking is,* W 
come beyond the outward eating an<l- dril^fcing', irltd- 
the kingdorh whit h- is w;/fA/>f,^viiich comes not' with' 
outward obfervatibhs, eatings, drinKngs, rier carftal' 
ordinances, but the kingdom of heaven confifts inn^A-»- 

teotifnefsyfeacey andjo^ in the' Holy Ghofu ' 

■■■■■» 

- Now, read this thou that canft, and lefafn to unv 
flerftand between the thing that points^,' arid the thing* 
wMch is pointed at) and between the thing fignifying^ 
and the thing fignified, and miftake not the (hadow' 
for the fubftance any longer ; for it is polfible aman 
may do all the outward parts, and yet be* ignorant of 
the crofs of Chrift, and of the heavenly fubftance :^ 
but if he is come to the end of thefe outfrdc things,. 
t© the Holy of Holies, fuch will know what it is t&' 
mi nifter before the Lord, in his temple, and to ferve 
and wait at the holy altar,; and live,, and have that puire 
fpiritual life preferved : for we read not of any tithes^ 
that appertain to this fplritual priefthood, or gofpel 

K ^ miniftry ^ . 



to be, is fiiewed by Chriil, beyond cotitradidjc^ip^ 
fcnt them forth : where they were received' (mark 
t}Mrt w»U> /^/ mgki €0$ Jiiik tbhigA ^* ii^t^fA h^re 
iy^i% but We nert |:q takt any thing fraaa tbon: t^F 
fbrce, for that \% out of tii« do£lriai: gad pi»£ti0r 9!^ 
Cbrift and hU n^filea* > 1 

Wbj do peopk call tb« fcriptur^ tbeir r^ cf/sUi^ 
0h4 m^ntits^ wbesi at the fai^e time they beli^v^aiul, 
s)£t cQntraify diereto f For >«hen. I bad, fixnc jiuqrs^ 
befttfe, a 4«b9^U with the prieft of oar parifli, vf^ 
fr^eetiag at Sponton^ I being ^reupoci fcmc occai^ii^ 
and Tf veral people mtt together^ the p rieil deo^ai^fii^ 
xny reafons, n/i^ i^/^ Mt I ^jf him bis tiii£ii I .iifi;^ 
fome perfuafive arguments to put him off> not beixij^ 
willing at that tinoe to enter into aay ^debate ivxth, 
him I biAt the more I (hewed my unwUlingoeii Iq i^ 
the more urgeAf be was upon me : So wben I coul^ 
nat be how to.^avoid entexing iiktot fome clofi; disbatf^ 
wub htm» I dtjirfdirviould n&t h amgry^ aod be £ud» 
ht woidd mU I then ihesred in feveral parttc«lafS> 
why I could not pay him any tithes, becaufe I be^ 
l^ved if be was a minifler of Jefua Chrif^ be oiffifi, 
mtt9 ckiini.0nyf, for, as there was a eha^igt, t^ik$, 
ffifflk^^d^ dtere alfo muft be of neaffity. a change ^ 
thii M^> 1^ we fee. in Heh yU* 12. and .to pcetei^jx^ 
4(^vr. wx^^ Qomsnand or example from Chrift,;0|^^{)ij^ 
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d§iaSS^ butoflhe New Tefbnieot, fofr Ait f^urpNir 
^^jltan to mc wt9k toi incooB&cMt 

^ We had (bme fitrther xfiibourft opott the grooMT tt 
Km tigbt'and title to ciehes, whether ^W divmo, «i 
Aej^iiM to htt ibrmerlf dniiMMl ; or ymrt bumanOf 
tbitt it^ Ity bamam hws, as moft e^f the auriem priefts, 
leem to dioofe to fix their dik} I bid him fim Uf 
rij^ ftr fiibis $n whuh Mm hi plu^Jj 4Mf/ Iwdtdd 
tndemrour ta anfrxitr kim as wdf as I €$uli\ htit te 
fiemed not to fix upon cither: Whereapoti I tokf 
Uin, ^hat thir4 was ns fctipturw fadnuni of tith$s 
mpcH g^fpel mnifiert ; aftd alfo offered to prove^ tiuit 
to was neidter in the pradUre ofAcLn^keSftowbxmk 
l^es were difefted to he paid, nor yet m thepraftice of 
thofe miniflera whom Chrift kfizHAoi^ ocdauatd and lent 
Ibrth $ fird, not in the poiStice of ikic Lmles i bJBCaufe 
4die tlthet due to them, were far their Hbrvkeiuid punC' 
tud perTormanoe of their part of |he CBMcoonsd hW) 
JNumb,. xviii. 2 1 . wMch if aiijruow eiainied, it firnpod tp 
ime, that he fii^e£kd ktqifetf to the pr^kOimat twsit- 
^j^ings and facrifUii^ cinumctfion^ Jewifii hMu^ %iafb» 
ingsy tioc* (beiidet which, the law whidi appaiiHtid^bl^ 
tithe to the Lrpiusy exprefidy (oAvk thena i»4iare anf 
ftare^MT inheritaiice In the hmd, as 9fijp€sari Scorn tfumkm 
;errii. 20. 23, 24* and Bisd. flcrio. i^ x) whkb ^ 
fnbdem daimers of lidie ^woold he loth to b^^oM' 
fpdBedtothepca^^ce of ; not to vaSA on thelaw^ 
.iittttMf^J fusr*s ikhi^ of wUch nhe widow, Ae Mmf^ 
9eft> ^Md the ftranger within their £atKJi> were to re* 

K 5 ceive 
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cetre a confMlerable part as their allotted por&K^ 
Deut. xiv. 28, 29. Secondly, not in the pra£^ice tf 
thofe minifters Chrift qualified and fent forth ; for 
"tiieTc went out by an efpecial command from him, 
without gold, (liver, or brafi in their purfes, without two 
coats ; and fo intent were they to be in the execution 
of their great duty of preaching the gofpel, that thej 
were to falute no man by the way, but to go forward 
on the great errand they had received in commif- 
fioa : and when . they returned to their Lord,, he 
aflced them, if they lacked any thing : and they iaid 
nothing ; yet not becaiiie they had forced a mainte- 
nance from any, but that the effeft of their miniftry 
among their hearers had been fo prevalent, that thofe 
who had been convinced by their do6b'iae,and turned 
to the efie6lual power of Chrift in thcmfelves, had 
from thence known their hearts fo opened, as to ad- 
minifter to ^1 their immediate necef&ties ; and thefe, 
thus fent, had only eatfuch things as were fet before 
them^ as they were appointed ; and where they hai 
fnvn fpiritualsy had only reaped of the temporals of 
their converts for their immediate fubHftence : hut 
though thou fowiji not to me of thy Jpiriiuals^ nor do I 
believe thes to be one who hq/l any thing Jpirkual^ which 
can be of any benefit to my ^iriiu^l part \ and though 
'fhou ejfeemefl me as an heathen man and~ a. publican, 
and i am excommunicated and cut off from any churchr 
'Jelhwjhip with iheej (net- for Anyjevil^bnt'asjai^ ill^^I 
can underjlmdi. for kot cofhing to what tboutalkfi ihe 

* " •- . ^ . . : .. church) 
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^u^(di) yetih^u, txpe&edft tq reap of myUmporalsy, h*^ 

^caufe the law of the land has given thee that power y 

%ub'uh difpojit^on to reap where thou haft not fown, and 

|o ga^er where tho^ hail not ftcown, is far from marn 

Pffefting a chri&ianfpirit. . 

The prieft farther urged fome paflages out of the' 
New Teftamenty in vindication of the payment of 
tithes, alluding to th^t of the apoftle, i Cor. ix. 7. 
zhout /owing offpiritual things unto us ; that it was but 

^a,fmaU thing iffuch received of our carnal things j and' 
that of feeding a fiock^ and partaking of the milk of tht 

flock ; and. of planting a vineyard^ and eating the fruity 
iherecf: all which 1 endeavoured to obviate^ by ihew- 
|ng, ^at he did not fow his fpirituals to us, fo as that 
he might be intitled to our. carnal things \ neither 
were we of that flock which he fhould partake of the 
milk of; neither were a vineyard which he had plant- 
ed, that he naigjit cat of the fruit thereof. Further- 
more.! faid, as I am ajiranger^ and an excommunicated 
pMXfitty and not of thy children^ the apojlles^ if they 
wanted or were, in any Jlraits for necejfaries^ did not 
{ipply tojirangensforhelpy hut to fuch of their children 
as thiy bad been- irt/irumental in the hand of God fa. 
plant the truefaith^ and fow the feed of the kingdom in: 
fUffiU tbefe ^who were thus convinced^ and by the work of 
fSod*s power converted^ thefe were fuch who h^ej^Jfiri-^ 
dH({l things fown in.themy %vho I believed were^verjj,fr^ 

:4* 4if^riiute^ when true need wasy of their temporal 
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Atngf^ if^HidBy tofuch wh$ had hin infirkmiiMdidM 
Lord*s hand t$ thetr edmtng t9 the favnig hwftfbii^ "f 
Jifus Chriji. Btrt I fhewvtl the priefl, di^ «ff fUf 
carried no aml^gy to whtt ivss betwtofi Mm imi 
me, for I being excommunicatted, #t9 btit %OfAAAs§ 
an biatbtn man and a puhRean^ and as we ivewt CMnr 
io hear bfm, we couU not owe him any aekn o w faJ g*- 
nitnt, nor toitid be exped anjr tftuig m * freo^triS 
olTering on diat accouiif. 

This prieft Wyfex (for that w» his muhey* w«s< a 
ilit>ng-fpirited many^ of cof^iknfile parts aiid''le2iM> 
m%\ and a neighbouring juffice of tfw peM&o'faitf 
me, ht ioat ftarful tuoutith vrry fivere n/M m€} yet 
to hh tommendation be it <{)oicen, be was e^per ttKtfi 
itih eonfciwxce very loving, and nei«!lr gave'tteaiif 
liteUe for thofe %e eddied bis dives* 

1 tttsiy add" one obferration or t^wo' not ifteM&Mrtdt 

jh oar d^tCy which were, ihat if fhe mainfmanet ^f 

Ai pfiejn %vai to h wialfy toitifdrawiir #r itfi $9 rtr 

jSrieiam^fiJ ffffrtrif/ty af^ poflej^ many wfthimt toatM 

* want and ctrme to f(pum% tmd h forced f9 Mmt wk& 

Hheir tandf^ \uhick wguU Si^aBy ot^ at ktft iinp^ 

aiifJbtJUt^ I iOTimfe&y "Bmh tuit^ fuSmOnftirr^ 

#ikt ioiriy tf^s ynig^ be fhe vtfi r fhit if aIF''#«Hdd' 

fome ttsdkf ixai n^^ to* wait on the great teachoy 

jAe>8ttoindfi^ in ^dHemfelVeSi it would great! j^ tend » 

^' ike advamasB of GSrjf</rib» ;. fer ^ i^b/A^^. wbo> 
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1ijriiit^£CKKl Spirit tt ilcme able to nufe up and quaEi«; 

ff gdfiNBl'miniilcri, as he knows the wants of bis peo« 

flt$ sufld tihrir feitfa and truft: in him, would no doubt 

j^aife .up from among them faithiul minifteirs i fucb, 

whot beii^ bMmble, meek and low in heart, like him 

'of whom;, thej had learned, would be content to live 

in moderation on a little, and to labour in their re^ 

{fpeffive callings, like the apoftle Pmi/y that great mr- 

nifteroftbe GentileSj workmg with their bands that 

their miniftry might not be chargeable^ fuch zsfi/hir^ 

.mifty €oU€&ors of cuftomsy &c. whofe miniftry being 

aot. their own, but received immediately from the 

:gi?at jbepherd of the (heep, woiM not require much 

lime and .ftody to pen down, but coming from the 

rSpirit jof Tmtb immedtatety moving opon the minif- 

pfeifs bearts,^ would be more efle£liial to reach the wi(* 

nefs of truth in the heaits 4i(tbiug bearers, than all the 

laboured difeourfes of the moft fubtle prieft, though 

/ ihcr i^mduoe of much pams and. ftutfy.. Neidier hare 

i fouM fft att my travels, &om any obfervation I have 

mt^ diat ewr tfie fiMlbfol miaifters of Chrift be- 

mmt mf f feat bmrd^ er chaiige to the chuithes i 

^bf X kafe £xa ahe dfviiie Providence attei^d Ac 

I«0s4'# Ifliih&l Ibfvanls^ vi^ Acceby have been e«k- 

jbled torefder their adtra «itl|difcretian,ia.as lojwaiir 
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or MY 



SECOND VISIT TO FRIENDS 



• ...» 

A Al E R I C A. 



I HAVING had drawings in my mind^ for (cfme 
confiderable time, once more to vifit Friends in 
fcveral parts of America^ and inafmuch as I believed 
it was my duty, and what the Lord required of me to 
give up to, I was refigned, after fome resfoningfc 
about my age, and declenHon as to ability of- outward 
Afength, e^n^rning which I met with ibme inward 
conflidts and combatings which brought me very low 
fbr a time ; but the Lord helped me through thcfe 
difficulties, and caufed his truth to fpring comfortably 
.tomy heart, and his heavenly prefcnce I witncffcd at 

times* 
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times to refrdh my foul in thefe txercifes unknown t» 
many i and the time being come for my preparing for 
the journey, on the 15th. of the third month, 1731, 1 
let forward from Huttm \n the Hah to Scarborough^ 
where I took (hipping with Geitrge Widget for Landan^ 
and came thither the firft day of the Yearly- meeting, 
with which I was very wdl fatisficd, and on th; 25th 
day of the fourth month went on board of a vellel 
bound for PbiladtlpUa^ in Amtrica, John WiUbx 
maRer, vrtio wasvery civil and idnd to me. 

On the 37th of the faid month we fet fail, and had 
a good pallage in the main, excepting that we had 
one very great ftorm, in which we were in danger of 
being loiit ; our bolt-fprit was broke, and the maAs 
were in danger of coming down, yet we were pre- 
ferved ; and in about eleven weeks, being the 12th of 
the feventh month, 1 landed near Philadtlphiat to the 
great fatis£>^ion of friends as well as my(clf, renownsd 
be the great Name of the Lord for ever. 

I have many times confidered, that altboug 
my pJace to leave my very near and dear 
children, and relations, who in a tender f 
fpiilt were much concerned for me, and I E 
yet I met with many tender-hearted friend; 
travels, who were very: ncar^ with mc ifi th 
tmth; wfoich fails ' not thofe who triid^in tl 
.atid:are£utiiful>^ aooording; to^tiw ability an 
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fttolcf which the Lard htth girm to Ihe dkttw 
•f meiii immI are iewatti to aitTwer the leadthgs ^Asir 
gvidance of hit Hofy Spirit^ and wilRng to bear tfjic' 
croft, burthen^ or yokoi iHiidi be Att good to hjr 
apoo bit fervantt and handoMidt : and I iiiMat §lk 
ftich «dK> are caMad imlo the Lotd'a ggaat w o t L , tr 
ghre up chacrfidlf aad not gntdgn^y, asid aol ttr 
look back at what ia tahnd, ib oa lo hatei or hmde^ 
tbeoifelvas in that trork they are called to^ kft thejr 
fitU fliortof fkatpamy or rrtwttf wUch tbe hiMA' 
will receive in the end of all their labour* ^ 






Hie Yearfy-aMeting 9kPbihdi^bia wat n^ lAeo' 
we landed, which waa brge, and a good meeting, 
auuiy ffiends from fevend parts being at iu Here f 
oiet wMi HiHryFr4mUgn4^.mi we were troly ghnl tt>' 
fte each oAer, and went in company together feuthi' 
ward towardt Mkrflund^ yhrgima^ and N$ttk CMrtBmA^^ 
)u»Antojatiitiio PmwffhmMi % uA inaihorttiaieafter 
we parted : h6 oaaae far Ef^jkuuty tmi 1 trarellod §ar 
New England through the Jerfeysy Long Ifiahdy Bijeie 
Iflandy and tiMtmhi^ harnig Bidwd Wwbuj of 
f^nt^y h a m a^ for my conpaaion^ an raoobent goixt 
man ; We picfied thioaglh all^ or msA part of die 
jdblt£dd pffivinces and ifands, and had ^m^ kii|p^ 
Jimetblgt, mKl ^gaaat ataeiitioa <there waa in man^M 
haarifae teftioKMiy of truths aod^air of«n tbor htM iA 
mte Aoee^and in many placat ofientBatK^^ for wb^ wsi» 
^htiwedi ftt Jifitqvichout oppofitim in fbate pbui#<i 
■^'■' I bad 
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{sg^q^f ill GMKB of tbe J^rftfSy a man wboi^ I truly^ 
^9SP^ s^id be.toU me^ thMfimt €f-hi$ children uwur 
#a /^ msttiagSf sndhi did n9t bimdty thim.\ bo a{>p^fed 
atlfuVd^r.-^iled man> and was of good repute in tbef<i« 
parts wbrrc h^ liv^ and very fervkcable in his poft 2« 
wfeat yie had moSt in debatet was touching W^ur^ 
JBL4g^ifm i I andaavouTjed to ftew him the uTe and end 
of ;aU the (badowy tfainga, all which were ended in 
CSMft 1^ ftibftance^ or antitype $ and that fiicb oot» 
ward materialt or deiiieiita appertaiBe4 not unto hia 
kingdom, or inward and fptritnal adminiftration ; nor 
could' diey take away the root or cauie of fin, which 
is Di^y. ef}e£bd by the Holy Ghoft and fire, or the 
Holy Qhoft that worketh as doth fire, to the deanfing 
a«d' purifying .the hearts of the cbiUreaof men^.as la 
tii^ nature of material fire to cleaofe What it is properly 
ajppUedunto* . 

. I met with the fiune jufttce afterwards at BurHngUftr 
lA AP^/? yar/iyy, he was glad to fee me, and fo was X 
to iee himt for he was very loaing and friendly. I 
^ewile met with a man who was a fcho(d*maftef 
upon X^fljf Jjhndj that appeared (bmewbat offended a^ 
fomething I had bid in a meeting where he had beeiv 
and he followed me to a firiend's boufe, and appeaie4 
i> fiiU «^ fcriptures in vindication (as he thought} of 
^^r^ptifm^ that what with his rea^ng maajK 
yaflages in the Scripturesi and paiaphtafiog uposi 
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tfaem, he would not hear tne for fome time ; but wbenr 
be was quiet, I iaid to bim, Thu haft not treated iti 
like a fair di^utanty to run on Jo long and not to give 
me time to make my ohjeSiions ; if thou hadfi pitched 
tipon any particular Scripture^ and given me liheriy to 
have anjwered^ it would have been civil and reafonahU, 
He owned, he had not done fairly by me ; but I de- 
fired to know what church he pretended to belong to \ 
He anfwered, To thi Epifcopal Church. I then re« 
quefted he would anfwer me one queftion before we 
entered into any farther debate, and he promised he 
would if he underftood it. I told him, I heard he 
was a fcholar, and no doubt but underftood how to 
anfwer it, if he did but confider the matter ; the 
query was this, fFhether the fprinkling a lit4h water 
in a child* s face would hear the name Baptifm, yea or 
nay ? He faid, // would not* I anfwered. Thou bajl 
made a great pother and noife about little or nothing ; for 
by thy own confejjion thy church has no Baptifm at all^ 
for I know not ef as^ other way they ufe but Sprinlding. 
He would not enter into any farther difcourfe about 
it, but made ufe of the words of Gamaliel^ in favour 
cf the work- the apofUeswere concerned \ti^ faying^ 
If this work be of God it could not he overthrown^ hut 
if it was of man^ it woUld come to nought. I told- 
him, I was of his mind\ and the Lord haw fupported 
me in this and the like work^ now between forty and ffiy^ 
yjiarsy and if I continued faithful^ . / had no doiiht at aU 

ihi 
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4fi Mji.miniii but hi would fupport andjlqnd by me to the 
tnd^ And when wc parted, he faid. The Lord of 
heaven and earth blefs youy for I believe. you are em 
hontfl mariM 

By this we may fee, that truth fometimes comes 
©vcr men, and the wicnefs which God hath placed in 
men is reached, and truth prevails many times beyond 
our expedlation, or what is by us forc^ttn ; therefore 
-it is £OQd to keep to the guidance or leadhig of the 
.Spirit of Truth, for it is a bleflbd remembrancer^ in^ 
*ftru£lor, and true comforter to all fuch as truly depend 
^uponhim, whoient the Spirit of -Truth into the hearts 
>f the children of < men, to guide them into all the 
^BecefEiry truths which we are to know and pfaflife, 
and confequently out of all untruth, 

• 

When we had gone through this ifland, and viiited 
friends there, land in Rhode I/land^ and had fome 
meetings in our way, wc went to Nantucket^ where 
we met with many innocent plain friends ; alfo on- 
Rhode IJlandy and in many places in thefe parts of the 
country, we found great openneft ; in Bo/fon^ beyond 
expe£iation, and there was fome convincement in that 
town. We travelled up to Dover^ and vifited friends- 
thereabout, (which are the moft remote parts where 
friends inhabit in that quarter of New England) whtr.e 
I met with a 'Prejbyierian pricft: what his defign^ 

chiefly 
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chiefly was in coming to the friend's boufis^ I 
not) but thought it was to ke^ or rather (pj^fjri 
me, for he foon began to a& me ioaae j^i^mnmi& 
firft, tyhetbir I was not brought up afcbolgr^ undmA 
kten infime of the coUegn where I had mj tducati^l 
And HSk^ tnethor I beid mot put on tio cemonicat gmony 
andpnacbod auording to thf maunor of tb^ eburet'^ 
England ? I replied) / bad not rocohod my education m 
any coUtgi^ neitbor evir put on tbo tanwkai getuw^ mr 
preatbed after the mamar of tko chunb of £ngbii(^» 
He toU m€» 1 bad boon fo roprtfontod ta him : and fii^ 
bo fuppoftd I bad bitn atjamojcboob : I toU hioi, I^ 
boon atfiperal tojk^m wbtn lioatyotmii and friid^/t 
did, not bnow that I bad given ueafiom at any timi^^ 
iubat I badjaid^ whereby any ma^ ndgbtju^g^ auioU 
afcholar. He underftood I came from Old BngfenH 
and began to aft feveral queftions, as Whether -our 
friends increafed or di^rtafed : t atifwered, / Icatd/i^ 
pofitiveljf tell', J thought there was no great oAonitieA Tn 
my time as to number^ for their decreafk in mu part if 
the nation J thought might bo made, up by their imfro^ 
in another part. He alio aflfied me. How tb^ Bpife^ 
minifters deah with us about their tithes : }Ay anfwet 
was thus: jfs to thgt part exiled tb^ Pr;^di^ Tidb^ 
they commonly eithtr gather them thenffe/ves ar fami^ 
or let them to tenants^ who take care to fetch thevn awof 
before us^ knowing that we cannot be, free to leuvi (^ 
on^tbej^round^ as hay and mn^ ^£. ^nd.m U-Jitd 



jn^ l]^/ it M^ An rf Pmiiamtni^ caUeJ An ASt 

r die more eafj recovery of {mil tithes, for mj fum 

^cxceading forty flnUingf^ and ten Ailltiigi coft^ 

bfsi Is iy yufiiut wmrtmtu I'his is' moftly thought 

lb' Mt intended to pmretic their ^tK^sdare by Exchequer 

mpqcie&^ through which great htvock and fpoil has 

iiBitn made of friends goods, and femetimes their 

wodies caft into pfiCon^ whetr fome bare leia a long 

tmcM tib a(ked, HfW ^vrfriinis did in Scodand, if 

wr^, ifUTHifid thire : I tcdd hvm^ I hiord ihat ihey M 

VM increrff^ buifimi ^ thr Ptelbyterians in Scotland 

fu^ iind U etir/riendt^ and weald C9mf Uf 9ur nuttings^ 

Af^/^tf/^ if ftr0kgtt$ wtn ai ibem. And I alfo told 

ibrtlif Thai perfecutim in put part of the "VJBrid was Ar- 

4ifmi hgi^l fimokffi m^fi fiber penpk* He faid> // wis 

hery Wf/l^ and likewife mentioned, That log wert 

ra/htfdj and not the people we had h^n. I aiked him^ 

ff%erein bt thought we were rented : He anfwered. In 

■ > 

^ur principles* I defired him to nami 9ne ; and he fiiid^ 

\ • Tlie 7tH «id 8th of William the Third, Chap. 6. is the A&. 
ft^ Recovery of fiuall Tithes or Offerings, &c. 'not amorniting to 
^ote the ytwAj rAat of Forty SlilltiiSsi lAich it oomaoii for »U 
people^ithcr cofi not enxediqg ten fhrUivgSy before two or snore jiaftices 
of the peace, not to go hack abore two years. 

Tlie 7i!h «a4 8th of Williaiii the Third, Chtp. 34, whi^ is our 
Xftnnatioii A^ is the ASt for the Excoirery of Tithes and CfavrcK- 
%9Xjei for any fom not xaceediog Ten Pounds from Qgakers oniy, 
*^£Ril4t^j»(tie«;'sof thef)eace,witho«tanynmitatioiiof time* And 
l^f^e Slfatnte ot tlie iR oT George the Firft» chap«^. fe£t,». Umiiedl 
M te& ihHHtigs t:oft*^$ee 4«B Sc««tft St li^ 

Getege 



( »38 ) 

GeOf^g^ Fox deniti the refurreSfion of thi deiuL I 
told him, George Fox did own a refurrtSiion accmSng 
t$ Scripture^ as we do \ tut hecauje be and our frtmii 
ibougbt it mtfafe to rf cede from plain Scripture j nor U 
comply with the way many people have of exprejfmg iff 
which we think to be too grofs and carnal^ vix* that the 
fame body (hall rife, therefore they have ajferted wi 
deny the refune&ion: The Jpojile faithy That whicK 
thou foweft, thou foweft not that body that fiiall be, 
for. it is fown in corruption, raifed in incorruptioii, 
fown a natural, raifed a fpiritual body; with much 
more that might be added: and. how much fuch a change 
maktth a difference between theprtfent and the future in 
the refurre^ionj between the natural and fpiritual^ cor* 
ruption and incorruptiin^^ I know not of any finite crea* 
ture that is able truly to determine \ itnd therefor e^ I 
think it is not conft/ient with charity^ nor true wifdom, 
to differ about fuch things which exceed our comprebenfim* 
He allowed. it to be. better to let them alone ^ 

We parted very friendly, and friends were glad of 
the opportunity, he having the charaSer of being a 
great fcholar and a wifi man 5 but from all that pafled, 
they believed he gained no advantage : however he 
behaved well ; and before we parted, I told him, / 
thought the greatejl reafon whyfome think us refined %vas 
thisy That formerly jieople were fo prejudiced, that' 
whatever was printed or faid againft us, bur principles^ 
pra^ice, and do(5trincs, w-as generally received and 
' believed. 



( *S9 ) 

l^eyed, though never fo liiuch diiguifed or covered 
with fuch drefles as might render us more odious, and 
we^fe by many taken for the (huidard of our belief and 

''practice; but of late the light bath more appeared, 
and many are grown better dtfpoied towards us, and 

* like wife men, not willing to be impofed upon any 
longer, have fearched for themfelves into the ftate of 

' the controverfy between us and our oppofers ; and our 
writings,, upon perufal, appearing fo clear and different 

' from what the books of thofe who oppofed its charged 

'*upon us, caufed many who. read them with a good 

deiign, and- were willing to be fet right, to fay, ff^e 

TO ere reformed^ and not the people that we haa[ been. The 

prieft faid. He. thought there< might be much awing i» 

that : I told -him, // was undeniable^ that there mtifi be 

4i great difference between our principUs^ do^rinejs^ and 

converfationsy truly f tat cd and fit forth in their proper 

light y and when they were mfreprefentedj fometimcs with 

4ill the art and i?npla:able malice that jnen were capably 

of: and this has been the v,tiy our adverfaries have 

-treated us, almoft in everything we have beliqyedi 

faid, or writ, although it was very agreeable to the 

Jloly Scriptures of the Old an^ Ne\y T^ft^m^en^. , > 

We returned back to Saiem^ Lynw, ^oi Bajlm^ and 
vifited friends in our way, zuiiZt Rhade^Iflandy Lqngr 
IJIandy and l^ew-Tbrii an^ we had many gooi meA^i 
ings and fome large in the Jerfeysy-yf^ere I b^.ifoiQtf 
^ifcourfe yflth ajuftice of.thf ppitiJe: ^b0u$ /^'frr 
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h&piifinj but he did MC hold it lung befet« tegof* 
up ; and I had another ntjBUn*% xmm widi a ^r^g^ 
itrrnnj wbidi hdd far feme kovrs tboirt jyai^r^ 
Aft^Mf and concemiag BUffion and Rtprwh^mH^ and 
be alia <bon gave up as tn the firft I boCwtien lie began 
about EU^kn and Refrtkaimi^ I Crid, I ihvttght it was 
the mfft pemiiivui doffrimf ibtH twr w&$ hfwmAtd m Hie 
wmrUy ii Odjk $fp^€ th very nature rf G&J^ and hh 
J^ign of ereothtg man^ uMck^ tmth all bh tibn' tcwrlii 
heprmeuftfed ge^d emd hkffedi^and that man^ as tie 
ereum and gi9fy ^ all his werh which he had crextied^ 
Jh^ald ke difigned fer the meft m^hruhk endj was smac-* 
e^untaUe ; I urged many Scriptures againft dmt doc* 
trinoi as alfo the confufion they were in aboat it, as 
that of their W^tftmiTi^ter Cfm(c&on of faith, wherein 
^y fay, ITyat the decree isfi certain and definite^ that 
4ne cannet he added fo the number rf the eleffj er dimt* 
nijbedjrem the number ef the reprebatei and yet yon 
teH us» That Gad has mrdained the means to effect bis 
ends: I then Md, diia fuppofitton of % decree fm the 
means, as w^ as the etid, feems intended to mAt 
IfaEe priefts 2ih1 dieir ftrrice necdbry $ but yet if they 
cannot altsr the decree^ what benefit or advantage caa 
tfaer^ be to men by their fervices or performance I I 
hopt none wM think that a fervice to mairitind, to 
fiisi^^tbcn or confinn that decree if It were in jdmr 
fower to do it, wlndi I am &tisfied it is noC| becaufe 
no iiicti decree was made, or is in being ; the oppoSse 
iffeatkig by plain feripturei (whidi he owned when I 

urged 
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■rgcd It) to witf that the fall oi Adam did affeft all ; 
and upon the parity of reafbh, tfce Coming of ChriJI 
did reach as far ; becaufe, as in Adam all dUy {o in 
Cbrijl Jball all he made alive j he taftcd death /«r every 
mnn^ was a propitiation for thefmi of alt \ and where 
then wilt thou find a people that i» not included ? But 
if thou canft find in, and prove by plain fcripture, 
that there is fuch a people not included in thefe gene- 
ral aflerckmft, that Ohriji came to favej ihew me who 
they- are. Thefe and much more I urged agamft that 
d^rine, and he w!th nKiny others appeared much 
frttsfie4) suid we parted friendly. He came next day 
feveral miles to a meeting which I had appointed ; 
the nKin^ was counted a wife and fober man, and was 
under fome convincement, and behaved Well. 

From thence we went to- Pennf/haniay and had 
many good meetings in that part, and being clear and 
willing to return, I took leave of friends In a loving 
and tender frame of fpirit, and embarked on board a 
ftip, whereof Samuel Flower was matter, the rft of 
the third month 17J3, at Phi^adflphia^ and arrived 
at Bri/lol the j8th of the fourth month following, and 
was glad we got fafe toEnglandy having been feven 
weeks in our paflage : I got home on the 6th of the 
fctth month, and was truly thankfut to the Lord 
who had preferved me in thefe long travels and la- 
bours of love, through many difficulties \ but the 

• , L Lord's 
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LQrd*$ power is fufficient to bear up and-c^i^ibllfliigib; 
a}l, renowned be his wortfaj naoae over all, nawbaRdi 
forever, Aaun* :; ,.) 






A remarkaUe deliverance whichr happenedito 
me, being omitted in its proper place, I think fit ta 
iniert here, which was as follows ; 

In the year 1718, and the twelfth moath, when 
^ohn Dcd^n yi2B viCting friends in our parts, lie 
lodged with sie, and I went with him and ^% 
brother-in-law Ptter Buck^ to be their guide .id 
JFhitbyj and ftaid their firft*day'$ meeting, and^^fe^^/ 
cond>day's preparative meeting ; and on the thind^^ 
day I went on with friends towards Scarboroaghy'tOi 
have the better road home, there having &lle]r-a 
great deal of fnow while we were at WJntbj^ fo that 
it was looked upon imprad!cab]e for me to returciihe 
fame way home that I came, it being a mooriih bad; 
way: but in our way back, within a mile or.Httls: 
more from Scarborough^ we came to a brook, which 
by reafon of the exceffive rain and fnow was higher 
tlian ever I had feen it, fo that when we came to ridcr 
through itj Henry Levinsy our guide^ firft adreRtured 
in, being. mounted upon a very ftrong large harft, 
and got over with fome di^iculty, and. I foUovired 

■ 

him i but when I came. about the middle of th« 
fording place^ it took my mare oS* her feet, , and 

fomething 
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Mog^idtbltig being in the way. It turned her upon her 
bsioadMsy fo that I was difmounted and carried away 
by the rapidity of the ftream ; but there beyig a 
foot-bridge a little below, about knee^deep under 
water, aad no rail either to be a guide or .to lay a 
hand on, and the water being reduced to a narrow 
compafs, hurried me violently a]ong> and drove me 
With my breafl againft the bridge with fuch force, 
that it very near knocked the breath out of me ; but 
hsfoi^e I touched the bridge I happened to hold up my 
bifaady and y^jn I>odgfon feeing the ^danger I was in, 
jumped o/F his horfe, and ran at a venture (feeing 
thet water ripple j to hit the bridge, and jud caught 
hold of my. fingers, ai>d held- my head above water,, 
untii Henry Levins ^ who was got over, came tcj his 
aflixftaace. 



•j.ii ' 



^>.Bwt by the ftrcngth of the water in my boot-tops 
they being large^ and by a nail (in the timber under 
the bridge) catching hold of my great coat, which. 
held -me faft,. it was impo{£bIe for one man to free 
mev ^nd not without fome difficulty for them both tq 
g^t me out, the nail holding fo faft that it tore out 
a^great piece of ray coat, lining and all 5 but upjon 
Henry^s difmounting, -his horfe ran away to Scarho-^ 
noughy. ;xni mlna.fwa^ back to the company, .aqd 
when they j>^d g^^ ^^ out, Hmry ran on foot to get 
Xa^ihoxky arid found him at the flable door w|ierej)e- 
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ufcd to fland, and in the mean dme yehn Dtif^tn 
kept me in motion by dragging me along*, having very 
little ^r fometimes no hopes of my recovery. When the 
horie retomed, they got me back to Scarhomtgb^ but 
I was not fenfible how, and they had me to DorHhf 
yaques*s houle, and when there, they couM perceive 
my lips move, but could not hear what I laid, until 
one laid an ear clofe to my mouth, and fe underflood 
that I feid, If they gave me any thing that was Jirong^ 
it would carry me d/f ; which made them very cau* 
tious : however, they flript me and changed my (hiit, 
and put me Into a warm bed, and applied warm &a« 
nel to my feet for three hours together, which I knew 
nothing of, being then ^together fenftleft. 

Ifaac Skelton^ who had been a companion of mtfie, 
inthelervice of the truth, through feveral counties^, 
hearing of this accident, came immediately aiid got 
into bed to me, and kept me clofe in his bofom, 
which many thought was a great means to preferve 
my life, yohn Dodgpnt^ though he intended for the 
-monthly-meeting, expreffcd fo great a concern for 
me, that he fiiid, He would either fee me in a way of 
recovery or dic^ before he^ left mt y yet it pleafed the 
Lord, of his infinite mercy, fo wonderfufly to raife 
me up again, as to enable me to be at the meeting 
next day, and alfo to be«r fome teftiitiony, which 
was MZiy acceptable and comfortable to friends, as it 

wa» 
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W2salfot0'fte me there bejond their expectation; 
hat yet I was much' troubled with pain, the Bdhj 
ipnrt of my flioulder being rent, by the violent hauling 
tnit'of the water* 



> In gratitude, my foul can do no lefi than praife and 
magnify the Lord for this great deliverance, and all 
bis other mercies, who alone is worthy. And I can- 
not but take notice of friends kiridnefs and goodwill 
to me, in doing whatfoever they could for me, but 
more efpecially my worthy friend yohn Dodgforij who 
hazarded his life to fave mine. 
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